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   UNIT : 1     INTERDISCIPLINARITY AS A CONCEPT  

 

:: STRUCTURE :: 

 

1.0  Objectives 

1.1  Introduction 

1.2  Interdisciplinarity: An Overview 

 Check Your Progress 1 

1.3  Interdisciplinarity and Comparative literature 

 Check Your Progress 2 

1.4   Let Us Sum Up 

1.5    Keywords 

 Check Your Progress 3 

1.6   References 

 Answers 

1.0    OBJECTIVES 

In this Unit, we shall 

 look at the definition of interdisciplinarity 

 understand the role of interdisciplinarity in the field of 

knowledge construction, dissemination and preservation 

 look at the role of interdisciplinarity in our life 

 become aware of some important theorists and methodology of 

interdisciplinarity 

On the completion of this Unit, you should be able to 

 understand interdisciplinarity as a model to broaden our 

engagement with the world 

 situate key terms and theorists central to this field of study 

 relate to the importance of interdisciplinarity in our knowledge 

construction. 
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1.1  INTRODUCTION 

 

The focus of this unit is to make learners understand 

“interdisciplinarity” as an approach not just to understand knowledge 

construction, dissemination and preservation, but also the role it plays 

in our life by broadening our understanding of the world and making 

us recognize the cartography of world-making and its democratic 

ethos.  Interdisciplinarity approach becomes essential to formulate a 

normative framework and pedagogy in the field of higher education 

system. It provides us tools to engage and interact with different 

disciplines, identify relevant frameworks and use them in ways help 

us broaden our awareness and understanding of different knowledge 

traditions and the way they are connected to each other. 

 

1.2 INTERDISCIPLINARITY : AN OVERVIEW 

The concept of “interdisciplinarity” comes from the adjective 

“interdisciplinary.” The etymology of the word “interdisciplinary” is 

to be found in the word “inter”, which means "between" in Latin, and 

“disciplinary,” having its root in the Latin “disciplina”, which means 

teaching or knowledge. From this vantage point, it can be said that 

Interdisciplinary means a passage between and within fields. This in-

between space is contested in that most interdisciplinary study 

examines contested terrain—problems, issues, or questions that are 

beyond the corpus of a single disciplinary means. Thus, when one 

decides to undertake an interdisciplinary research, one utilises two or 

more academic disciplines in some way or the other, incorporating 

an integration of methodical approaches, normally considered as 

separate fields of inquiry. An interdisciplinary mind engages with 

differences and similarities with a view to formulate and synthesize a 

working approach to frameworks for knowledge construction. 

Discipline, in the academia, refers to specific branches of learning, 

such as physics, chemistry or history. They reflect how the domain of 

knowledge is distinctly organised in terms of branches or disciplines. 

Disciplines are essentially particular, in that they have a particular set 

of concepts, assumptions, epistemology, critical framework, theories, 

methods of investigation, research questions and insights; they also 

offer distinct career paths for scholars. Each discipline has its own set 

of defining elements that distinguish it from other disciplines. In 

contrast, the concept of interdisciplinarity is multifaceted, multi-

dimensional, complex and ambiguous. Interdisciplinary studies and 

interdisciplinarity are evolving dynamic concepts that are now 

mainstream in the academy. Being inherently pluralistic in method 
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and focus, interdisciplinary thinking is rapidly becoming an integral 

feature of research today. And why not?  A quick look at the complex 

pressing issues and research questions that inform modern life, such 

as world hunger, biomedical ethics, sustainable resources and 

development would only confirm to their requirement of insights from 

multiple disciplines. Now, interdisciplinarity as a concept, depends on 

the notion of disciplinarity. Therefore, what interdisciplinary research 

necessarily entails is an integration of knowledge. Each 

interdisciplinary research project involves drawing on a different 

combination of disciplines, insights, and theories. Interdisciplinarians 

borrow from the disciplines and integrate this information to produce 

new understandings and meanings. In fact, any research can be termed 

interdisciplinary only when there is an integration or synthesis of 

ideas and methods, moving beyond the domain of any single-language 

departments. 

Some theorists see interdisciplinarity as a process of answering a 

question, solving a problem, or addressing a topic that is too broad or 

complex to be dealt with adequately by a single discipline or 

profession and draws on disciplinary perspectives and integrates their 

insights through construction of a more comprehensive perspective. 

Overall, three main characteristics of interdisciplinary research can be 

derived from the above discussion: 

 Interdisciplinary studies does not lay claim to a universally recog-

nized core of knowledge as individual disciplines do, but rather 

draws on existing disciplinary knowledge while always surpassing 

it through integration   

 Interdisciplinary studies has a research process of its own to 

produce knowledge but freely borrows methods from the 

disciplines when appropriate 

 Interdisciplinary studies, like the disciplines, seeks to produce new 

knowledge, but, unlike them, it seeks to accomplish this through 

the process of integration  

Therefore, to further clarify the notion of interdisciplinarity, it is 

important to note the points of distinction that interdisciplinary studies 

has vis-à-vis traditional disciplines. 

1.2.1 Interdisciplinarity within Humanities 

In a definition put forth by Veronica Boix Mansilla (2005) in 

“Assessing Student Work at Disciplinary Crossroads”, she states that 

the end product of interdisciplinary work is the “interdisciplinary 
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understanding”. This interdisciplinary thinking can be thought of in 

the best possible way with reference to humanities. As we know, the 

filed of humanities require a constant interaction and engagement with 

different traditions and cultures alike, that is to say, without any 

conditioned or prejudiced approach. In so doing, it adopts a wide-

ranging outlook, which is to be found in the case of interdisciplinarity. 

However, a point needs to be made here that humanities as a 

discipline has always been pushed to the margins by other disciplines 

such as science, technology, business studies, so on and so forth. This 

marks a rupture in the very notion of interdisciplinarity since as an 

approach or as a pedagogical tool cannot be considered 

interdisciplinarity if it adopts selective markers and determinants to 

formulate and construct knowledge systems. Humanities can 

undoubtedly play crucial role in incorporating and sustaining 

interdisciplinarity approach since it is driven by a sense of democratic 

ethos, which prioritises the ethical, vital and mental aspects of 

learning. By engaging with different streams, humanities can certainly 

offer better models of knowledge to engage with the world in 

meaningful ways. Further, the spirit of empathy, compassion and 

wisdom that humanities cultivate and extensively promote can 

become highly useful in this increasingly racialised and disconnected 

global world. Afterall, to be human means to engage with Others, 

including the non-humans. One needs to understand that life cannot be 

lived in silos. We are all interconnected on this planet and hence a 

model of education and learning that promotes interdisciplinarity can 

be better suited for futuristic purposes, particularly to maintain an 

ecosystem on the planet. Seen from this context, interdisciplinarity 

can be seen as a form of interconnectedness.  

Check Your Progress 1 

i. Compartmentalization of knowledge can be termed as 

_____________ (interdisciplinarity/disciplinary thinking) 

ii.  Interdisciplinarity is the _________________ of knowledge 

systems.  (integration/disintegration) 

iii. Interdisciplinarity is a _____________ (fixed/dynamic) concept. 

iv. Testing multiple subjects with a view to integrate them falls 

under the purview of ____________  

(ecosystem/interdisciplinary research) 

v. Humanities engages with the _____________ (self/Other) 

vi. The ____________ (ethical/vital) aspect of humanities can help 

us to show compassion with Others. 

vii. Interconnectedness emphasizes that life can lived in 

_____________ (silos/synthesis with others) 
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viii. Single-language departments can best cultivate the spirit of 

_____________ (humanities/rote learning) 

ix. Stereotyped knowledge can be challenged by a turn to 

__________________ (disciplinary thinking/interdisciplinarity) 

x. Indeterminant identity markers are best suited to 

________________ (global thinking/ecosystem)  

 

1.3  INTERDISCIPLINARITY AND COMPARATIVE 

LITERATURE 

In his book, The Disciplined Mind, Howard Gardner argues that 

disciplines as branches of knowledge always already connote the 

regulations of knowledge in the service of power relations. In fact, 

interdisciplinarity emerges from the need to address the inadequacy 

and tyranny of traditional discipline-bound knowledge structures out 

of a fundamental recognition that the kinds of complex problems 

facing humanity demand that new ways be found to order knowledge 

and bridge different approaches to its creation and communication. 

This approach to different fields is also integral to the practice and 

outlook of comparative literature. For example, a comparative study 

of the vast cultural diversity across India can help us understand that 

diversity can also be dynamic and engaging. Such an approach leads 

to the creation and promotion of alternative knowledge system, which 

provides us fresh windows to look at the world. According to 

Avadhesh Singh, this inter-relational approach, seeking an integrated 

study from different traditions/perspectives in India can act as catalyst 

for promoting comparative/interdisciplinary studies, which is 

surprisingly absent in the Indian education system, but not in our rich 

literary or cultural tradition. For Singh, the rote learning approach in 

Indian higher education system exemplifies a kind of cultural 

anaesthesia for it blocks and prevents possibilities to connect the 

genealogies of our rich cultural background. Drawing upon 

Bharthari‟s idea that one needs to interact with other cultures, 

traditions, and languages, Singh makes a case for a kind of knowledge 

transaction that promotes exchange of ideas. A free-thinking mind 

with no ideological underpinnings, according to Singh, is the 

prerequisite to promote the interdisciplinarity thinking within the field 

of comparative literature.  

Traditional disciplines may fall under the primary categories of 

natural sciences, social sciences and humanities. However, the 

distinction in the categories of disciplines and interdisciplinarity has 

grown fuzzy of late owing to the emergence of interdisciplines like 

neuroscience, urban studies, cultural studies, psycholinguistics and so 

on. However, as against traditional disciplines that claim a body of 
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knowledge on a subject, interdisciplinary studies cover a burgeoning 

professional field of study marked by informed analyses, breadth of 

coverage and practical utility. Disciplines have their own methods to 

acquire knowledge. Interdisciplinary studies make use of these 

disciplinary methods but they incorporate them as per the needs of 

their own unique research process that is bent on producing integrated 

knowledge. Also, disciplines are self-contained, whereas 

interdisciplinary research initiatives depend on the disciplines for their 

resource. In today‟s world characterised by increasing complexity, 

new problems and conflicts, both disciplinary and interdisciplinary 

research seem to share a symbiotic relationship. By building on the 

disciplines, interdisciplinarity can then infuse new ideas and questions 

to the disciplines. 

Interdisciplinarity is often confused with related terms like 

multidisciplinarity and transdisciplinarity. Multidisciplinarity refers to 

the juxtaposition of insights from two or more disciplines, as what 

happens when instructors from different disciplines present their 

perspectives on a course topic one after another without making any 

attempt at integrating the insights produced by these perspectives. 

Multidisciplinary studies can be compared to a bowl of fruit where 

each fruit represents a discipline and there might not be any logic 

whatsoever as to the number of fruits used and the proportions of each 

in the bowl. Moti Nissani (1995) uses the metaphor of smoothie to 

elucidate the defining characteristics of interdisciplinary studies as 

against multidisciplinary studies. In a smoothie, the selection and 

proportion of fruit is clearly purposeful, not arbitrary; the end product 

is new; the act of blending (the process of integration) brings in the 

change and the same process is limited in time and space to the 

research problem. 

In the context of interdisciplinarity, integration is a process by which 

ideas, data and information, methods, tools, concepts, and/or theories 

from two or more disciplines are synthesized, connected, or blended. 

The integrative process involves creating common ground between 

conflicting insights into a particular problem from two or more 

disciplines. What outcomes as a result of integration is something 

altogether new, distinctive, apart from, and beyond the limits of any 

discipline; it generally entails a cognitive advancement or addition to 

knowledge. The integration of knowledge, then, means identifying 

and blending knowledge from relevant disciplines to produce an 

interdisciplinary understanding of a particular problem or intellectual 

question. This understanding, however, is limited in time and to a 

particular context. There are two dominant forms of 

interdisciplinarity: instrumental interdisciplinarity and critical 
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interdisciplinarity. Instrumental interdisciplinarity is problem-driven. 

It is a practical approach that focuses on research, borrowing, and 

problem solving in response to the external demands of society. 

Critical interdisciplinarity is society driven. It interrogates the 

dominant structure of knowledge and education with the aim of 

transforming them, while raising epistemological and political 

questions of value and purpose. 

1.3.1 Interdisciplinarity and its Methodology 

Focused on usability and social accountability, interdisciplinary 

research draws on multiple disciplines to arrive at comprehensive 

solutions to practical problems and questions that are not confined to a 

single discipline. Thus, the concept of interdisciplinarity is often 

envisioned in terms of a synthesis of theories or methodological 

activities from different disciplines to gain coherent understanding of 

complex issues that are increasingly beyond the ability of any single 

discipline to address comprehensively or resolve adequately. Thus, 

the term „interdisciplinarity‟ is infinitely slippery in that it can suggest 

forging connections across  disciplines; but it can also mean 

establishing a kind of undisciplined space in the interstices between 

disciplines, or even attempting to transcend disciplinary boundaries 

altogether. Integrating disciplinary insights or theories thus can 

typically lead to interrogating the disciplines, raising epistemological 

and political questions or proposing transformative policies. During 

World War II, for example, science and engineering came together in 

an interdisciplinary effort to bring about the 3-year Manhattan Project 

(1942-1945) to develop an atomic bomb. Researchers from many 

fields and subfields of science and engineering, chemistry, physics 

worked in integration down to the specific skills of uranium 

refinement, isotope separation, plutonium purification, nuclear decay 

measurement, nuclear-waste disposal, and radiation biology. 

We can trace a pattern in which interdisciplinary research operates. 

Primarily, interdisciplinary research has a particular substantive focus, 

which is the complex research problem or issue or intellectual 

question at hand. William Newell emphasizes that the test of the 

interdisciplinarity of a problem is not its distance from each 

contributing discipline but whether the problem is fundamentally 

multifaceted or complex. The mode of inquiry of the research then 

involves recognising multiple disciplinary perspectives in the research 

problem, deciding on how to synthesize and evaluate these 

perspectives and then integrating their insights through construction 

of a more comprehensive perspective. Sometimes, researchers are 

required to address the lacuna in knowledge not covered by the 
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disciplines. Thus, interdisciplinarity recognizes and confronts 

differences, looks for common ground despite these differences, and 

seeks to produce an understanding that takes these differences into 

account. In fact, it is the purpose of the interdisciplinarians to identify 

and connect the dots of knowledge notwithstanding the disciplinary 

box to which they belong. Interdisciplinary research therefore has a 

decidedly pragmatic end: to produce a cognitive advancement in the 

form of a new understanding, a new product, or a new meaning that 

adds to the existing domain of knowledge. Hence, the definition 

advanced by Klein and Newell (1997) summarily adds up the diverse 

features of interdisciplinarity. 

A multidisciplinary approach to understanding problem merely 

juxtaposes disciplinary perspectives. The disciplines speak with 

disparate voices on a problem of mutual concern. However, the 

disciplinary status quo is not questioned, and the distinctive elements 

of each discipline retain their original identity. Neither the theoretical 

perspectives nor the findings of the various disciplines are integrated 

in the end. Lawrence Wheeler‟s instructive fable of building a house 

for an elephant illustrates a typical multidisciplinary approach to 

solving a complex problem. The fable goes like this: Once upon a 

time, a planning committee was formed to design a house for an 

elephant. The committee included an architect, an interior designer, an 

engineer, a sociologist and a psychologist. Since elephants like 

leaning against things, the engineer built strong precast concrete 

walls. It was the psychologist‟s idea to paint the house green to 

remind him of the jungle and get a large dining area too since they eat 

a lot. The sociologist pointed out that they mated standing up, so the 

house was made with high ceilings. However, when the elephant 

moved in, he began using the dining area as his library as he mostly 

ate out. He and his partner did not like the colour green as they were 

quite urban elephants and having lived his entire life in circus tents, he 

knew better than to lean against walls, which he never did. And they 

did not stand up while mating, proving the sociologist wrong too. The 

high ceilings evoked echoes that maddened the elephants to the point 

that they decided to move out in less than six months of moving into 

the house. This fable brings out the incoherence and lack of 

integration in the multidisciplinary approach, as in this research, 

investigators are more focused on working separately on the distinct 

aspects of a problem. 

In contrast, interdisciplinarity consciously integrates separate 

disciplinary data, concepts, theories, and methods to produce an 

interdisciplinary understanding of a complex problem or intellectual 

question (Klein & Newell 393). By employing a research process that 
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subsumes the methods of the relevant disciplines, interdisciplinary 

work too does not privilege any particular disciplinary method or 

theory. Multidisciplinarity and interdisciplinarity have this in 

common: they seek to overcome disciplinary monism. Any studies 

programme, be it interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary, recognises 

that there are research problems that cannot be addressed from the 

confines of individual disciplines because they require the 

involvement of many experts, each looking at the problem from its 

distinctive disciplinary perspective; On the contrary, a purely 

disciplinary approach has to cut back on the breadth, 

comprehensiveness and realism for depth. A transdisciplinary 

approach goes one step further, seeking intellectual freedom from all 

disciplinary confines. Based upon a common theoretical 

understanding, transdisciplinarity looks for a mutual interpenetration 

of disciplinary epistemologies; it is a sort of non-disciplinarity in 

which participants are left to make their own connections around an 

organizing principle, for instance education or social problems. 

Metaphors used rampantly in reference to the concept of 

interdisciplinarity include “boundary crossing,” “bridge building,” 

“mapping,” and “bilingualism.” Metaphors often function in 

concretising an abstract, unfamiliar concept. The metaphor of 

boundary crossing is useful to interdisciplinarians because it calls 

attention to the ways that disciplines have historically staked out their 

differences, claims, and activities and have built institutional struc-

tures to define and protect their knowledge practices. The metaphor of 

bridge building communicates a parallel process of connection that 

takes place between two disciplines. It also reinforces the applied 

orientation of interdisciplinarity. However, bridge builders, as Klein 

points out do not tend to engage in critical reflection on problem 

choice, the epistemology of the disciplines being used, or the logic of 

disciplinary structure. Mapping a problem, that entails breaking it 

down into its constituent parts and seeing how these parts behave and 

relate to one another, is an important interdisciplinary strategy. 

However, the fallacy of the metaphor lies in the fact that it compares 

fluidic knowledge to the physical land. Also maps necessarily tend to 

prioritise some aspects over others, and thereby constrain thought and 

even mislead at times. Bilingualism is a popular, but inappropriate, 

metaphor for interdisciplinary work that implies mastery of or 

proficiency in two complete languages. The minimal prerequisite of a 

researcher for interdisciplinary work must be “communicative 

competence” (Klein 220), not mastery. And, a bilingual person speaks 

in either one of the languages of his competence, rather than drawing 

different insights from each language and then integrating them. 
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Bilingualism involves either/or thinking whereas interdisciplinary 

studies use both/and thinking. 

Check Your Progress 2 

i. Interdisciplinary thinking is the name given to 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
 

ii. Bharthari‟s idea of interaction with other traditions promotes an 

interdisciplinary approach because. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
 

iii. Lawrence Wheeler‟s fable of building a house for an elephant 

illustrates a typical multidisciplinary approach because 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

iv. Cultural anaesthesia refers to  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

v. Within the field of interdiciplinarity, integration is a process 

which. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

1.4    LET US SUM UP 

In the light of the above discussion, there can be no doubt about the 

fact the interdisciplinary research is the need of the hour, given the 

inherent complexity of nature and society, the desire to explore 

problems and questions that are not confined to a single discipline, the 

need to solve societal problems, and the power of new technologies. 

However, a need to arrive at a common conception of what 

interdisciplinary studies should be about is imperative, as that would 

enable both the faculty and the students to rigorously follow through 
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the implications of that definition as also function as an important 

means to enable meaningful assessment of student work, research 

effectiveness and academic scholarship. 

1.5   KEYWORDS 

Discipline, Interdisciplinarity, instrumental interdisciplinarity, critical 

interdisciplinarity, transdisciplinarity, cultural anaesthesia, 

multidisciplinarity, comparative literature, humanities, integration, 

Other, ecosystem, knowledge system. 

 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS-3 

i. Trace the relationship between comparative literature and 

interdisciplinary thinking 

ii. Explain the process of interdisciplinarity 

iii. In what ways can an interdisciplinary mind help maintain the 

ecosystem? 

iv. „Interdisciplinary research‟ helps us break stereotyped knowledge 

system‟. Elaborate the statement 

v. Explain the difference between interdisciplinarity and 

multidisciplinarity. 

1.5    REFERENCES 

 J.T. Klein. Creating Interdisciplinary Campus Cultures: A Model 

for Strength and Sustainability. 

 Allen F Repko. Interdisciplinary Research Process and Theory. 

 Leora Salter and Alison Hean. Outside the Lines: Issues in 

Interdisciplinary Research.  

 R S. Crane. The Idea of Humanities 

 

 Answers 

Check Your Progress 1 

i. disciplinary thinking 

ii. integration 

iii. dynamic 

iv. interdisciplinary research 

v. Other 

vi. vital 

vii. synthesis with others 

viii. rote learning 
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ix. interdisciplinarity 

x. ecosystem 

Check Your Progress 2 

The answer need to centre around the points mentioned below 

i. to connect, withdraw and synergise with other disciplines. 

ii. Bharthari‟s idea allows us an approach to read and interact with 

other languages and traditions 

iii. it gives us a model to interact with other disciplines to solve a 

common problem. 

iv. the refusal or ignorance to one‟s own culture and language and to 

thoughtlessly imitate the knowledge system of the West. 

v. allows us to connect the blanks and spaces and give a shape or 

framework to an idea.  
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    UNIT : 2     COMPARATIVE LITERATURE  

     AND ETHNOLOGY 

  ::  STRUCTURE  :: 

 

2.0   Objectives 

2.1   Introduction 

2.2   Comparative literature and Ethnology: Relationship 

 and Differences 

 Check Your Progress 1 

2.3   Methodology for Comparative Literature and 

Ethnology 

 Check Your Progress 

2.4   Let Us Sum Up 

2.5   Keywords 

 Check Your Progress 

2.6   References 

 Answers 

 

2.0    OBJECTIVES 

In this Unit, we shall 

 look at the definition of comparative literature and ethnology 

 distinguish between the two field of studies 

 understand the relationship and differences between the two 

concepts 

 arrive at an understanding of the methodology to approach the two 

fields 

On the completion of this Unit, you should be able to 

 understand the two fields: comparative literature and ethnology 

 situate key terms and theorists central to these fields of study 

 relate to the politics of knowledge in the globalised world 
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2.1    INTRODUCTION 

The focus of this unit is to introduce you to the fields of comparative 

literature and ethnology. These two fields attain great significance 

given their methodology and approach to broaden our understanding 

of the world and the words and also, to make us recognize the fact that 

life and knowledge construction needs to be seen from not a singular 

perspective, rather from multiple perspectives and unconditioned 

mind. Both the fields of comparative literature and ethnology are 

driven by a common point of concern, which gets exhibited in their 

approach and models to open up windows for minor discourse or 

views. It is imperative to point out here that the aim of this course is 

not to advance, promote or for that matter legitimise the racial 

hierarchies, but to establish a point that the fields of comparative 

literature and ethnology are important to help us look at the world 

anew, incorporating in our practices the best available, and ignoring 

the ones that are perilous for knowledge construction, dissemination 

and preservation.  

2.2     COMPARATIVE LITERATURE AND 

 ETHNOLOGY: RELATIONSHIP AND  

 DIFFERENCES 

Comparative literature is the study of literature and other cultural 

expressions across linguistic, national, geographic, cultural and 

disciplinary boundaries. Fundamentally, intercultural and essentially 

transnational, it is a field of study that concerns itself with not only 

the interrelationship of literatures across multiple linguistic and 

cultural frontiers but also that of the relation between literature and 

other spheres of human activity like history, politics, philosophy, art, 

anthropology and science. Culture, it is believed, becomes an elastic 

umbrella under which one can formulate and (un)fix the 

anthropological perspective. A cross-cultural mandate expands the 

concept of holism by extending interest to all human societies 

diachronically and synchronically. And anthropology maintains that, 

by studying others within a comparative frame, we can better 

understand ourselves. The two broad categories of anthropologists to 

study human life ways include ethnographic research and ethnological 

research. Therefore, cultural anthropological research has two main 

purposes: the collection and record-keeping of data about a particular 

people—which is the concern of ethnography; and the expansion of 

theoretical understanding of human socio-cultural systems in general 

through comparative analysis—which is the purport of ethnology. 
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Ethnology is rooted in the discipline of anthropology. Before we 

proceed, let‟s understand the etymological meaning of ethnography 

from which has emerged the concept of Ethnology. The term 

“Ethnography” is derived from the two Greek words: “Ethnos”, 

meaning people & “Graphein”, meaning writing. In fact, ethnology 

began in the eighteenth century as a systematic concept to obtain and 

compare data on the non-European populations who did not have their 

history or cultural heritage documented. The use of the term 

“ethnology” is credited to Adam Franz Kollár who supposedly used 

and defined it in his Historiae ivrisqve pvblici Regni Vngariae 

amoenitates published in Vienna in 1783. The term „ethnology‟ means 

a scholarly discipline that studies how distinct human aggregations are 

from each other in terms of material culture, language, religion, moral 

ideas or social institutions. From this vantage point, “Ethnology” can be 

understood as the comparative study of two or more cultures. 

Ethnology, then, is invested in studying human ways of life, i.e 

cultures, holistically, relatively and comparatively.  

Comparative literature too operates in the ideology of taking the Other 

into account, be it literature of other languages or the knowledge and 

application of other disciplines in and for the study of literature. It 

intrinsically facilitates a cross-cultural and interdisciplinary study of 

literature. The comparative perspective and the invested focus on 

investigating human culture as it is socially learned, transmitted and 

communicated make both the disciplines very difficult to define. In 

case of Comparative Literature, as it appears, it is not the „what‟ but 

the „how‟ that is of prime importance. It is the theoretical and 

methodological approach to move and to dialogue between cultures, 

languages, literatures and disciplines that inform the basic ideology of 

Comparative Literature. In an inclusionary and interdisciplinary vein, 

it offers a parallel/alternative field of study as against the rigid notions 

of exclusion and self-referentiality of single language and literature 

study. The focus of Comparative Literature is on literature within the 

context of culture and it attempts to study diverse literature making 

use of its theoretical, methodological as well as ideological and 

political approach of inclusion. Both comparative literature and 

ethnology are marked by their inherently fragmented and pluralistic 

nature. However, both studied together has the privilege of achieving 

an in-depth and holistic understanding of human activities, emotions, 

behaviours and values within a broad socio-cultural context.  

Theoretically, the filed of ethnology aims to find out diverse ways of 

accomplishing human ends work while maintaining a strong focus on 

the situational forces. The speculative and ever-evolving ambition sets 

ethnology apart from ethnography which is nothing but a detailed 
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descriptive report of how a certain set of people lived and experienced 

life at a specific place during a specific period of time. Ethnology 

attempts to look beyond the contextually nuanced and intricately 

detailed depictions in ethnographic accounts by undertaking  a 

generous, open-ended, comparative and critical investigation into the 

whys and hows that inform such specific human conditions of living. 

Comparative literature, too, moves between multiple contingencies, 

multiple languages and multiple interfacing disciplines with a 

persistent demand for a synthesis between text and context. Thus, 

Comparative Literature remains an embattled approach to study 

literature. However, it is not the objective of the discipline to study 

literature alone. In fact, both ethnology and comparative literature 

seek to generate meaningful dialogue between disparate cultures. So, 

inherently, they are marked by their respective insistence on 

theoretical application, their global and international character, their 

flexibility, their insistence to include the Other and their objective as 

well as ability to read and translate one culture in terms of another, 

initiating important dialogues between them. 

The difference between the two disciplines lies in the way they 

investigate and in the approach they take to their studies. In analysing 

human ways of life, ethnologists take the holistic approach and view 

human events with respect to the larger socio-cultural contexts in 

which they naturally occur and attempt at making sense of why and 

how those events generated from that particular intricate web of social 

relationships. This they do in a comparative framework and by 

discounting grand theories and explanations of the human condition 

that summarily do away with the notions of diversity, interdependence 

and complexity of human existence. In this, the analytic and 

interpretive tools of comparative literature also help inform the spirit 

of social inquiry of ethnologists. Ethnological research involves 

comparison of relevant ethnographic data from multiple societies to 

arrive at an understanding about the nature of relationship between 

and among the components of socio-cultural systems. It usually 

proceeds to test hypotheses about the supposed nature of relationships 

to be studied on the basis of ethnographic fieldwork and accounts. 

There can be cross-traffic between ethnology and comparative 

literature as both deal in the fluctuating arbitrary matrix of signs. And 

in such an emerging interface, the research questions that embroil the 

interdisciplinary researchers might be: can comparative literature be a 

realm of resource for ethnological research? Can ethnological enquiry 

inform literary production and interpretation? To what ends and what 

effects? 
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The fields of ethnology and comparative literature represent an 

advantageous approach to knowledge about social and cultural 

processes. Ethnology complements comparative literature in a way 

similar to how the latter complements to the study of literature. Thus, 

comparative literature adds a critical approach by contextualizing 

literature, as well as other productions of culture. Ethnology concerns 

itself with exploring and formulating human nature and cultural 

invariants, reconstructing human history and engaging in a critical 

dialogue with conceptions of human development in terms of narrow 

linear progression. Though conceived as an empirical science, 

ethnology comes up with certain methodological and conceptual 

difficulties. Primarily, when an alien observer enters a local culture to 

study it, the latter is disturbed; it can no longer be at ease. Next is the 

problem of intelligibility across cultural systems, leading to the risk of 

data getting lost in translation or hitting plateau in case they cannot be 

accurately translated to make sense in the researcher‟s conceptual 

scheme; also, an empirical science requires empirical testing. What 

might require to test ethnological interpretations simulating contexts 

and chronotopes where they arise? Does that mean that empirical 

procedures constrain the construction of an ethnological interpretation 

and its applicability and claims to generalisation? What factors decide 

the nature of ethnographic samples for an ethnological research to 

arrive at conclusions and findings that apply to a larger context?  

However, ethnology is also used as a methodology, namely 

ethnomethodology that focuses on arriving at an interpretation of the 

rules that underlie everyday activity and thereby form part of the 

normative basis of a given social order. The approach emphasizes the 

contextuality of social practice—the richness of unspoken shared 

norms and understandings that guide and orient participants‟ actions 

in a given practice or activity. Such a nuanced understanding of social 

behaviour with respect to one‟s context is an interesting way to look 

at literature and therefore becomes a potent methodology in case of 

research in comparative literature. 

2.2.1  Important Theorists and Their Works 

Claude Levi-Strauss has referred to Montaigne‟s essay on cannibalism 

as an early example of ethnology. In fact the French school of 

ethnology was significantly operative in the development of the 

discipline in the 1950s, the leading figures in the movement being 

Levi-Strauss, Paul Rivet, Marcel Griaule, Germaine Dieterlen and 

Jean Rouch. For postcolonial nations, the ethnological tradition of 

inquiry into the cultures of indigenous groups might seem problematic 

in the first instance; however, it has now successfully developed 
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armed with its informed theoretical discourses and research agendas. 

Enquiring into the scope of ethnology in the twenty first century 

allows researchers to reflect on the divergent disciplines that make up 

the academic landscape of global anthropologies. Ethnology is not 

merely a scholarly discipline; it is a historically contingent project 

infused with the critical urge to unveil hegemonic power and vested 

regional and national political interests. Likewise, insights from 

ethnological research might help in the study of comparative literature 

as well.  

Other important theorists who made significant contributions to the 

field of ethnology who are worth mentioning include Paul Radin who 

focused on the study of aboriginal life and cultures; E.B. Tylor who 

advanced the prehistoric mentality to situate the nature of ethnology; 

Levy Bruhl, whose work was primarily built on Paul Radin‟s work 

and hence, focused strongly on minor discourses; Adolf Bastian who 

gave ethnology a psychological turn and made us realise the traumatic 

burdens of what it means to be minor. Among the most recent notable 

contributions, one can refer to the work of Stuart Hall. Hall‟s work 

attain significance given his approach to counter the hegemonical 

discourses. 

Moving to Comparative literature, one can see its epistolary 

emergence from intellectual exchanges between French and German 

writers in the early nineteenth century. Comparative Literature has 

always been self-reflexive and engaged in critical self-examination. 

However, the discipline suffers owing to multiple approach and 

parallelism, lack of recognised and recognisable products and due to 

the compulsive intellectual demand on the researcher to be well-

versed in several languages, literatures and other disciplines. The 

Harvard comparatist Jan M. Ziolkowski makes a point that the term 

comparative literature first appeared as a French expression, 

“littérature comparée,” in 1816. Later, it found its entry into other 

traditions such as its first usage in English was by Matthew Arnold, 

who used the plural form, “comparative literatures” in 1848. A point 

needs to be made here that the transnational spirit advanced by Goethe 

through his use of the term “Weltliteratur” in 1827. What also needs 

to be understood here that filed of comparative literature was a 

response to the increased cultural encounters between the colonising 

forces and the non-white world. Hence, comparative literature tries to 

dismantle the intruding forces and impressions on its cultures, thereby 

asserting and promoting the idea of national literature. It if exactly for 

these reasons that Benedetto Croce avers that comparative literature 

should be approached as a non-subject. Likewise, George Brandes, 

famously known as the father of the Comparative Literature” was 
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highly instrumental in promoting local voices and artists. Among the 

recent scholars, Susan Bassnett stands out as noteworthy. She gave 

the filed of comparative literature a new direction by advancing a 

strong case for the promotion of translation studies, reinforcing the 

transformative and transnational approach of the field.  

The field of Comparative literature received a good response, 

understandably so, from some leading scholars of India as well. 

Among the most notable names, some include, Amiya Dev who 

critiques our heavy reliance on the Western models of knowledge; 

G.N. Devy, whose work on reviving the almost extinct languages and 

cultures are singularly striking and commendable.  Avadhesh Kumar 

Singh‟s conceptualisation of “compoetics” marks a new turn in the 

field by making a point that outright rejection of anything foreign is a 

naïve idea and that, one should examine properly investigate the 

theoretical purchase before ignoring or accepting Western models of 

knowledge construction. Singh‟s “compoetics” is not a model of 

resistance, rather it is a useful model of coexistence, an idea that lies 

at the very centre of “World literature.”      

Check Your Progress 1 

i. Susan Bassnett‟s work promotes ethnography by a turn to 

translation studies. True or False 

ii. Prejudiced knowledge is an example of _________ 

(Otherness/compoetics) 

iii. Chronotopes are used in ______________ (language and 

discourse/culture and society) 

iv. From an anthropological view, biological or racialised hegemony 

are ___________ (useful/detrimental) in comparative literature. 

v. “Weltliteratur” refers to ____________ (global literature/world 

literature) 

vi. The field of comparative literature is ______________ 

(transnational or translational) in approach. 

vii. Ethnomethodlogy is an  _________________ (everyday activity/ 

a fixed one) 

viii. Who gave ethnology a psychoanalytical turn? 

ix. Comparative literature considers the _____________(self/Other) 

in its theoretical purchase. 

x. Name the model of “coexistence” within the field of Comparative 

literature. 
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2.3    METHODOLOGY FOR COMPARATIVE 

 LITERATURE AND ETHNOLOGY 

The complexity surrounding research in Comparative Literature lies 

in the fact that it uses methodology from interdisciplinary study that 

may range from being marked by: 

 Intra-disciplinarity (implying analysis and research within the 

discipline in the humanities) 

 Multi-disciplinarity (implying analysis and research by a scholar 

making use of other disciplines) 

 Pluri-disciplinarity (implying analysis and research with 

participants from several disciplines) 

Thus, as it appears the positional quality of Comparative Literature 

with respect to space is, and has always been, defined by the in-

between, defined by its ease to cross inter disciplinary boundaries. 

The same applies to Ethnology. However, in “Ethnology”, the 

reference point is mostly a negation of the notion that any particular 

race or culture is superior to other. It questions the racially prejudiced 

models to study particular race and cultures. A best example of this 

approach can be found in Tabish Khair‟s novel, The Things About 

Thugs (2010), which critiques the Whites notion that non-Whites are 

intellectually inferior to Whites and charged with forces of 

criminality, corruption and cannibalism. An ethnological method 

always questions the representational model of worlding, with a focus 

to reinstate the voices of the subalterns.  

2.3.1  Globalization and Transculturalism 

However, in an increasingly globalised and globalising world, 

circumscribed by multiculturalism and interdisciplinarity, culture 

appears to be an important determinant of subjectivity and 

consequently of creative expression. In this age of transnational flows 

and cultural diversity, writers and works of fiction are no longer 

identifiable with only one cultural/ national landscape. Transfusion of 

cultures also appears to be a determining factor in the configuration of 

identity. In the given scenario, a new generation of mobile writers, on 

the move across cultural and national boundaries, has started 

channelling and creatively expressing a „transcultural‟ sensibility, 

fostered by a „process‟ of self-distancing, self-estrangement and self-

criticism of one‟s own cultural identities assumptions. These writers 

write in global Englishes or in any of their preferred non-native 

language of creative expression and have in their background a 

migrant, diasporic, exile, transnational or postcolonial experience. The 
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growing terrain of new transcultural literature implore us to question 

the existing paradigm of Comparative Literature and rather look into 

Totosy de Zepetnek‟s suggestion to study literatures in a culture-

sensitive environment, with a focus on culture and the discipline of 

cultural studies. Their creative works too are border-crossing and 

engaged in dialogue between cultures. Such works are ethnological in 

their outlook and qualifies to be engaged in critical inquiry using the 

critical tools and vocabularies of Comparative Literature. In the same 

lines, given the fluidic abstract notion of culture in the present neo-

nomadic age, it is prompting to incorporate the methods and 

conceptual frameworks drawn from comparative literature into 

ethnology. 

Arianna Dagnino in her exploratory essay “Comparative Literary 

Studies in the Twenty First Century: Towards a Transcultural 

Perspective?” suggests that the present globalised world demands a 

transcultural model of analysis and debate, where cultures will be read 

in their organic movements and mutual interventions against the 

backdrop of contemporary socio-economic phenomena, thereby 

opening up an opportunity to fill in the lacuna (6). This transcultural 

model as argued by Trojanow and Hoskote would require us to adopt 

a transcultural lens; a transcultural perspective that would see cultures 

not as monolithic, self-sufficient, location or people-specific, 

totalising entities but as metamorphic, confluential and intermingling 

processes where individuals constantly interact with them, are 

transformed by them and ultimately imaginatively write about them. 

As Russian culturologist Mikhail Epstein puts it, transculture liberates 

us mainly through interference with other cultures, from the 

conditioning effects of culture, with its set of pre-fixed, imposed 

habits, customs, assumptions and dynamics of group identity 

formation. Are today‟s writers conditioned and shaped at all by a 

single homogenous culture in the present era of globalisation? In fact, 

now cultural formation itself is transcultural. A truly globalised 

individual is marked essentially by a transcultural consciousness, 

living in a state of diffusion, in a flux; as such, their creative 

expression would also border on the transcultural and the critical 

reading of such texts would require ethnological perspectives and 

insights to be subsumed in comparative literary studies enquiry.  
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Check Your Progress 2 

i. Within the field of Comparative literature,” globalization can be 

best understood as 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

ii. Transculturalism as an ethnological approach is important due to  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

iii. National literature is significant in the field of comparative 

literature because   

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

iv. The epistemology of Global Englishes attains significance in 

comparative literature and ethnology due to 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

v.   Multiculturalism and interdisciplinarity are important frameworks 

to understand the fields of comparative literature and ethnology 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
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2.4    LET US SUM UP 

In this Unit, you have learnt 

 the defining frameworks of comparative literature and ethnology 

 relationship between comparative literature and ethnology 

 the key terminologies and theorists of comparative literature and 

ethnology 
 

2.5    KEYWORDS 

Ethnography, ethnology, comparative literature, chronotopes, 

globalization, transculturation, transnationalism, knowledge 

construction, prejudiced knowledge, politics of representation, 

interdisciplinarity, multidisciplinarity, translation studies, compoetics   

 Check Your Progress 

 Identify any three important features of ethnology. 

 How can you relate comparative literature to the concept of World 

literature? 

 In the field of comparative literature what is generally compared? 

 What role does „compoetics‟ play in the field of knowledge 

construction of comparative literature?  

 In what ways can ethnology be related to comparative literature?  

2.6   SUGGESTED BOOKS 

 Susan Bassnett, Comparative Literature: A Critical Introduction 

 Steven Totosy de Zepetnek. Comparative Literature and 

Comparative Cultural Studies.  

 Franz Boas. The Methods of Ethnology. 

 

 Answers 

 Check Your Progress 1 

i. True 

ii. Otherness 

iii. language and discourse 

iv. detrimental 

v. World literature 

vi. transnational 

vii. everyday activity 

viii. Adolf Bastian 

ix. Other 

x. Compoetics 
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Check Your Progress 2 

i. An ambiguous role in the sense that it promotes as well as 

precludes non-Whites knowledge and cultures  

ii. dissolution of cultures and borders and providing space to minor 

voices and cultures 

iii. Comparative literature breaks any form of hegemonical knowledge 

construction and in so doing promotes local traditions, cultures and 

national languages. 

iv. Global Englishes can play a significant role by circulating and 

promoting local knowledge systems in English 

v. Mutidisciplinarity and interdisciplinarity are central to comparative 

literature and ethnology for the obvious reason that they provide 

different lenses to look at the world anew. They provide us new 

visions to engage with the world. 

 

 

 

  



25 
 

       UNIT : 3    LITERATURE AND SOCIOLOGY 

 

 

    ::  STRUCTURE  :: 

 

3.0    Objectives 

3.1    Introduction. 

3.2    What is sociology? Characteristics of Sociology 

3.3    Basic concepts of Sociology.  

3.4    Relationship between individual and Society 

3.5    Socialization 

3.6    Social structure. 

 Check your progress (objective questions) 

3.7   Social issues/ problems. & Solutions: 

3.8   Sociology and literature. 

3.9   What is literature? 

3.10  Relationship between literature and Society 

3.11  Impact of Society on Literature  

3.12  Impact of literature on Society  

3.13  Taine's theory of Literature 

 Check your progress (Brief questions) 

3.15  Let us Sum up 

3.16  Key words 

3.17  Suggested Reading / Books 

 Answer of the MCQ Objective Questions 

 

 

3.0    OBJECTIVES 

Objectives of this unit is to study about Sociology and its relationship 

with literature. Literature represents life and the world in general. 

Naturally, it is imparted by society, culture, community and other 

organizations. In the same way, literature may impact on Society and 

sociology in general. For example, during the independence struggler 

in India, literature displayed the struggle independence under, the 
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leadership of Gandhiji and his concepts of non-violence, truth and 

Satyagraha. Is this unit, we shall discuss about the impact of literature 

and Sociology vice versa. We shall also present certain examples of 

literary works that impacted Society, culture etc and the impact of 

Sociology on literature.  

 

3.1    INTRODUCTION 

 

Sociology is the study of human relationships with Society. It has 

many subject mothers that range from crime to religion. It also deals 

with social culture, custirns race, class and creed. Sociology has been 

defined in different ways. 

The word Sociology was coined by Auguste Comte, who was a 

French philosopher. The word sociology to derived from the Latin 

word „Societus‟ The Greens word 'Logos' means the study of science. 

So, sociology is the science related to Society, community and Social 

associations and organizations. 

 

3.2  WHAT IS SOCIOLOGY? CHARACTERISTICS OF 

 SOCIOLOGY 

 

Prof Ginsberg defined it as the study of society which involves social 

interactions and inter-relations. It also includes Social institutions. 

The Social process depends quite often on Social enrfronment and 

geographical surrounding For example, people who live on Coastal 

area are fishermen and their major food is also fish. 

 

Ausguste Comte is regarded as the father of sociology, the considered 

sociology as a scientific discipline. John Stuart Mill was a great 

philosopher and Social thinker, the proposed the word ethnology but 

Thurber Spencer called it sociology, 

Some important definitions of sociology:  

 

 Sociology is a general science of society.  

      - Kingsley Daris R 

* Sociology is the science of social phenomenon subject to natural 

and is variable laws, the discovery of which is the object of 

investigation"  

      - Herbert sociology  

* Sociology is the science which attempts 

      -Emile Durkheim. 

* Sociology is the science which attempts the interpretive 

understanding of Social action.  

       - Max weber. 
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The definitions of sociology present following 

Views: (1) It is a science of sociology.  

(2) It is a Science of social relationships.  

(3) It is the study of social life.  

(4) It is the study of human behaviour in groups  

(5) It deals with social relationships  

(6) It is the study of social actions. 

 

There are debates about the true nature of Sociology, many critics and 

thinkers don't accept Sociology as a science. It does not utilize 

scientific methodology. However, many thinkers define it as a study 

of science. It is a social science; it is not natural science. It deals with 

human beings and social phenomena. Thus, sociology can be called. 

Independence science. It is not a physical science It is connected with 

psychology, history, political scrence, economics, anthropology etc. 

 

Sociology is also a categorical group and not normative discipline. It 

is a pure science rather than applies science It is an abstract science, 

not concrete science. It deals with generalization. It is both rational 

and empirical science.  
 

Sociology is an illuminating field of study. It investigates and 

analyses like research. Sociological scholar collect details and analyse 

from scientific point of view. Research methods and theories of 

sociology are powerful insights that help in development of society. 

 

Main characteristics of sociology are as follows: 

(1) Generalizing science. 

(2) Generative science. 

(3) Study of Social factors. 

(4) Social science, not physical science. 

(5) Special kind of abstraction.  

(6) Psychological study of society. 

(7) Objective science (not subjective). 

(8) Pure, analytical science. 

(9) Rational and empirical science. 

 

3.3    BASIC CONCEPTS OF SOCIOLOGY  

 

In Sociology, following are the basil concepts: 

3.3.1. Society. 

3.3.2. Community  

3.3.3. Institutions. 

3.3.4. Social organization. 
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3.3.5. Social structure. 

3.3.6. Association 

 

The basic concepts of sociology are human contacts like society, 

community, institutions, social organizations, social structure and 

association. Society is a group of people who share common culture, 

particular geographical area and unified entity. It is a web of social 

relationships. Community is connected with social political and 

economic activities It is a social organization that is territorially 

localized. Its members deal with their common problems. deal with 

their common problems. 
 

Institution in a procedure and instrument. They are tools of human 

transactions. It is a stable cluster of norms, Valker and roles. Social 

institution is an organized complex pattern. Within each institution, 

rights and duties of members are clearly defined. Family, school, 

college, church, club and political parties for are social institutions. 
 

The term social organization refers to interdependence of different 

aspects of society. It also refers to interrelations of political and 

economic divisions of society. Social structure refers to the pattern of 

interrelations between individuals. Every society has a Social 

Structure, a complex of major institutions, groups and arrangements. 

It is an activity that exists different times. However, they don't persist 

permanently. They may vary with time.  
 

Association to increasingly complex. There are collective actions. 

Each association has limited range of activities. It is a social 

organization with specific goals. They create limited but fixed goals 

for which they act collectively. 

 

3.4 RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INDIVIDUAL AND 

 SOCIETY 

 

when a child is born, he or she does not know anything around him, 

the gets attached to his/her mother or other members of the family. 

Elders look after the child and take care of the child. As the child 

grows up, it begins to learn. behaviour pattern with family members. 

Thus, the child becomes a Social individual rather than biological 

individual. 

 

3.5    SOCIALIZATION 

 

Socialization in important part of Sociology. It is a kind of Social 

process through which persons learn new things and Social norms. It 
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was process that a starts from infancy to elderly age. The person 

becomes socially aware and develops certain kinds of skills. 

Socialization to normally discussed in Terms of primary socialization. 

The child learns certain basic things from its mother, groups, school 

and media. In fact, the main agent of primary family. Even positive or 

negative views grandmother or other members of the family. When it 

goes to school, it learns many new things like sparking, writing, 

games etc. The child learns from family peer groups, schools and 

media. In that the main agent of primary Socialization is family Even 

positive or negative views are learner by the child in schools and other 

places.  

 In modern societies, class gender ethnic differences affect the 

child. In adulthood, the Person learns how to deal with others and 

behave with them. New media have also affected the people is their 

socialization. The stages of socialization are family peer groups, 

schools and media. The concept of socialization لا criticized by some 

thinkers who believe that the impact of Socialization is exaggerated. 

 

3.6    SOCIAL STRUCTURE  

 

Individuals and society are often in Human beings are close contact. 

Social animals. They cannot live without social relationships with 

family, neighbours and friends. Many people fellow religions priests, 

pandits and gurus. We are all influenced by social structures. The 

concept of social structure is related to regulations and norms created 

by society. The pattern of our behaviour also depends on Social 

structure. 

 

The elements of social structure are as follows:  

(1) Social structure results from process which are not static. They 

often change with time. 

(2) Social structure refers to the pattern & inter-relations between 

individuals.  

(3) Every  society has a social structure, a complex of groups, 

arrangements and institutions. 

(4) Social activities often create social. order. 

There are several types of Social structure like Social institutions, 

family, economic institutions, religions institutions, educational 

institutions, Political institutions etc. 
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I  Check Your Progress. 

Fill 13 the gaps with appropriate options. 

 

1. Sociology in a ________________ 

(A) Philosophy   (B) Politics 

(c) Music    (P) Education 

2. Tradition is the feature of______________ 

(A) Sociology   (B) Social views. 

(C) Social life   (D) religion 

3. India Society b ________________ 

 (A) easy   (B) Social Views 

 (C) Complex   (D)non-violence. 

   

4. There are__________ languages in India. 

(A) few     (B) many     

(C) diverse    (D) Cultured 

 

5. India has a ____________Society 

(A) Urban    (B) rural 

(C) Multiple   (D) Melike. 

 

6. Caste system is _________in India. 

(A) culture   (B) democratic   

(C) evil   (D) good factor 

 

7. Auguste Comte was __________ philosopher 

(A) American   (B) English 

(C) German   (D) French  

 

8. Stuart MSN was great __________Thinker. 

(A) Political   (B) Social. 

(C) philosophical  (D) religions. 

 

3.7   SOCIAL ISSUES/ PROBLEMS & SOLUTIONS  

 

Social issues are Social problems and Social evils. 

It is generally opposed to society or some part of society. It is harmful 

for the society. There are different kinds of social issues in different 

societies. India" faces many evils or issues like caste system, 

illiteracy, child labour, child marriage, gender inequality, superstitions 

and religions. Conflicts. Though India is a Country of multiple 

religions, she faces riots, exploitation and violence. Let us briefly 

discuss the social issue in India: 
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1. Caste system : Caste System in India is a great evil... Formerly, it 

was based on profession but it was then decided based on birth Status. 

In India, there were four major castes - Brahanin, Kishataya, Vaishya 

and Shudra Brahmins were treated as the noblest caste and shudras as 

the lowest. Brahmins were pandits or priests Kshatriyal were warriors, 

Vaishyas were trading class and shudras as the labourers, sweepers 

and cleaners. They were treated as untouchable people. 

 

Negative effects of caste system were inequality, untonchability and 

undemocratic nature. Solution for caste system has not worked so far. 

Even in politics, Caste system dominates the election and political 

leadership. 

 

However, education is the only solution to tackle caste system Lower 

class should be treated equally when they are socially progressive. 

 

2. Poverty:  Poverty is the economic condition of people who are 

unable to get job and earn money very often, they starve with our 

availability of food. They are without food, clothes and living homes. 

In India Shudras and other low-caste people were the victims of 

poetry.   
 

The Causes of poverty are lack of education, employment and 

professional skills etc. The economy of the country depends on 

poverty and lack of development. Indian agriculture depended on 

proper rainfall. Very often drought took place and all people suffered. 

It was difficult for poor people to survive. The solution for poverty is 

availability of work or job. The government should take actions to 

remove poverty. Education also helps in removing parity. 
 

(3) child labour: In India, there was a time when children had to work 

like labourers. Now, there are some changes but child labour still 

exists. Unemployment, poverty and illiteracy are the causes of child 

labour. It affects the life of the poor people whose children remain 

illiterate. Their health and life style are poor and many children lose 

their lives. Importing education is one of the remedies for removal of 

child labour. Parents should have proper employment and enough 

income. 
 

(4) child marriage: child marriage means marriage of children at 

lower age. According to law, the boys should be 21 years old and girls 

should be 18 years old to marry. In India, children were married at a 

very young age Illiteracy was also one of the caused of child 

marriage. Girls became pregnant at an early age and often lust their 

lives children were also poor in health and they became victims of 

certain diseases. Once again, education is the only solution to remove 
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this evil custom. Gender equality is very important to prevent this 

evil. Government should take strict steps to stop such problems. 
 

(5) Illiteracy: Illiteracy means inability to read and Write. It is a big 

social issue as many evils affeer illiterate people. They drink wine, 

smoke and live lower life. Due to illiteracy they don't get proper jobs. 

Caste system, gender inequality wore the causes of illiteracy. lower 

class children and girls were not allowed to study in Schools Illiterate 

people often become criminals due to poverty unemployment and 

starvation there also, education is the solution of illiteracy 

Government should take steps to promote education and help them to 

study. Education is the only Key-factor for many social problems. 
 

(6) Grender bras: Gender bias was also a great evil 12 India. Women 

were treated as lower gender. They had to work and like a labourer. 

When any decisions were taken in the family, they had no privilege to 

provide their opinion. As they were illiterate, they did not earn any 

money. Low status of women made them the victim of cruelty, 

pregnancy and Sexual exploration. As a bread winner, men treated 

women as "Second Sex". They had no chance to contribute to the 

Society. Even boy child was given more importance than girl child. In 

earlier times, newly born girl were Killed. Sati Pratha was a great 

disgrace in Indian Society. when the husband of a woman died, she 

had to burn herself. The people called her sati, widows also lived a 

very disgraceful life. She was avoided by other people. Woman 

empowerment to the true Solution for removing gender bias of 

women were educated, they would become powerful and independent' 

Education is the panacea for this problem also. Now, gradually, 

scenario in changing women have become intelligent and mentally 

powerful. In jobs, women were treated lower in capability but now 

women are pilots, Soldiers, adventurers and political leaders. 
 

There were other social evils like Sati pratia, dowry system, 

superstitions and unnecessary religions rituals. Religion is important 

in human life but it is the motivation for virtuous life, removing all 

evils. As Marsish Mehta describes Vaishnava Jana, the poem presents 

all kinds of virtues in human life. However, people often do not 

practice good actions but follow superstitions and rituals. 
 

Religion is love for Supreme power (God), not fear. There is one 

important solution for such rituals and superstitions. God-worship is a 

virtuous act but people are often exploited by priests, Sadhus, 

brahmins  and so-called Gurus.  

 

Sanitation and cleanliness are a great social issue in our country. 

People need to protect environment and Society. Promoting 
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cleanliness should be performed by all right from children to elders. 

People often suffer from diseases due to malnutrition and unhealthy 

life. Government needs to promate cleanliness and punish filthy, lirty 

members of the society. 

 

Thus, social issues are social problems in many countries. India was a 

sacred country in ancient times but after industrialization and 

urbanization, there are multiple issues of course, some evils were the 

part of Indian traditions and culture. 

They need to be removed. Solutions of These problems are basically 

education, environment, cleanliness, simple but good life style and 

Social equality. It is the duty of the government to deal with all social 

issues strictly to remove all kinds q evils and social issues. 
 

3.8   SOCIOLOGY AND LITERATURE 

Literature is called criticism of life. Sociology is the science of 

Society. Human beings are social animals. Human culture is based on 

society, social customs and social changes. Literature reflects society, 

culture and people. It is often related to historical back ground. 

Literature is not only related to particular subject but all kinds of 

subjects like Sociology, philosophy, psychology, science etc. 

Literature is creative and imaginative also some writers. focused on 

reality and presented realistic picture of life. Social atmosphere affects 

Literature because literature is the mirror that reflects society. 
 

Taine was a French thinker and critic. He was influenced by 

naturalism and authors like Emile Zola who was a realistic writer. 

Naturalism was first advocated by Emile Zola. Realistic literature 

presents historical events and other things that happened in past. 

However, it is documentary but realistic creative literature. This has 

happened in world literature for example, freedom struggle in India 

impacted on many literary works. Some Gujarati writers Wrote novels 

or poems about Social / political events. When Gandhiji went to 

London to attend Round Table Conference, Zaverchand and Meghani 

wrote a poem in which he told Mahatma Grandhi that Bapu should 

attend the Round Table Conference even if be succeeded or not, to 

attain Independence of India. 
 

There are many regional writers who wrote about Social background 

in their poems, novel,  short stories or drama. Social impact is seen in 

the world literature all over the world. Literature also impacted on 

Society causing social changes. 
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3.9   WHAT IS LITERATURE 

Literature is one of the most popular subjects. Economics, 

psychology, technology were later added for Scholars and students. 

Literature, on the other hand, had always been the source of human 

life and Culture. Great epics like the Mahabharata, the Ramayana and 

the Iliad were written thousands years ago. This means that literature 

is an expression of human life, society and human mind.  
 

Literature has been defined in different ways by writing critics and 

thinkers. Originally the word „Litera‟  or literra is Latin word which 

means writing formed in letters, alphabets. It is a written work but it is 

artistic and intellectual. It is is other arts like painting, music, dance 

etc. It provides entertainment and aesthetic pleasure. In India, we have 

a very popular Rasa theory that promotes different types of feelings in 

the hearts of the  formed in letters, alphabets. It is a written work but it 

is artistic and intellectual. It is like other arts like painting music, 

dance etc. It provides entertainment and aesthetic pleasure. In India, 

we have Very popular Raja theory that promoter different types of 

feelings in the hearts of the audience or readers, Aesthetic beauty is an 

important characteristic of literature. If literature is unable to provide 

aesthetic pleasure with aesthetic beauty, it cannot be called literature 

in true sense.  
 

Let us discuss a few important definitions of literature 

1. Literature is a body of written works. The name was 

traditionally applied to poetry with aesthetic delight.  

2. Literature has Various art forms like poetry, prose, drama, 

fiction etc. In past, literature was oral literature which was not 

written bur presented orally.  

3.  Literature was expression of feelings, emotions and thoughts 

about human life, society, culture and ethics. 

4.  Literature reflects social life, sonic problems, religion, 

philosophy and morality that motivate readers to live better 

like.  

5. Literature is called criticism of life. It interprets human life 

and promotes positive attitude towards society, environment, 

nature and virtuous life.  

6. Literature is the expression of fourth and beauty in human life. 

It is also history characterized by artistic suggestive and 

permanents qualities.  

7. Literature, unlike other writings is not informative or objective 

but it is subjective or personal presentation. A literary writer 

stands behind the written words.  
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8. Literature is sometime the part of expressionism and 

surrealism.  

9. Literature is a unique human activity with timeless. desire to 

understand and express his/her experiences.  

10. Literature is an art work that uses language. It is a medium in 

which artist creates an artwork through literary artistic tools. 

11. Literature is also defined as the written or oral composition 

that tells stories, nerds, drama etc.  

12. Literature is on creative and imaginative writing. which 

appeals to the heats hearts of the audience or readers.  

13.  Literature is a reflection of social, political, economic and 

cultural realities.  

14.  Ezra Pound defines literature as a simply language charged 

with meaning to the utmost possible degree.  

15. Literature does not describe reality but odds it to literary 

works. 

 

 Characteristics of literature 

1. written works : There are manual material for medicines or 

other products. People often call them literature but true 

literature is an aesthetic work, not informative.  

2.  Expression of human life and society.  

3. oral literature was also literature but now written literature is 

popular.  

4. Well-organized form of literary works.  

5. Journalistic writing is not literature as it focuses on news.  

6. Books of science, technology give information and therefore 

they cannot be called doce literature  

7. Literature is criticism of life. It is an interpretation of how to 

live good life.  

8. History refers to past events- good or bad.  They may preset 

reality but it cannot be called literature. However, there are 

historical novels that adds creativity and imagination.  

9. Literature can be culture, society and kinds of people.  

10. Literature can be autobiographical which presents life of the 

author in literary works with autobiographical 

events/references.  

11. Autobiography, diary, memoirs are also regarded as literature 

because of creative attitude. 

12. In past, Plato, Aristotle, Marcus Aurelius wire philosophers 

but their works have classical elements. 

13. Indian poetics / criticism is different from Western pretics but 

both of them are highly artistic. They can be applied to 

modern literature in India and Western countries. 
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 Major genres of literature 

Major genres of literature are as follows: 

1. Poetry  

2. Drama. 

3. Fiction (Bits & short stories). 

4. Prose writing. 

5. Autobiography. 

6. Biography.  

7. In mythology 

8.  Horror. 

9. mystery.  

10. Science fiction. 

11. Comedy 

12. Tragedy. 

13. Satire. 

14. Adventure fiction. 

15. Folk literature / Folk laws. 

 

3.10  RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LITERATURE AND 

 SOCIETY  

Literature is connected with society as the literary writers are 

impacted by contemporary society Literature records the feelings and 

thoughts that prevail in that period historical events influence writers 

who Write novels, drama or poetry that reflect society. In history of 

literature, we study the fact that literature was influenced by historical 

events like French Revolution, Puritanism, Victorian Age, modern age 

it. 

All human beings are members of the society and all of them are 

influenced by social events.  Writers are highly sensitive people and 

so they present social problems and impact on Social changes. Thus, 

society and literature are interrelated.  If literature expressed social 

sympathies, it influences society to improve social and heal Social 

problems. P. B. Shelley called poets the un acknowledged legislators 

of mankind. Social novels and Social drama have made great 

influence on society. K. B. Shaw's plays were thought provoking and 

critical plays presenting social and political evils. In the USA, black 

writers wrote powerful novels that changed human minds. During the 

Victorian Age, Charles Dickens described poverty, evils of education 

and impact of industrialization that took place during that period. In 

India, writers like Sarat Chandra Premchand and several Gujarati 

writers presented Gandhian impact on society during freedom 

struggle.  
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Thus, society creates literature which can be described as the mirror 

of society. Social problems and social changes are reflected in 

contemporary, literature. Literature and society have profound 

relationship that can be seen in all literature right from ancient times 

to modern times. The epics like the Mahabharata and the Ramayana 

have presented social problems of those days. Even as a family, there 

is enmity, Violence and injustice among Kauraras. The Ramayana 

presents injustice and inequality to Sita, the pious wife of Lord. Rama. 

Draupadi was insulted by Duryodhana and Dushashan in presence of 

great elders like Bhishma and Guru Drona. Guru Drona‟s attitude 

towards Eklavya depicts caste-bias.  

 

Literature and Society are inter-related and the Key-aspects of their 

relationship are as follows: 
 

1. Reflection of society: Literature often acts as a mirror that reflects 

social, political and cultural rechities. In Various forms of literature, 

the writers depict social various from of literature, the writers depict 

social issues, inequality and conflicts of the society. Virtues and 

values are highlighted to improve society and social life. 
 

2. Cultural identity: Literature plays a very important role in shaping 

Cultural identity. Every country has a different culture, religion, 

tradition etc. Ancient countries have mythologies and legends that 

influence their culture. Culture generally remains preserved and 

passes down to succeeding generation. Epics, ballads, folk literature 

etc. represent cultural identity. 
 

3 Social Commentary: Literature often work as a form of social 

commentary. Authors criticise and challenge certain norms. Casteism, 

racism, gender bias, poverty, exploitation etc are satirised and 

presented as Social evils. 

4. Social change : Social changes are created by literature in Various 

societies and Countries. In the USA, Harrier Beecher Stowe wrote a 

wirel! Uncle Tom's Cabin! which describes racism and exploitation of 

black people. They were sold by their owners. This novel impacted 

Abraham Lincoln who fought against racism and changed. the Social 

scenario. 

5. Expression of human experience: Literature presents. human 

experiences. It presents human feelings, thoughts and complexities of 

human life. People experience such emotions but literature makes 

them aware about them. Toni Morrison's novels present tragic 

experience of many black women who are suffer double agonics- 

gender bias and racism. 
 

6. Preservation of history:  History is the record of past events but 

literature preselves it through literature like epics, historical novels, 
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narratives, ballads and memoirs. History contains roots of the culture 

and society, one can learn some important lessons from history. As 

very often, history is repeated; one can be aware about it and avoid 

repetition of certain historical mistakes. 

7. Political themes: Human beings are political animals. The history 

of the entire world. There are various types of rule like monarchy, 

democracy, dictatorship, communism, socialism etc History of politic 

shows that literature makes people aware about their rights and duties. 

That is the reason why many Colonized countries have become free 

and independent. Communism has also lost it's importance. Equality 

of opportunities and rights are important rather than general equality. 

Individualism and Variety of body, color, culture are equally 

important. 
 

8. Entertainment/aesthetic pleasure: Literature provides entertainment 

and aesthetic pleasure. Society need to enjoy pleasure and 

entertainment. Poetry, nords, stories offer pleasure of art and teach 

them people lessons of life. 
 

9. Moral/ethical lessons: Literature generally provides  miral lessons. 

Good society requires good social life, equality, human compassion 

and understanding of happy human life. 

 

3.11  IMPACT OF SOCIETY ON LITERATURE  

 

Literature of represents human life and culture. It is the expression of 

the society and social life. It records thoughts and faclings of the 

people. It also presents social problems. We are all members of the 

society where we live. We Keep in touch with the people of the 

society, their thoughts and feelings. A literary writer presents social 

problems and suggests how these problems can be solved. society is 

the bond of companionship and communication between human 

beings. Literature presents social problems and protests against them. 

Society influences literature and literature influence society. The 

impact of society on literature and the influence of literature on 

society taxes place directly or indirectly.  
 

Great Bengali novcher  Sarat Chandra displayed Conservation 

conservatism regarding women in society. In some stories of Tagore 

also, there is presentation of social problems like poverty, illiteracy 

and inequality. In English literature charles Dickens described social 

problems of the Victorian Age like criminal attitude, or promage and 

physical punishment to the school students. Jane Austen not a social 

novelist but her words presented contemporange Social life like pride, 

ego etc. Rich and wiper middle class people dominated poor people. 
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In Dickens' 'Hard-Times', he displayed industrialization and changes 

that took place due to industrialism. Thus, literature acts like a mirror 

that reflect the Contemporary society. 
 

Novels had more impact of social life than other Genres. Like poetry, 

drama, lets but in modern age, some former dramatists focused on 

social problems. Social novels highlight different issues of society. In 

During 19th Century, Charles Dickens, Elizabeth Gaskell and George 

Gissing presented social novel which dealt with Social problems. 

Novel are prose narrative which present Social problems in details. 

They were all concerted by Society and Societal structures. Such 

works are realistic rather than imaginative. They emphasized on 

Social reforms. Dickens' novels affected the Government to make 

changes and reforms to education, poverty, starvation etic. They 

create social awareness among people. 
 

In India, Gandhiji literature reflects the social problem of India like 

untouchability, poverty, colonizing impact etc. Gandhiji introduced 

the practical messages of satyagraha, swaraj, rural development, 

economic equality and respect for women. Actually, Gandhiji was the 

leader of freedom struggle but he travelled over different parts of 

India and leader about Indian problems. He was against science and 

technology as they dominated and exploited poor people. 
 

In Gujarat, many writers like Pannalal Patel, Manubhai Pancheli, R.V. 

Desai propagated freedom struggle according to Gandhiji ideology. 

Mulk Raj Anand, R.K. Narayana, Raja Rao and Bhavani Bhattacharya 

represented Gandhian impact on their writings. Khnshwant Singh was 

a sixth writer who came from Lahore when India became free, 

Partition, riots, violence and commination were described in heart-

rending reality. However, the protagonist Sixth young man fell in love 

with a Muslim girl and he died when he tried to save his beloved who 

was travelling to Pakistan from India in a train. The title of the novel 

is 'Train to Pakistan". 
 

In world literature, influence of society is seen on novels, plays, 

poetry etc. As in Sanskrit literature, we can observe the influence of 

prevalent Society. The same thing can be seen in Greek Literature 

also. Chancer was the father of English literature. In 14th century, he 

wrote 'Prologue to the Canterbury Society' This, narrative presents 

poem describes local people and their mental queerness. Monks the 

Society of his age. He wrote in old English which is quite different 

from today for example, he used spelling 'had' instead of 'had‟  
 

Shakespeare was the greatest English play wright. Не struggled a lot 

and became immoral writer. He also presented social beliefs of the 

people in his plays comedies and tragedies. He wrote many plays 
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based on past Characters but in a new manner. He also displayed the 

evils like ambitions, pride, disparity between people and other evils 

that were prevalent in his time. He did not teach people or give 

message but presented social life with shortcomings or defects. 

However, the good triumphs over the evil is his works. His 

philosophical attitude was more humanistic rather than ethical or 

moral. 

18th century in English literature was satiric life. They were rational 

and formal people who satirized the artificial and shallow life. During 

the 18th century, Steele and Addison wrote periodical essays about 

superficial life. Then French Revolution influenced romantic pocts 

like words worth, P. B Shelley and John Keats. They propagated 

humanity, freedom and brother head. They supported equality among 

all kinds of people. Alfred Tennyson represented Victorian Age as a 

priest of nature the followed contemporary belief about women that 

they should live like housewives only. Manis for the food sword but 

women work with needles. 

 

In modern age, G.B. Shaw wroke very effective plays about Society, 

He satirized democracy war, nationalism etc. T.S. Eliot was and a 

unique scholarly pock. He was also influenced by World War II 

modern existentialistic life of the people. Disillusion, loneliness, non-

attachment with other human beings etc.  Abjurdism and 

existentialism presents meaninglessness of life. 
 

In other regional literatures also, society impacted on literature like 

Hindu, Marthi, Grijoration South Indian literature etc. Thus, Society 

and literature are intertwined. so that readers can look back at past and 

different cultures religions and Social life. 
 

Here, we present great literary works that influenced society and vice-

versa. You must read about these novels / works briefly.. 

1 George orwell. 

2. Jean-Paul Sartre. 

3. Gabriel Garcia Marquez. 

4. Stephen King 

5 I speak Neruda. 

6 Anne Frank 7. Simone de Beavoir. Bizi '241). 

8. Samuel Beckett. 9 Albert Camus. 

10. John Stein beck. 

11. william Golding 

12. Dom's Lessing 

13. Tony Morrison, 

14. Franz Kafxa. 

15. Salman Rushie 
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3.12  IMPACT OF LITERATURE ON SOCIETY 

Literature reflects society and Society reflects literature. Literature 

improves the life and understanding. Literature is written by talented, 

ideal Writers. There are many reasons to study or read literature. 

Educated society reads good literature and improves their life. It also 

improves communication Skills. Those who read can communicate in 

a good and sophisticated language. Their vocabulary is also 

impressive. If a persona classical language, his speech and use of 

words rends become very attractive and sweet. In Sanskrit sand that 

one should speak truth but also Sweet “પ્રિયમ ્વદ” 
Good literature provides positive guidance to the readers. Generally, 

the protagonists of literary works are ideal human beings. Like Lord 

Rama, he lives pious language and with good actions. Literature acts 

as a bridge between human beings. Literature presents ancient past 

life and ideal characters. Through literature, history comes alive. 

Literature cultivates wisdom and ideal world view. It makes person 

nobler human being. When a spectator watches tragedy he realizes 

that even after death, the protagonist lives a noble life. In 

Shakespeare's tragedies, Hamlet and Macbeth etc. die but they make 

our hearts sympathetic. As Aristotle say, it purgates emotions like fear 

and pity From psychological points of view, literature provides 

catharsis to negative emotions and makes a person ideal. In literature, 

good is highlighted but low emotions are purgated. 
 

Literature presents both good and evil ultimately 'Good? is sublimated 

and evils are removed from the hearts of the readers Literature also 

plays an important role in development of  nation's identity. Historical 

events in literature promotes patriotism, nationalism and love for the 

native culture. Good literature never leads people to violence, hatred 

and prejudices. Finally, literature entertains people. It gives us 

pleasure, aesthetic joy and pure humour. In tragedy, people 

experience deep sorrow but that makes them more sympathetic and 

kind human beings. In comedies, people laugh and experience 

pleasure and innocent joy. 
 

If we take a few examples of how literature affects society, we can 

refer to Charles Dickens' literature this novels, Oliver Twist Hard 

Times' 'Micholas Mickleby‟  influenced society making them aware of 

evils of society. The Parliament made certain changes 13 laws to 

reform, education, orphan house and other poor, staring people. His 

novel 'Hard Times' impacted pre-industrial age and the laws about 

child labour etc was passed by the government.    
 

If we think of India, Indian literature with Gandhian ideology made 

Luge influence on freedom struggle and anti-colonialism. In the USA, 
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black literature promoted awareness against racialism. Several black 

writers presented the miseries of the back people. Today, the scenario 

has changed. and it had a huge impact on the American life style. 

Black people have progressed in society, politics, education and soon.  
 

Finally, let us take an example of feminism in Gujarati literature by 

Kundanika Kapadia 'Saat Pagala Akashma". The condition of Indian 

women has changed and they also play important role in the gender 

equality and development of women's life.  
 

3.13  TAINE'S THEORY OF LITERATURE 

Hippolyte Taine was a French thinker, critic and historian. He was 

positive exponent. This notable works diseased the influence of race, 

time and milieu discusses cultural and literary history the claimed that 

literature is produced under the influence of three factors: 

1. Racialism. 

2. Time / Age- 

3. Milieu ( surrounding) 
 

The personality of person depends on these three factors. The writer's 

birth, social, political and geographical background and historical 

situation influence on what he writes. For example, Dickens and 

Tennyson belonged to Victorian Age. Dickens was a novelist and 

Tennyson was a pret but their time/age in common. Their race 

(English) was also common. The surrounding or background also 

plays an important role in writers and their works. Taine was more 

interested in biography and history rather than their individual talent 

or capability, the said, " A literary work was no mere individual play 

of imagination, but a transcript of contemporary manners, 

manifestation of certain kind of mind."  
 

Taine's theory cannot be taken as authentic because individual 

capability, talent and intellect play the real important role. All people 

belonging to the same age, race and milieu cannot be the same. It 

must be accepted that the theory is basically historical but not 

acceptable by human talents. 

 

 Check your progress 

Answer in brief 

1. what is Sociology?  Define it. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
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2. what are the characteristics of sociology? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

3 what i socialization? Explain briefly. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Discuss major social issues in India' 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Define literature and discuss its relation shop with Society. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

6 Discuss impact of society on literature. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

7 Discuss impact of literature on society. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
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8. Discuss briefly Taine's theory on literature and Society,of society st 

b' an organization of people. They try to help ouch one another and 

create positive culture. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

3.15  LET US SUM UP 

 

Human beings are the members society. It is an organization of 

people. They try to help one another and create positive culture 

society involves mutual awareness and develops human relationships. 

They believe in groups, caster and communities. Social relationship is 

the part of the culture. Society has certain rules, norms and customs. 

Sociology is the science of society. It has a huge impact literature and 

thinking. It has certain general goals. Society also has division of 

labour Society is an important part of human culture, sometimes, there 

are social evils that had to remove and reform human society and 

human mind. Both literature and society are inter-related and they 

have impact on each other. Taine believed that time, race and milieu 

create historical and sociological literature.  
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4.0    OBJECTIVES 

In this unit, you will learn; 

 what is culture and what are cultural studies? 

 to analyse and understand culture 

 to explore cultural diversity 

 to examine power and inequality 

 to question and challenge cultural assumptions 

 to foster social justice and equality 

 to engage in interdisciplinary research and collaboration 

 to contribute to public discourse and policy—making 
 

4.1     INTRODUCTION 

 

Culture can be described as learned, shared, dynamic, systemic, and 

symbolic. Let's explore each aspect (Figure: 2.1 Culture) further: 

1. Learned: Culture is acquired and learned through socialization, 

education, and exposure to the customs, beliefs, values, norms, 

and practices of a particular group or society. Individuals learn 

cultural behaviours, language, and social expectations through 

interactions with family, peers, and the broader community. 

2. Shared: Culture is a collective phenomenon that is shared by 

members of a particular group or society. It provides a common 

framework for individuals to understand and interpret the world 

around them. Cultural knowledge, beliefs, and practices are 

transmitted and shared among individuals through communication 

and socialization processes. 

3. Dynamic: Culture is not static but rather evolves and changes 

over time. It adapts to social, economic, and technological 

advancements, and external influences such as globalization and 

migration. Cultural dynamics are shaped by historical events, 

social movements, and interactions between different cultures, 

leading to the emergence of new cultural expressions and 

identities. 

4. Systemic: Culture is a complex system that encompasses various 

interconnected elements. It includes social institutions, norms, 

values, symbols, rituals, and practices that form the fabric of a 

society. These elements interact and influence one another, 
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creating a cohesive cultural system that guides behaviour, social 

relationships, and collective identity. 

5. Symbolic: Culture is characterized by the use of symbols that 

carry shared meanings within a particular group or society. 

Symbols can be language, gestures, rituals, art, music, and other 

forms of expressive communication. They serve as tools for 

conveying ideas, values, beliefs, and emotions, allowing 

individuals to interpret and navigate their cultural environment. 

 

 

 

Figure: 2.1 Culture 

4.1.1    Different Types of Cultures  

Culture refers to the shared beliefs, values, customs, behaviours, and 

artifacts. There are various types of culture found around the world, 

including: 

1. National Culture: This refers to the cultural characteristics and 

traditions specific to a particular nation or country. It 

encompasses elements such as language, history, cuisine, music, 

art, and traditional practices that are unique to a specific national 

identity. 

2. Subcultures: Subcultures are smaller cultural groups within a 

larger society that have distinct values, norms, and practices that 
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differentiate them from the mainstream culture. Examples 

include countercultural movements, youth subcultures, and ethnic 

or religious subcultures. 

3. Ethnic Culture: Ethnic culture refers to the cultural practices 

and traditions associated with a specific ethnic or racial group. 

It includes language, customs, rituals, folklore, and social 

norms that are passed down through generations. 

4. Organizational Culture: Organizational culture refers to the 

values, norms, and behaviours that are shared within a 

particular organization or workplace. It influences the 

attitudes, communication styles, and decision-making 

processes within the organization. 

5. Popular Culture: Popular culture refers to the cultural 

practices, beliefs, and entertainment forms that are prevalent 

and widely consumed within a society. It includes elements 

such as music, fashion, movies, television shows, sports, and 

trends that capture the interests of the general public. 

6. Material Culture: Material culture encompasses the physical 

artifacts, objects, and creations of a society that reflect its 

values, beliefs, and way of life. This includes architecture, 

clothing, technology, tools, artwork, and other tangible 

objects. 

7. Global Culture: Global culture refers to the shared cultural 

elements that transcend national boundaries and are influenced 

by globalization and interconnectivity. It includes global 

phenomena such as international communication networks, 

global media, transnational brands, and shared cultural 

practices and trends. 

8. Indigenous Culture: Indigenous culture refers to the cultural 

traditions, languages, rituals, and beliefs of indigenous or 

native peoples within a specific region. Indigenous cultures 

often have deep connections to the land, spirituality, and 

traditional knowledge systems. 

4.1.2    Indian and Western Cultures  

Indian Culture: Indian culture is incredibly diverse, reflecting the 

rich history, traditions, languages, religions, and ethnicities found 

within the country. It is characterized by its deep-rooted traditions, 
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spirituality, and a strong emphasis on family and community. Here are 

some key aspects of Indian culture (Figure: 2.2 Indian Culture): 

1. Religion and Spirituality: India is known for its diverse religious 

landscape, including Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism, 

Buddhism, and Jainism. These religions have had a profound 

influence on Indian culture, shaping beliefs, rituals, festivals, and 

social customs. 

2. Festivals and Celebrations: India is renowned for its vibrant and 

colourful festivals, which vary from region to region. Diwali 

(Festival of Lights), Holi (Festival of Colours), Eid, Christmas, 

Durga Puja, and Navratri are some of the major festivals 

celebrated with great enthusiasm across the country. 

3. Traditional Clothing: Indian clothing is diverse and varies across 

regions. Traditional attire for men includes the dhoti, kurta, 

sherwani, and lungi, while women often wear sarees, salwar 

kameez, lehengas, and churidars. Each outfit is intricately 

designed and reflects the cultural heritage of the region. 

4. Cuisine: Indian cuisine is known for its rich flavors, spices, and 

variety. Each region in India has its own culinary specialties, 

ranging from spicy curries in the north to rice-based dishes in the 

south. Popular dishes include biryani, curry, dosa, samosa, and 

various types of bread like naan and roti. 
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  Figure: 2.2 Indian Culture 

Western Culture: Western culture encompasses the traditions, 

values, art, music, literature, and social norms that have developed in 

Western societies, primarily in Europe and North America. It is 

characterized by its individualism, secularism, and a strong influence 

of Enlightenment ideals. Here are some key aspects of Western 

culture (Figure:2.3 Western Culture): 

1. Individualism and Democracy: Western culture places a strong 

emphasis on individual freedom, personal achievement, and 

democratic principles. It values individual rights, equality, and the 

rule of law. 

2. Scientific and Technological Advancements: Western societies 

have made significant contributions to science, technology, and 

innovation. The Industrial Revolution, advancements in medicine, 

space exploration, and the development of the internet are some 

notable achievements. 

3. Arts and Literature: Western culture has a rich history of art, 

literature, and intellectual pursuits. From Renaissance art and 

classical music to modernist literature and contemporary film, 

Western cultural expressions have had a global impact. 

4. Fashion and Popular Culture: Western countries are often at the 

forefront of global fashion trends and popular culture. From 

Hollywood films and music to fashion brands, Western popular 

culture has a widespread influence on entertainment and lifestyle 

choices worldwide. 

5. Secularism and Pluralism: Western culture embraces secular 

values and pluralistic societies, allowing for diverse religious, 

cultural, and ideological beliefs. It promotes freedom of 

expression, tolerance, and respect for individual differences. 
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Figure:2.3 Western Culture 

  4.1.3     Role of Culture 

Culture plays a significant role in shaping individual and collective 

identities, beliefs, values, behaviours, and social structures. Here are 

some key roles of culture: 

1. Identity Formation: Culture provides individuals with a sense of 

belonging and identity. It shapes their self-perception and helps 

define their place within a particular social group or community. 

Cultural norms, values, and practices influence how individuals 

perceive themselves and others, influencing their behaviours and 

interactions. 

2. Social Cohesion: Culture fosters social cohesion by providing a 

shared set of values, beliefs, and norms that guide behavior and 

interactions within a society or group. It creates a sense of unity 

and solidarity among members, enabling cooperation, trust, and 

collective identity. 

3. Communication and Expression: Culture serves as a medium for 

communication and expression. Language, symbols, art, music, 

rituals, and other cultural forms allow individuals to convey 

meaning, express emotions, and share experiences. Cultural 

expressions serve as a common language that facilitates 

understanding and connection among individuals. 
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4. Knowledge Transmission: Culture plays a crucial role in 

transmitting knowledge from one generation to another. It 

encompasses a wide range of knowledge, including scientific, 

historical, artistic, and traditional knowledge. Cultural practices, 

rituals, storytelling, and educational systems serve as vehicles for 

passing down knowledge and wisdom from older generations to 

younger ones. 

5. Norms and Values: Culture establishes norms, rules, and 

expectations that guide individual and social behaviours. It 

provides a framework for understanding what is considered 

acceptable, appropriate, and moral within a particular society. 

Cultural norms and values shape social interactions, ethical 

standards, and the formation of social institutions. 

6. Adaptation and Survival: Culture enables societies to adapt and 

survive in their environments. Cultural practices, knowledge, and 

technologies are developed to address the challenges and demands 

of specific contexts. They provide solutions for survival, resource 

management, environmental adaptation, and social organization. 

7. Influence on Decision-making and Social Institutions: Culture 

influences decision-making processes, social institutions, and 

governance systems within a society. Cultural beliefs, values, and 

practices shape the creation and functioning of political, 

economic, educational, and legal institutions. They influence the 

formulation of policies, laws, and social norms that govern social 

interactions and relationships. 

8. Cultural Diversity and Appreciation: Culture celebrates and 

preserves the diversity of human experiences and expressions. It 

recognizes and values different cultural traditions, languages, 

beliefs, and perspectives. Cultural diversity enriches societies by 

fostering cross-cultural understanding, appreciation, and mutual 

respect. 

4.1.4    Components of Culture                    

Culture encompasses a wide range of components that collectively 

shape the beliefs, values, behaviours, and practices of a particular 

group or society. Here are some key components of culture: 

1. Symbols: Symbols are tangible or intangible representations that 

carry shared meanings within a cultural context. They include 

language, gestures, signs, images, objects, rituals, and other forms 

of communication that convey specific messages or ideas. 
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2. Language: Language is a fundamental component of culture. It 

allows for communication and the transmission of cultural 

knowledge, beliefs, and values. Different languages shape the way 

individuals perceive and interpret the world around them and 

influence social interactions. 

3. Beliefs and Values: Beliefs are the deeply held convictions and 

understandings that individuals or communities hold about the 

nature of reality, the purpose of life, and moral principles. Values 

are the shared ideas and principles that guide behaviour and 

decision-making, reflecting what is considered important and 

desirable within a culture. 

4. Norms: Norms are social expectations and rules that guide 

behaviours within a society or group. They define what is 

considered appropriate or inappropriate, acceptable or 

unacceptable. Norms can be formal (e.g., laws) or informal (e.g., 

customs) and vary across different cultural contexts. 

5. Customs and Traditions: Customs are traditional practices and 

behaviours that are passed down through generations within a 

culture. They include rituals, ceremonies, celebrations, and 

etiquettes that shape social interactions and mark significant 

events or milestones. 

6. Arts and Aesthetics: Arts, including visual arts, literature, music, 

dance, theatre, and film, are important expressions of culture. 

They reflect the creativity, values, and aesthetics of a society, 

providing a means for self-expression, storytelling, and cultural 

preservation. 

7. Social Institutions: Social institutions are formal structures within 

a society that organize and govern social behaviours. They include 

family, education, religion, government, economy, and healthcare 

systems. Social institutions reflect cultural values, norms, and 

power dynamics. 

8. Technology and Material Culture: Technology and material 

culture encompass the tools, artifacts, and physical objects created 

and used by a culture. They include architecture, clothing, tools, 

transportation systems, and technological advancements that 

reflect the cultural values, needs, and capabilities of a society. 

9. Knowledge and Education: Culture encompasses the knowledge, 

information, and skills acquired and transmitted within a society. 

It includes scientific, historical, traditional, and practical 
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knowledge that is passed down through formal education, 

apprenticeships, storytelling, and other forms of learning. 

10. Cultural Identity: Cultural identity refers to the sense of 

belonging and identification with a particular culture or group. It 

includes shared experiences, language, traditions, values, and 

symbols that shape an individual's self-perception and sense of 

community. 

Check Your Progress – 1 

i) Multiple-Choice Questions 

1. Which of the following is NOT a component of culture?  

     a) Language  

     b) Religion  

     c) Race  

     d) Geography 

2. What does cultural diversity refer to?  

      a) The variety of natural resources in a region  

      b) The range of languages spoken in a country 

      c) The differences in beliefs, values, and practices among groups  

      d) The number of museums in a city 
 

3. What role does language play in culture?  

          a) It creates cultural norms and values  

          b) It shapes social class distinctions  

          c) It facilitates communication and knowledge transmission  

         d) It determines an individual's race and ethnicity 

ii) Answer the following questions 

1. Write difference between Indian culture and Western culture.  

2. What is the role of culture? 

 

4.2     CULTURAL STUDIES  

Cultural Studies is an academic field that focuses on the critical 

analysis and interpretation of culture and its various manifestations 

within society. It explores the ways in which culture shapes and is 

shaped by social, political, and historical contexts. Cultural Studies 

examines a wide range of cultural practices, artifacts, and expressions, 
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including literature, film, art, music, media, popular culture, rituals, 

and everyday life. It seeks to understand the complex interactions 

between culture, power, identity, representation, and social dynamics. 

4.2.1   Types of Cultural Studies     

Cultural Studies encompasses various approaches and subfields that 

examine different aspects of culture and its intersections with society. 

n (Figure: 2.4 Tyres of Cultural Studies) are some different types of 

Cultural Studies: 

1. Media and Cultural Studies: This branch of Cultural Studies 

focuses on the analysis of media, including television, film, radio, 

digital media, and popular culture. It examines the role of media in 

shaping cultural norms, identities, and power relations. For 

example, scholars may analyse how representations of gender, 

race, and class in popular media contribute to social constructions 

and inequalities. 

2. Postcolonial Studies: Postcolonial Cultural Studies examines the 

legacies of colonialism and the impact of colonization on culture, 

identity, and power dynamics. It explores how colonial 

experiences have shaped cultural practices, literature, language, 

and social structures. For instance, scholars may study 

postcolonial literature from countries that were once colonized to 

understand how it reflects the complex dynamics of power and 

resistance. 

3. Gender and Cultural Studies: This branch focuses on the ways 

in which gender is constructed, represented, and experienced 

within culture and society. It analyses how gender identities are 

shaped through cultural practices, media, and social norms. For 

example, scholars may explore the portrayal of femininity and 

masculinity in advertising or the intersectionality of gender with 

race, class, and sexuality. 

4. Cultural Studies of Science and Technology: This area 

examines the cultural dimensions of science, technology, and their 

impact on society. It investigates how scientific knowledge is 

produced, communicated, and interpreted within cultural contexts. 

For instance, scholars may explore how scientific discourse shapes 

public perceptions and policies related to issues such as climate 

change or genetic engineering. 

5. Visual and Material Culture Studies: This field focuses on the 

analysis of visual and material artifacts, such as art, photography, 
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fashion, architecture, and everyday objects. It explores how these 

artifacts communicate meanings, reflect cultural values, and 

influence social practices. For example, scholars may study the 

representation of political ideologies in public monuments or the 

symbolism of fashion in relation to identity and social status. 

6. Cultural Studies of Globalization: This branch examines the 

impact of globalization on culture, identity, and social relations. It 

explores how globalization processes, such as migration, 

transnational flows of capital and information, and the spread of 

cultural products, shape local and global cultures. Scholars may 

investigate the influence of global brands, diaspora communities, 

or cultural hybridity in the context of globalization. 

 

 

Figure: 2.4 Tyres of Cultural Studies 

4.2.2    Themes of Cultural Studies  

Cultural Studies encompasses a wide range of themes that examine 

the complex relationship between culture and society. Here are some 

common themes explored in Cultural Studies: 

1. Power and Resistance: Cultural Studies often investigates 

power dynamics within society and the ways in which power 

is exercised and resisted. It explores how cultural practices, 

discourses, and representations shape and reproduce power 

structures, as well as how marginalized groups challenge and 

resist dominant power relations. 
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2. Identity and Representation: Cultural Studies examines how 

identities are constructed and represented within cultural contexts. 

It explores how race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, class, and other 

social categories shape individual and collective identities. It also 

analyses the ways in which cultural representations in media, 

literature, art, and popular culture contribute to the formation of 

identities. 

3. Globalization and Transnationalism: This theme explores the 

impact of globalization on culture, including the flow of ideas, 

people, and cultural products across borders. It examines how 

globalization processes influence local cultures, identities, and 

social relations. It also investigates the tensions and inequalities 

arising from global interconnectedness. 

4. Popular Culture and Everyday Life: Cultural Studies focuses 

on the study of popular culture and its significance in shaping 

social practices, beliefs, and identities. It examines how everyday 

cultural practices, such as fashion, music, television, sports, and 

social media, impact individuals and communities. It analyses 

how popular culture reflects and influences societal values, norms, 

and ideologies. 

5. Cultural Production and Consumption: This theme explores 

the production, distribution, and consumption of cultural products. 

It examines how cultural industries, such as film, literature, music, 

and art, influence and are influenced by social, economic, and 

political factors. It also investigates the role of audiences and 

consumers in shaping cultural meanings and practices. 

6. Cultural Memory and Heritage: Cultural Studies explores the 

ways in which societies remember, preserve, and transmit their 

cultural heritage. It examines how collective memory is 

constructed through cultural practices, monuments, museums, and 

commemorative rituals. It also investigates the politics of heritage, 

including debates over cultural preservation and the representation 

of historical events. 

7. Media and Technology: This theme focuses on the role of media 

and technology in shaping culture and society. It analyzes the 

impact of mass media, digital technologies, and social media on 

communication, representation, and social interaction. It explores 

issues such as media ownership, media literacy, surveillance, and 

the digital divide. 
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8. Social Justice and Activism: Cultural Studies is often engaged 

with social justice issues and the promotion of social change. It 

examines the ways in which culture, discourse, and representation 

can perpetuate or challenge social inequalities. It also explores the 

role of cultural activism, social movements, and grassroots 

initiatives in challenging dominant power structures and 

advocating for social justice. 

4.2.3     Differences between Indian & Western Cultural 

 Studies 

Indian Cultural Studies and Western Cultural Studies approach the 

study of culture from different perspectives, shaped by their 

respective cultural contexts and intellectual traditions. Here are some 

key differences between the two: 

1. Cultural Context: Indian Cultural Studies focuses on the specific 

cultural context of India, examining its diverse traditions, 

languages, religions, and social practices. It explores the rich 

cultural heritage of India, including ancient texts, classical arts, 

folklore, and religious traditions. Western Cultural Studies, on the 

other hand, is rooted in the cultural context of Western societies, 

such as Europe and North America, and often draws on Western 

philosophical and theoretical frameworks. 

2. Philosophical and Theoretical Frameworks: Indian Cultural 

Studies incorporates philosophical and theoretical frameworks that 

are rooted in Indian traditions, such as Vedanta, Yoga, and 

Dharmic philosophies. It may draw on concepts like dharma, 

karma, and moksha to analyses cultural phenomena. Western 

Cultural Studies, on the other hand, draws on Western 

philosophical traditions, including Marxism, poststructuralism, 

feminism, and postmodernism, to analyses culture and society. 

3. Emphasis on Religiosity and Spirituality: Indian Cultural 

Studies often places a significant emphasis on the study of 

religious traditions, rituals, and spiritual practices. It explores the 

intersections between culture and spirituality, examining how 

religious beliefs and practices shape social and cultural 

phenomena. In contrast, Western Cultural Studies tends to 

approach religion from a more secular perspective, focusing on 

the analysis of religious symbols, discourses, and their social and 

cultural impacts. 

4. Oral and Performance Traditions: Indian Cultural Studies 

recognizes the importance of oral traditions, folklore, and 
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performance arts in the transmission of culture. It explores forms 

of cultural expression such as storytelling, folk music, dance, and 

theatre. Western Cultural Studies, while acknowledging the 

significance of performance arts, often places greater emphasis on 

written texts, literary analysis, and visual culture. 

5. Postcolonial Perspective: Indian Cultural Studies often engages 

with postcolonial theories and frameworks, analysing the impact 

of colonialism and the process of decolonization on Indian culture 

and identity. It examines issues of cultural hybridity, 

representation, and power dynamics in the postcolonial context. 

Western Cultural Studies, on the other hand, often explores the 

legacies of colonialism from the perspective of Western societies 

and their relationship with the rest of the world. 

6. Language and Translation: Indian Cultural Studies considers the 

diversity of languages in India and the role of translation in 

accessing and interpreting cultural texts. It explores the challenges 

and complexities of translating cultural concepts and literary 

works across different languages. Western Cultural Studies, while 

recognizing the importance of translation, often focuses on 

analysing cultural texts in their original language or through 

translated versions in major Western languages. 

4.2.4    Cultural Studies Writer 

Cultural Studies emerged as an academic discipline in the mid-20th 

century, and numerous influential writers and scholars. Here is a brief 

overview of some key cultural studies writers from the beginning: 

1. Raymond Williams (1921-1988): Raymond Williams, a British 

cultural theorist, is often regarded as one of the founders of 

Cultural Studies. His book “Culture and Society” (1958) critically 

examined the relationship between culture and society, 

emphasizing the role of culture in shaping social structures and 

identities. Williams explored the concept of “culture” as a whole 

way of life, encompassing not only artistic and intellectual 

pursuits but also everyday practices and social relations. 

2. Stuart Hall (1932-2014): Stuart Hall, a Jamaican-born British 

scholar, made significant contributions to Cultural Studies, 

particularly in the areas of media studies and identity. His work 

focused on the role of media in the construction of meanings, 

ideologies, and representations. Hall‟s influential essays on 

cultural identity, such as “Encoding/Decoding” and “The West 

and the Rest: Discourse and Power,” explored issues of race, 
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ethnicity, and postcolonialism, emphasizing the importance of 

cultural politics and power relations. 

3. Michel Foucault (1926-1984): Although not exclusively a cultural 

studies writer, Michel Foucault‟s work has had a profound 

influence on the field. His writings on power, knowledge, and 

discourse have been widely applied in cultural studies analyses. 

Foucault‟s ideas on how power operates through discursive 

practices, institutions, and social norms have shaped critical 

understandings of culture and its role in the construction of social 

realities. 

4. Homi K. Bhabha (1949-present): Homi K. Bhabha, an Indian-

born British scholar, has contributed significantly to postcolonial 

cultural studies. His work explores the complexities of cultural 

hybridity, ambivalence, and identity in postcolonial contexts. 

Bhabha's concepts of “third space” and “mimicry” have become 

key theoretical frameworks in understanding the complexities of 

cultural negotiation and representation in postcolonial societies. 

5. Judith Butler (1956-present): Judith Butler, an American 

philosopher and gender theorist, has made important contributions 

to cultural studies, particularly in the field of gender and sexuality 

studies. Her influential work, “Gender Trouble,” challenges 

traditional notions of gender identity and performativity. Butler‟s 

ideas on the social construction of gender and the performative 

nature of identity have been widely influential in cultural studies 

and related fields. 

4.2.5     Cultural Studies Writers from Different Centuries 

 and Regions 

There have been writers and scholars throughout history but here is a 

selection of influential cultural studies writers from various centuries: 

1. Ancient and Classical Period: 

 Aristotle (384-322 BCE): Aristotle, the Greek philosopher, 

explored the relationship between culture, society, and ethics in 

his works, including “Nicomachean Ethics” and “Poetics.” His 

writings on tragedy and the role of literature in society have had a 

lasting impact on cultural studies. 

2. Medieval Period: 

 Al-Farabi (872-950): Al-Farabi, a Persian philosopher, made 

significant contributions to cultural and political philosophy. His 
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works, such as “The Political Regime” and “The Perfect State,” 

discussed the role of culture, education, and governance in creating 

a just society. 

3. Renaissance Period: 

 Michel de Montaigne (1533-1592): Montaigne, a French writer 

and philosopher, is known for his essays, which explored various 

cultural and philosophical topics. His introspective and humanistic 

approach to understanding the self and society influenced later 

cultural theorists. 

4. Enlightenment Period: 

 Immanuel Kant (1724-1804): Kant, a German philosopher, 

examined the role of culture, aesthetics, and reason in his works, 

including “Critique of Judgment” and “Critique of Pure Reason.” 

His ideas on the universality of aesthetic judgment and the 

importance of autonomy have influenced cultural studies and 

aesthetics. 

5. 19th Century: 

 Matthew Arnold (1822-1888): Arnold, an English poet and 

cultural critic, contributed to the understanding of culture and 

society in the Victorian era. His writings, such as “Culture and 

Anarchy,” explored the role of culture in fostering social harmony 

and addressing societal issues. 

6. 20th Century: 

 Frantz Fanon (1925-1961): Fanon, an influential thinker from 

Martinique, examined the intersections of culture, colonialism, and 

identity in his works, including “Black Skin, White Masks” and 

“The Wretched of the Earth.” His writings have been pivotal in 

postcolonial cultural studies. 

 Ashis Nandy (1937-present): Ashis Nandy, an Indian cultural 

critic and psychologist, has made significant contributions to the 

study of culture, identity, and nationalism. His works, such as “The 

Intimate Enemy” and “Traditions, Tyranny, and Utopias,” explore 

the complexities of cultural dynamics in the Indian context. 
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4.2.6     Cultural Studies and Feminist Theory 

Cultural Studies and feminist theory intersect in numerous ways, 

offering critical insights into the dynamics of gender, power, and 

culture. Here are some influential feminist writers in cultural studies: 

1. Bell hooks (1952-present): Bell hooks is an acclaim med feminist 

author, cultural critic, and social activist. Her work explores the 

intersections of race, gender, and class, and she has contributed 

extensively to the fields of cultural studies and feminist theory. 

Her books, such as “Feminist Theory: From Margin to Centre” 

and “Ain‟t I am Woman? Black Women and Feminism,” critically 

examine the ways in which culture, representation, and power 

shape the experiences of women, particularly Black women. 

2. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak (1942-present): Gayatri 

Chakravorty Spivak, an Indian literary theorist and feminist 

scholar, has made significant contributions to postcolonial 

feminism. Her seminal essay “Can the Subaltern Speak?” explores 

issues of representation, voice, and power within the context of 

colonial and postcolonial societies. Spivak's work challenges 

traditional frameworks and highlights the need for intersectional 

analyses of culture, gender, and social dynamics. 

3. Chandra Talpade Mohanty (1951-present): Chandra Talpade 

Mohanty is an Indian feminist scholar known for her work in 

postcolonial and transnational feminism. Her influential essay 

“Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial 

Discourses” critiques Eurocentric approaches to feminism and 

highlights the importance of considering the diverse experiences 

of women across different cultures and contexts. Mohanty's 

writings explore issues of globalization, colonialism, and the 

intersections of gender, race, and class. 

4. Uma Narayan (1958-present): Uma Narayan is an Indian 

feminist philosopher and cultural critic. Her work focuses on 

issues of gender, culture, and identity within the Indian context. 

Narayan's book “Dislocating Cultures: Identities, Traditions, and 

Third World Feminism” explores the complexities of cultural 

identity and the challenges faced by women in non-Western 

contexts. She critically examines cultural norms and highlights the 

importance of diverse voices and perspectives in feminist 

discourse. 

5. Vandana Shiva (1952-present): Vandana Shiva is an Indian 

scholar, environmental activist, and ecofeminist. Her work 
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explores the intersections of gender, environment, and 

globalization. Shiva‟s writings, such as “Staying Alive: Women, 

Ecology, and Development,” argue for the recognition of women's 

knowledge and agency in sustainable development and the need to 

challenge patriarchal structures that exploit both women and the 

environment. 

Check Your Progress –21 

i) Multiple-Choice Questions: 

1. Cultural studies are an interdisciplinary field that focuses on the 

study of:  

          a) Biology  

          b) Culture  

          c) Mathematics  

          d) Physics  

2. Cultural studies explore the intersections of which of the 

following within cultural contexts?  

           a) Technology, science, and art  

           b) Power, identity, and representation  

           c) History, geography, and mathematics  

           d) Literature, music, and film  

3. Cultural studies emphasize the critical examination of the 

relationship between:  

          a) Science and technology  

       b) Art and aesthetics  

       c) Culture and society  

       d) Philosophy and religion  

ii) Answer the following questions 

1. What are cultural studies? 

2. Write any 3 differences between Indian and Western cultural 

studies. 
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4.3    LET US SUM UP     

In this unit, you have learnt:  

 culture and different types of cultures 

 Indian and Western cultures                      

 role of and components of culture                    

 cultural studies and types of cultural studies   

 themes of cultural studies  

 differences between Indian and Western cultural studies  

 cultural studies writer from different centuries and regions 

 cultural studies and feminist theory 

 

4.4    KEY WORDS 

 

Culture The beliefs, values, customs, practice and 

artifacts of a a particular society or group. 

Identity The sense of self and belongingness shaped by 

cultural, social, and personal factors. 

Discourse The system of ideas, beliefs, and practices that 

shape and define cultural knowledge and 

understanding. 

Postcolonialism The study of the cultural, social, and political 

consequences of colonialism and the resistance to 

colonial power structures. 
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1. books, bell. Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center. South End 

Press, 2015. 

2. Hall, Stuart. "Cultural Studies: Two Paradigms." Media, Culture 

& Society 2, no. 1 (1980): 57-72. 

3. Said, Edward W. Orientalism. Vintage Books, 1979. 

4. Williams, Raymond. Culture and Society: 1780-1950. Penguin 

UK, 2014. 

 



65 
 

 Answers 

Check Your Progress – 1 

i) Multiple-Choice Questions: 

1. d) Geography 

2. c) The differences in beliefs, values, and practices among 

groups 

3. c) It facilitates communication and knowledge transmission 

ii) Answer the following questions 

1. Please refer: 2.1.2 Indian and Western Cultures  

2. Please refer: 2.1.3 Role of Culture 

Check Your Progress –  

i) Multiple-Choice Questions: 

1. b) Culture 

2. b) Power, identity, and representation 

3. c) Culture and society 

ii) Answer the following questions 

1. Please refer: 2.2 Cultural Studies   

2. Please refer:  2.2.3 Differences between Indian and Western 

Cultural Studies  
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UNIT : 5  COMPARATIVE LITERATURE &   

     CULTURAL STUDIES 

 

::  STRUCTURE  :: 

 

5.0    Objective 

5.1     Introduction 

 5.1.1   Comparative Literature  

 5.1.2    School of Comparative Literature 

 5.1.3    What Is to Be Compared in Literature? 

 5.1.4    Purposes to Compare 

5.2    Cultural Studies  

 5.2.1   Aims of Cultural Studies   

 5.2.2    Types of Cultural Studies  

 5.2.3     Purposes to Cultural Studies  

5.3     Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies 

 5.3.1    Relevance of Comparative Literature and  

   Cultural Studies 

 5.3.2     Relations Between Comparative Literature  

   and Cultural Studies 

 5.3.3     Differences Between Comparative Literature 

  and Cultural Studies 

5.4     Let Us Sum Up     

5.5     Key Words 

5.6     Suggested Reading  

Answers 

 

5.0    OBJECTIVE 

In this unit, we shall learn; 

 meaning of literature, comparative literature and cultural studies  
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 how to conduct comparative analysis of literary works from 

different cultural and linguistic traditions 

 to develop critical thinking skills and promote nuanced 

interpretation of literary texts 

 to recognize the importance of translation and cultural exchange in 

facilitating the circulation of literary works across linguistic and 

cultural boundaries 

 to understand and analyze the complexities of culture. 

 to critically examine and question dominant cultural practices, 

ideologies, and power structures 

 to engage with social change and activism by addressing issues of 

social justice, inequality, and marginalization 

 relevance of comparative literature and cultural studies 

 relations and difference between comparative literature and 

cultural studies. 

 

5.1     INTRODUCTION 

Literature refers to written works of art that are considered to have 

artistic or intellectual value. It encompasses various forms of creative 

expression, including novels, poems, plays, short stories, essays, and 

more. Literature serves as a means of storytelling, expressing ideas, 

exploring emotions, and reflecting on the human experience. It has the 

power to entertain, provoke thought, evoke emotions, and provide 

insights into different aspects of life. 

Literature can be categorized into different genres based on its form, 

content, and style. Here are a few examples of literature genres: 

1. Novel: A novel is a long fictional prose narrative that tells a story 

with complex characters, plot developments, and themes. Examples 

include "Pride and Prejudice" by Jane Austen, "To Kill a 

Mockingbird" by Harper Lee, and "1984" by George Orwell. 

2. Poetry: Poetry is a form of literature that uses rhythmic and often 

metrical language to evoke emotions and convey ideas. It often 

makes use of imagery, symbolism, and figurative language. 

Examples of famous poets include William Shakespeare, Emily 

Dickinson, and Langston Hughes. 

3. Drama: Drama refers to plays or theatrical works that are meant 

to be performed on stage. It typically involves dialogue, conflict, 

and character development. Examples include William 

Shakespeare's plays like "Romeo and Juliet" and "Macbeth," as 

well as modern plays like Arthur Miller's "Death of a Salesman." 
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4. Short Story: A short story is a brief work of fiction that focuses 

on a single incident or character. It aims to convey a complete 

narrative within a limited word count. Examples include "The 

Lottery" by Shirley Jackson, "The Gift of the Magi" by O. Henry, 

and "The Tell-Tale Heart" by Edgar Allan Poe. 

5. Essay: An essay is a non-fictional literary work that explores a 

specific topic or presents an argument or viewpoint. It can be 

personal, persuasive, informative, or analytical. Examples of 

essayists include Ralph Waldo Emerson, Virginia Woolf, and 

George Orwell. 

6. Fiction: This type of literature includes imaginative or invented 

stories, characters, and events. It can further be classified into 

subgenres such as novels, short stories, novellas, and romances. 

7. Non-fiction: Non-fiction literature encompasses factual or 

informational writing that is based on real events, people, or 

concepts. It includes genres such as biographies, autobiographies, 

essays, memoirs, and journalistic works. 

 

5.1.1   Comparative Literature  

Comparative Literature is an academic discipline that involves the 

study of literature and literary works across different languages, 

cultures, and nationalities. It focuses on the analysis and comparison 

of literary texts and their cultural contexts to explore commonalities, 

differences, and connections between different literary traditions. In 

Figure:1.1 Comparative Literature, the eight key components are 

shown: 

1. Literary Texts and Language: Comparative Literature focuses on 

the analysis and comparison of literary texts from different cultural 

and linguistic traditions. Scholars analyze the original language of 

the literary texts, as well as translations, to explore how linguistic 

nuances and choices impact the meaning and interpretation of the 

works. 

2. Cultural Context: Comparative Literature considers the cultural 

context in which literary works are produced. It examines the 

historical, social, political, and intellectual factors that shape and 

influence the texts, providing insight into the specific cultural 

perspectives and values. 
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3. Comparative Methodology: Comparative Literature employs 

various methodologies and approaches to compare and analyze 

literary texts. These can include thematic analysis, formal 

analysis, reception studies, intertextuality, and other critical 

frameworks. 

4. Literary Theory: Comparative Literature draws upon various 

literary theories and critical frameworks to interpret and analyze 

texts. These theories can encompass structuralism, 

poststructuralism, feminism, postcolonial theory, psychoanalysis, 

and more, allowing for diverse and nuanced interpretations. 

5. Cultural Exchange and Translation: Comparative Literature 

examines the role of translation and cultural exchange in the 

circulation and reception of literary works. It explores how texts 

are translated, adapted, and interpreted in different cultural 

contexts, leading to cross-cultural influences and dialogues. 

6.  Law and Justice: This component focuses on the examination of 

legal systems, concepts of justice, and the representation of law in 

literary texts. It involves analyzing how literature engages with 

legal issues, explores the ethics of justice, and critiques or reflects 

upon legal frameworks. Comparative Literature allows for the 

exploration of how different cultures and societies conceptualize 

and represent law and justice in their literary traditions. 

7. Global Feminist Literature: This component highlights the 

analysis and comparison of feminist literature from various 

cultural and linguistic contexts. It involves studying texts that 

address gender inequality, women's rights, and feminist 

ideologies. Comparative Literature enables the exploration of how 

feminist themes, perspectives, and literary techniques vary across 

different cultural, national, and regional contexts, as well as 

identifying shared concerns and cross-cultural influences. 

8. Postcolonial Perspectives: This component focuses on the 

exploration of postcolonial literature and its engagement with 

issues of law, justice, and feminist discourse. It involves analyzing 

texts that critique colonial legacies, challenge Eurocentric legal 

frameworks, and examine the impact of colonization on gender 

relations and women's rights. Comparative Literature provides a 

platform for understanding the diverse range of postcolonial 

experiences and perspectives on law and justice. 
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Figure:1.1 Comparative Literature 

 

5.1.2    School of Comparative Literature 

The French, American, and Russian schools of Comparative 

Literature represent distinct approaches and traditions within the field. 

Here's an overview of each: 

1. French School of Comparative Literature: The French school, 

often associated with scholars such as Paul Ricoeur, Roland Barthes, 

and Tzvetan Todorov, emphasizes close textual analysis and literary 

theory. It explores the structural and formal aspects of literature, 

employing methodologies such as structuralism and poststructuralism. 

The French school places an emphasis on deciphering the inherent 

meanings and symbols embedded within literary works, often drawing 

on linguistic analysis and semiotics. 

2. American School of Comparative Literature: The American 

school, associated with figures like René Wellek and Northrop Frye, 
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takes a broader interdisciplinary approach to Comparative Literature. 

It incorporates literary theory, cultural studies, and historical analysis 

to examine the social, political, and historical contexts in which 

literature is produced. The American school explores the interaction 

between literature and society, considering the cultural and 

ideological implications of literary works. 

3. Russian School of Comparative Literature: The Russian school, 

associated with scholars like Mikhail Bakhtin and Yuri Lotman, 

focuses on the dialogic and semiotic aspects of literature. It explores 

the relationships between texts, intertextuality, and cultural codes. The 

Russian school emphasizes the role of language and communication 

in literary works, as well as the interaction between different literary 

genres and forms. 

 

5.1.3    What Is to Be Compared in Literature? 

In Comparative Literature, the act of comparison involves examining 

and analysing literary works from different cultures, languages, or 

time periods to identify similarities, differences, and connections. The 

purpose of comparing literature is to gain a deeper understanding of 

the texts and their cultural, historical, and aesthetic significance. In 

Figure: 1.2 Aspects Compared in Literature, which as follows: 

1. Themes and Motifs: By comparing themes and motifs across 

different literary works, we can identify universal human 

experiences, explore cultural differences in the treatment of certain 

themes, and uncover shared concerns or issues. 

2. Narrative Techniques and Structures: Comparing narrative 

techniques, such as point of view, plot structure, and narrative 

voice, allows us to understand how different literary traditions 

approach storytelling and create meaning. It helps us analyze the 

choices made by authors and their impact on the reader's 

experience. 

3. Stylistic Elements: Examining stylistic elements, such as 

language, imagery, symbolism, and rhetorical devices, enables us 

to appreciate the diverse ways in which writers use language to 

convey meaning, evoke emotions, and create literary effects. 

4. Cultural and Historical Contexts: Comparing literature from 

different cultures and historical periods allows us to explore how 

social, political, and historical factors shape the themes, 

perspectives, and artistic expression in literary works. 
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Figure: 1.2 Aspects Compared in Literature 

 

5.1.4    Purposes to Compare 

The act of comparison in literature serves multiple purposes 

Figure:1.3 Purposes of Comparison: 

1. Broadening Perspectives: Comparative analysis helps us move 

beyond the confines of a single literary tradition and gain a broader 

perspective by considering works from diverse cultural and 

linguistic backgrounds. 

2. Identifying Universal and Cultural Specificities: By comparing 

literature, we can identify universal human experiences and 

emotions that transcend cultural boundaries, as well as understand 

the specificities and nuances of different cultural expressions. 

3. Appreciating Cultural Exchange and Influences: Comparison 

highlights the ways in which literary traditions influence and 

interact with each other through translation, adaptation, and 

cultural exchange. It allows us to trace the cross-cultural flows of 

ideas, literary movements, and artistic influences. 

4. Enhancing Interpretation: Comparing literature can deepen our 

interpretation and analysis of individual works by providing 

alternative viewpoints, insights, and contexts. It enriches our 

understanding of literary texts and their multiple layers of meaning. 
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Figure:1.3 Purposes of Comparison 

Check Your Progress – 1 

i) Fill in the Blanks: 

1.  Comparative Literature is the study of ___________ literary works   

from different cultures and languages. 

2. In Comparative Literature, scholars explore the ___________ and 

differences between literary texts. 

ii) Multiple-Choice Questions: 

       1.Comparative Literature is the study of: 

     a) Literature from a single country  

     b) Literature from multiple countries and c cultures  

     c) Only classical literature 

     d) Literature from a specific time period 

      2. Comparative Literature involves:  

        a) Reading literature in its original language  

         b) Translating literature into different languages  

         c) Analysing the historical context of literary works  

         d) Critiquing literature based on personal opinions 
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  iii) What is to be compared in comparative literature? 

 

5.2    CULTURAL STUDIES  

Cultural studies are an interdisciplinary field of study that explores the 

complex relationship between culture, society, and power. It examines 

how cultural practices, representations, and discourses shape and 

influence various aspects of human life, including language, identity, 

beliefs, values, social structures, and artistic expressions. Cultural 

studies seek to critically analyse and interpret cultural phenomena 

within their historical, social, and political contexts. 

5.2.1   Aims of Cultural Studies   

Cultural studies aim to understand and challenge dominant cultural 

practices and ideologies, while giving voice to marginalized and 

underrepresented groups. It explores the ways in which culture is 

produced, consumed, and contested, and how it impacts social 

relations, power dynamics, and individual and collective identities. In 

Figure: 1.4 Cultural Studies may explore include: 

1. Popular Culture: Cultural studies examines how popular culture 

artifacts such as films, music, television shows, advertisements, 

and social media influence and reflect cultural values, identities, 

and social practices. It may analyze how certain forms of popular 

culture perpetuate stereotypes or challenge existing norms. 

2. Gender and Sexuality: Cultural studies investigates the ways in 

which gender and sexuality are constructed, represented, and 

performed within different cultural contexts. It explores how 

cultural discourses and practices shape notions of femininity, 

masculinity, and LGBTQ+ identities. 

3. Race and Ethnicity: Cultural studies explores the intersection of 

culture and race or ethnicity. It examines how racial and ethnic 

identities are formed, negotiated, and represented within cultural 

discourses, as well as how power dynamics and social inequalities 

are embedded in cultural practices. 

4. Media and Communication: Cultural studies critically analyzes 

the role of media in shaping public opinion, constructing meaning, 

and disseminating cultural values. It examines media platforms, 

technologies, and representations to understand their impact on 

individuals and society. 
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5. Subcultures and Counter-Cultures: Cultural studies investigates 

subcultures and counter-cultures that exist within larger cultural 

contexts. It examines how these groups form their own identities, 

values, and practices, and how they challenge or resist mainstream 

cultural norms. 

6. Globalization and Transnationalism: Cultural studies explores 

the impact of globalization on culture, examining how cultural 

flows, hybridity, and transnational connections shape local and 

global identities and practices. It may analyze cultural products and 

practices that emerge from transnational encounters. 

7. Cultural Policy and Cultural Institutions: Cultural studies 

examines the role of cultural institutions, such as museums, 

galleries, theatres, and educational institutions, in shaping and 

disseminating culture. It also explores cultural policies and their 

impact on the production and dissemination of cultural expressions. 
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Cultural studies encompass a wide range of approaches and areas of 

focus. In Figure: 1.5 Types of Cultural Studies, are some different 

types or branches of cultural studies: 

1. Media and Communication Studies: This branch of cultural 

studies focuses on analyzing the role of media, communication 

technologies, and popular culture in shaping and reflecting 

cultural values, identities, and practices. It examines media texts, 

audience reception, media production processes, and the impact of 

media on society. 

2. Gender and Sexuality Studies: Cultural studies within the realm 

of gender and sexuality explores the ways in which cultural 

practices, discourses, and representations shape and influence 

understandings of gender and sexuality. It examines issues such as 

gender identity, sexual orientation, representation in media, and 

gender and sexual inequalities. 

3. Postcolonial Studies: Postcolonial cultural studies critically 

examine the legacy and impact of colonialism on culture, identity, 

and power relations. It explores the ways in which colonialism has 

shaped cultural practices, representations, and discourses, and 

investigates the voices and experiences of marginalized and 

colonized communities. 

4. Subcultural Studies: This branch of cultural studies focuses on 

the study of subcultures and counter-cultures that exist within 

larger cultural contexts. It examines the formation of subcultural 

identities, their practices, and their relationship with dominant 

culture. Examples include studies on youth subcultures, punk 

subculture, or fan cultures. 

5. Visual Culture Studies: This area of cultural studies analyzes the 

role of visual media, art, and visual practices in shaping cultural 

meanings and social identities. It explores how images, visual 

representations, and visual artifacts influence and reflect cultural 

values, ideologies, and power dynamics. 

6. Cultural Policy Studies: Cultural policy studies examine the 

policies, institutions, and regulations that shape the production, 

distribution, and consumption of culture. It investigates how 

cultural policies impact artistic practices, cultural industries, 

cultural heritage, and cultural diversity. 

7. Globalization and Transnational Studies: This branch of cultural 

studies focuses on the study of cultural flows, hybridity, and 

transnational connections in an increasingly globalized world. It 
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explores how cultures and identities are shaped by global processes 

and the interaction between local and global cultural practices. 

8. Critical Race and Ethnicity Studies: Cultural studies within this 

area examines the ways in which race and ethnicity intersect with 

culture, power, and social identities. It explores issues of racial and 

ethnic representation, racism, cultural appropriation, and the 

experiences of marginalized communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure: 1.5 Types of Cultural Studies 
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interact with and within cultural contexts. Some of the key purposes 

of Cultural Studies include: 

1. Challenging Dominant Narratives: Cultural Studies aims to 

challenge and deconstruct dominant narratives and power 

structures within society. It questions established norms, 

ideologies, and representations, seeking to uncover hidden biases 

and inequalities. 

2. Promoting Cultural Diversity: Cultural Studies recognizes the 

importance of diverse cultural expressions and perspectives. It 

aims to celebrate and promote cultural diversity, providing a 

platform for marginalized voices and alternative narratives. 

3. Examining Social Power Dynamics: Cultural Studies 

investigates the ways in which power operates within culture and 

society. It analyzes how power relations shape and are shaped by 

cultural practices, representations, and discourses. 

4. Exploring Identity and Subjectivity: Cultural Studies examines 

how culture shapes individual and collective identities. It explores 

how cultural factors such as gender, race, ethnicity, class, and 

sexuality influence the construction of identities and subjectivities. 

5. Understanding Social Change: Cultural Studies seeks to 

understand the dynamics of social change and transformation. It 

investigates how cultural practices, social movements, and cultural 

productions contribute to the formation of new ideas, ideologies, 

and social movements. 

6. Engaging in Interdisciplinary Research: Cultural Studies 

encourages interdisciplinary approaches, drawing on theories and 

methodologies from various disciplines such as sociology, 

anthropology, literary studies, media studies, and more. It seeks to 

integrate different perspectives and insights to gain a holistic 

understanding of culture and society. 

7. Fostering Critical Thinking: Cultural Studies promotes critical 

thinking and analysis of cultural phenomena. It encourages 

individuals to question, challenge, and critically engage with 

cultural norms, representations, and ideologies. 

8. Informing Social and Cultural Policy: Cultural Studies provides 

valuable insights for informing social and cultural policies. Its 

research and analysis contribute to a better understanding of 
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cultural dynamics, social inequalities, and the impact of cultural 

practices on individuals and communities. 

Check Your Progress – 2 

i) Fill in the Blanks: 

 1.Cultural Studies is an ___________ field that examines the  

relationship between culture and society. 

2. Cultural Studies explores how ___________ shape and are shaped 

by social, political, and historical contexts.  

  3. Cultural Studies emphasizes the ___________ nature of culture 

and the influence of cultural practices on individuals and society.  

ii) Multiple-Choice Questions: 

1. Cultural Studies is an interdisciplinary field that examines: 

      a) The biology of human beings  

      b) The relationship between culture and society  

      c) The origins of language  

       d) The principles of physics 

  2. Cultural Studies investigates how culture influences:  

       a) Only individuals' beliefs and values  

       b) Only economic systems  

       c) Only political structures  

        d) Individuals, society, and power relations 

   3. Representation in Cultural Studies refers to:  

        a) A financial investment  

  b) Depicting or portraying people, events, and ideas through cultural 

forms  

  c) The organization of living organisms into different categories  

    d) The process of cooking food 
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5.3     COMPARATIVE LITERATURE AND CULTURAL 

 STUDIES 

Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies share a common focus on 

understanding culture, literature, and society. They complement each 

other by providing different perspectives and approaches to the study 

of literature within its broader cultural context. Together, they 

enhance our understanding of how literature reflects and influences 

cultural practices, identities, power dynamics, and social change. 

5.3.1    Relevance of Comparative Literature and Cultural 

     Studies 

Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies are highly relevant fields 

of study that offer valuable insights into the complexities of culture, 

literature, and society. Here are some key reasons highlighting the 

relevance of Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies: 

1. Understanding Cultural Diversity: Comparative Literature and 

Cultural Studies provide tools and frameworks to understand and 

appreciate the diverse cultural expressions and perspectives found 

across the globe. They help in breaking down ethnocentrism and 

promoting intercultural dialogue and understanding. 

2. Challenging Dominant Narratives: Both fields offer critical 

perspectives that challenge dominant narratives and power 

structures within society. They analyze how cultural and literary 

productions reflect and shape ideologies, identities, and social 

hierarchies. Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies 

encourage critical thinking and questioning of established norms. 

3. Cross-Cultural Communication: In an increasingly 

interconnected world, Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies 

facilitate cross-cultural communication by fostering an 

understanding of cultural differences and shared human 

experiences. They provide insights into the ways in which cultural 

nuances and communication styles can impact intercultural 

interactions. 

4. Global Perspective: Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies 

offer a global perspective, recognizing the interconnectedness of 

cultures and the circulation of ideas across national boundaries. 

They analyze how global processes such as migration, 

globalization, and transnationalism impact cultural practices and 

literary production. 
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5. Social and Political Engagement: Comparative Literature and 

Cultural Studies contribute to social and political engagement by 

examining how culture and literature shape and respond to social 

issues, power dynamics, and social movements. They encourage 

active citizenship and critical awareness of social injustices and 

inequalities. 

6. Interdisciplinary Insights: Both fields benefit from 

interdisciplinary approaches, drawing on theories and 

methodologies from various disciplines. Comparative Literature 

and Cultural Studies incorporate insights from literature, 

sociology, anthropology, media studies, gender studies, 

postcolonial studies, and more, enriching the analysis and 

understanding of cultural phenomena. 

7. Cultural Policy and Preservation: Comparative Literature and 

Cultural Studies provide insights for cultural policy-making, 

helping to shape cultural practices, preservation efforts, and 

heritage management. They inform discussions on the 

representation and preservation of diverse cultural expressions and 

identities. 

8. Empowering Marginalized Voices: Comparative Literature and 

Cultural Studies give voice to marginalized communities and 

challenge dominant cultural narratives. They explore the 

representation and experiences of marginalized groups, 

highlighting the power dynamics and social inequalities at play. 

9. Personal Enrichment: Studying Comparative Literature and 

Cultural Studies can be personally enriching, fostering a deeper 

appreciation for cultural diversity, fostering critical thinking skills, 

and encouraging a lifelong engagement with literature, arts, and 

culture. 

5.3.2     Relations Between Comparative Literature  and  

    Cultural Studies 

The relationship between Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies 

is one of mutual influence and complementarity. While Comparative 

Literature focuses on the study of literature across different cultures, 

languages, and historical periods, Cultural Studies examines the 

broader cultural and social contexts in which literature and other 

cultural artifacts are produced and consumed. Here are some key 

aspects that highlight in Figure: 1.6 the relationship between 

Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies: 
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1. Interdisciplinary Approach: Both Comparative Literature and 

Cultural Studies adopt an interdisciplinary approach, drawing on 

theories, methods, and concepts from various disciplines such as 

literature, anthropology, sociology, history, philosophy, and more. 

This interdisciplinary perspective enriches the analysis and 

understanding of cultural phenomena, including literature. 

2. Contextual Analysis: Cultural Studies provides a contextual 

framework for the study of literature within Comparative 

Literature. It examines the social, political, economic, and 

historical factors that shape the production, circulation, and 

reception of literary works. Comparative Literature, in turn, 

contributes to Cultural Studies by analyzing specific literary texts 

and their cross-cultural connections. 

3. Cultural Dynamics: Cultural Studies explores the complex 

dynamics of culture, including the production, dissemination, and 

consumption of cultural artifacts. Comparative Literature adds to 

this exploration by focusing specifically on the analysis of literary 

texts and their transnational and cross-cultural dimensions. Both 

fields investigate how cultural dynamics shape and are shaped by 

literature and other forms of cultural expression. 

4. Identity and Representation: Cultural Studies examines issues 

of identity, representation, and power within cultural contexts. 

Comparative Literature, through its comparative analysis of 

literary texts, contributes to the understanding of how different 

cultural identities and perspectives are represented and negotiated 

in literature. Both fields interrogate the ways in which literature 

reflects and challenges dominant ideologies and cultural norms. 

5. Global and Transnational Perspectives: Comparative Literature 

and Cultural Studies share a global and transnational orientation. 

They explore the circulation of literary texts, ideas, and cultural 

practices across national and linguistic boundaries. Comparative 

Literature analyzes how literature transcends borders, while 

Cultural Studies examines the cultural flows and exchanges that 

shape global cultural dynamics. 

6. Critical Engagement: Both Comparative Literature and Cultural 

Studies encourage critical engagement with cultural and literary 

texts. They interrogate the socio-political implications, power 

structures, and ideologies embedded within literature and other 

cultural artifacts. Comparative Literature provides specific 

analytical tools and methodologies for in-depth textual analysis, 
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while Cultural Studies provides a broader framework for 

understanding the socio-cultural significance of literature. 

 

Figure: 1.6 the relationship between Comparative Literature and 

Cultural Studies 

 

5.3.3     Differences Between Comparative Literature and 

Cultural Studies 

Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies are two distinct 

disciplines that approach the study of culture, literature, and society 

from different perspectives. Here are some key differences between 

Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies: 

1. Focus: Comparative Literature primarily focuses on the analysis 

and comparison of literary works from different cultures, 

languages, and historical periods. It examines the formal aspects, 

themes, and intertextual connections within literature. On the other 

hand, Cultural Studies takes a broader approach, examining various 

aspects of culture, including literature, media, art, popular culture, 

and social practices. It analyzes the social, political, and historical 

contexts in which culture is produced and consumed. 

2. Methodology: Comparative Literature employs a close reading 

and textual analysis approach to explore the specific features and 

meanings of literary texts. It often employs literary theory and 

literary criticism as its primary methodologies. Cultural Studies, on 
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the other hand, adopts a range of interdisciplinary methodologies, 

including cultural theory, sociological analysis, ethnography, 

media studies, and discourse analysis. It incorporates qualitative 

and quantitative research methods to examine cultural phenomena. 

3. Interdisciplinarity: While Comparative Literature is often 

considered an interdisciplinary field itself, drawing on various 

disciplines such as literary studies, linguistics, philosophy, and 

history, it primarily revolves around the analysis of literary texts. 

Cultural Studies, however, is inherently interdisciplinary, engaging 

with multiple disciplines such as sociology, anthropology, media 

studies, gender studies, and postcolonial studies. It seeks to 

understand culture as a whole and its relation to broader social, 

political, and economic contexts. 

4. Object of Study: Comparative Literature focuses on the analysis 

of specific literary texts, authors, or literary movements from 

different cultural and linguistic traditions. It investigates the formal 

elements, narrative techniques, and thematic concerns within 

literature. Cultural Studies, on the other hand, encompasses a wider 

range of cultural phenomena beyond literature, including film, 

television, music, art, popular culture, and everyday practices. It 

explores how culture and society intersect, examining issues such 

as identity, power, representation, and social dynamics. 

5. Scope: Comparative Literature often delves into the study of 

individual works or authors, aiming to analyze their specific 

characteristics and influences. It seeks to understand the nuances of 

literary texts within their cultural and historical contexts. Cultural 

Studies, however, takes a broader perspective, analyzing cultural 

practices, ideologies, and social phenomena. It examines the larger 

social structures, power relations, and cultural dynamics that shape 

and are shaped by cultural expressions. 

Check Your Progress – 3 

 i) Write any 3 relations between comparative literature and cultural 

studies. 

ii) Write any 3 differences between comparative literature and cultural 

studies  
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5.4     LET US SUM UP     

In this unit, you have learnt 

 meaning of literature, comparative literature and cultural studies  

 how to conduct comparative analysis of literary works from 

different cultural and linguistic traditions 

 to develop critical thinking skills and promote nuanced 

interpretation of literary texts 

 to recognize the importance of translation and cultural exchange in 

facilitating the circulation of literary works across linguistic and 

cultural boundaries 

 to understand and analyze the complexities of culture. 

 to critically examine and question dominant cultural practices, 

ideologies, and power structures 

 to engage with social change and activism by addressing issues of 

social justice, inequality, and marginalization 

 relevance of comparative literature and cultural studies 

 relations and difference between comparative literature and 

cultural studies 

 

5.5     KEY WORDS 

1. Comparative Literature: The academic discipline that involves 

the study and comparison of literary works from different cultures, 

languages, and literary traditions. 

2. Transnational: Refers to the crossing of national boundaries and 

the study of literature beyond national frameworks. It emphasizes 

the global circulation and influences of literary texts. 

3. Intercultural: Relating to the interaction, exchange, and 

understanding between different cultures. It focuses on the 

exploration of cultural diversity and intercultural dynamics in 

literary texts. 

4. Postcolonialism: A critical perspective that focuses on the 

historical and cultural legacies of colonialism, exploring how they 

shape literature and cultural production. It addresses issues of 

power, identity, and representation in postcolonial societies. 

5. Discourse: The ways in which language and other forms of 

communication shape knowledge, meaning, and social reality. 
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Cultural Studies examines how discourses construct social 

identities, shape cultural practices, and influence power dynamics. 

6. Popular Culture: Cultural forms and practices that are widely 

accessible and consumed by the masses, such as music, film, 

television, fashion, sports, and social media. Cultural Studies 

explores how popular culture reflects and shapes societal values, 

identities, and ideologies.     

 

  5.6     SUGGESTED READING  

1. “A World of Difference: Encountering and Contesting 

Development” by David Damrosch. 

2. “Comparative Literature: A Critical Introduction” by Susan 

Bassnett. 

3. “Cultural Studies: The Basics” by Jeff Lewis. 

4. “Cultural Studies: Theory and Practice” by Chris Barker and Emma 

A. Jane. 

5. “Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: An Introduction” by John 

Storey. 

6. “Comparative Literature in the Age of Multiculturalism” edited by 

Charles Bernheimer and others.  

7. “The Comparative Imagination: On the History of the Comparative 

Literature Discipline” edited by Steven Tötösy de Zepetnek     

 

Answers 

Check Your Progress – 1 

i) Fill in the Blanks: 

1. comparative 

2. similarities 

ii) Multiple-Choice Questions: 

4. b) Literature from multiple countries and cultures 

5. a) Reading literature in its original language  

ii) Please refer 1.1. 3 What Is to Be Compared in 

Literature? 
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Check Your Progress – 2 

i) Fill in the Blanks: 

1. Interdisciplinary 

2. Cultures 

ii) Multiple-Choice Questions: 

1. b) The relationship between culture and society 

2. d) Individuals, society, and power relations 

3. b) Depicting or portraying people, events, and ideas through 

cultural forms 

Check Your Progress – 3 

i) Please refer: 1.3.2 Relation Between Comparative Literature and 

Cultural Studies 

ii)  Please refer:  1.3.3 Differences Between Comparative Literature 

and Cultural Studies 
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   UNIT : 6     INDIAN ENGLISH LITERATURE &  

       INTERMEDIALITY 

    ::  STRUCTURE  :: 

 

6.0    Objectives 

6.1    Introduction  

6.2    History of the term Intermediality 

6.3    Intermediality in English Literature 

6.4    Characteristics of Intermediality 

6.5    Importance of Intermediality 

6.6    Intermediality in Indian English Literature 

6.7    How has Indian English literature enhanced through 

 Intermediality 

6.8    Detailed example of Intermediality in The Midnight’s 

 Children by Salman Rushdie 

6.9    Future Scope on Intermediality in Literature 

6.10    Let us Sum Up 

6.11    Key words 

6.12    References 

 Answers 
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6.0    OBJECTIVES 

To understand the concept of intermediality. 

Develop the ability to recognize and identify intermedial references in 

literary texts. 

Learn the characteristics and importance of intermediality in 

literature. 

Understand how intermediality can be applied to literary works. 

6.1    INTRODUCTION  

Indian English Literature  

Indian English literature refers to literary works written in English by 

Indian authors or authors of Indian origin. It emerged during the 

colonial period when English was introduced to India by the British. 

The genre encompasses various forms of literary expression, 

including novels, short stories, poetry, plays, and essays. 

Indian English literature has a rich and diverse history, reflecting the 

cultural, social, and political realities of India. It encompasses themes 

such as colonialism, independence, identity, social issues, and the 

complexities of Indian society.  

Prominent authors of Indian English literature include R.K. Narayan, 

Rabindranath Tagore, Mulk Raj Anand, Raja Rao, Arundhati Roy, 

Salman Rushdie, Anita Desai, Amitav Ghosh, and many others. Their 

writings offer unique perspectives on Indian history, culture, and the 

human experience. 

 Intermediality 

Intermediality refers to the interaction and blending of different art 

forms and media within a single work or across multiple works. In the 

context of Indian English literature, intermediality explores the 

intersections between literature and other art forms such as film, 

music, theatre, painting, and dance. 

Indian English literature often incorporates intermedial elements to 

enhance the narrative, evoke emotions, and provide a multi-

dimensional experience for the reader. It allows authors to explore 

themes and ideas using diverse artistic techniques and forms of 

expression. 
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For example, Indian English novels often feature vivid descriptions of 

music, dance, and visual arts, creating a sensory experience that goes 

beyond words. Some authors have also experimented with 

incorporating film or theatrical elements into their storytelling, 

blurring the boundaries between literature and other art forms. 

6.2    HISTORY OF THE TERM INTERMEDIALITY 

The term "intermediality" is a relatively recent concept in the field of 

literary studies that emerged in the latter half of the 20th century. 

Intermediality explores the ways in which these various media 

interact, influence, and transform each other. 

The roots of intermedial practices can be traced back to earlier periods 

in literary history. For instance, in ancient Greek drama, performances 

often incorporated a combination of music, dance, and poetry, 

representing an early form of intermediality. The term 

"intermediality" itself was coined by German media scholar Werner 

Wolf in the early 1990s. Wolf used the term to describe the interplay 

of different media in literature, as well as in other art forms. His work 

helped establish intermediality as a distinct field of study within 

literary and cultural studies. 

Intermediality challenges the traditional notion of artistic boundaries 

and categories by focusing on the ways in which different media can 

merge, blend, or influence each other. It explores the ways in which 

literary texts refer to other media, incorporate visual or auditory 

elements, or are adapted into different forms. 

The term gained traction particularly in the field of comparative 

literature and cultural studies. It provided a framework for studying 

how different media engage with and influence one another, leading 

to new forms of artistic expression and communication. 

Intermediality recognizes that literature is not a solitary art form but is 

deeply interconnected with other media. At the same time, it also 

investigates how other media can draw inspiration from or reference 

literary works. 
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Check Your Progress 1 

1. Who coined the term „intermediality”? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

2. What is Intermediality? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

6.3    INTERMEDIALITY IN ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Intermediality involves the analysis of how literature engages with 

and incorporates elements from other forms of art, such as visual arts, 

music, theatre, film, and digital media. 

Intermediality also encompasses the examination of adaptations and 

transformations of literary works across different mediums. For 

example, studying how a novel is adapted into a film or a play 

involves analysing the interplay between the original literary text and 

its new medium, and how the adaptation may shape or reinterpret the 

narrative and themes. 

It expands the traditional boundaries of literary analysis by 

considering the broader artistic context in which a text is situated and 

examining how different mediums contribute to its interpretation and 

reception. 

Overall, intermediality in English literature provides a framework for 

understanding the dynamic and complex relationships between 

literature and other artistic forms, and it offers valuable insights into 

the ways in which art can inspire and influence one another across 

different mediums. 
 

6.4    CHARACTERISTICS OF INTERMEDIALITY 

 Some key characteristics of intermediality in literature: 

1. Hybridity: Intermedial literature often blurs the boundaries 

between different artistic mediums. It combines elements of 

various media to create a hybrid form that goes beyond traditional 
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literary conventions. For example, a novel that incorporates 

photographs, illustrations, or even multimedia elements like 

hyperlinks or videos can be considered intermedial. 

2. Interdisciplinary Approach: Intermedial literature draws inspiration 

from different disciplines and art forms. It may incorporate 

concepts, techniques, or themes from fields like visual arts, music, 

theatre, or cinema. This interdisciplinary approach enriches the 

literary work and expands its expressive possibilities. 

3. Multisensory Experience: Intermediality in literature aims to 

engage multiple senses of the reader. By combining different 

media, it creates a multisensory experience that goes beyond the 

purely textual.  

4. Intertextuality: Intermedial literature often relies on intertextuality, 

which is the referencing or borrowing of elements from other texts 

or media. It may incorporate direct quotations, allusions, or stylistic 

influences from other literary works, films, artworks, or popular 

culture.  

5. Transmedial Narratives: Intermedial literature explores narratives 

that span across different media platforms. It may involve the use 

of multiple media to tell a story, with each medium contributing to 

a larger narrative structure. For example, a novel that incorporates 

accompanying online content, interactive elements, or transmedia 

storytelling techniques can be considered intermedial. 

6. Reflexivity and Self-Awareness: Intermedial literature often 

reflects on its own status as a hybrid form and draws attention to 

the interaction between different media and the processes of 

mediation and representation. By being self-aware, intermedial 

literature encourages readers to reflect on the relationships between 

different artistic forms and their impact on meaning-making. 

7. Reader Participation: Intermedial literature often invites active 

reader participation. Through interactive elements, multimedia 

components, or open-ended structures, it encourages readers to 

engage with the work in a more participatory way. This can range 

from making choices that affect the narrative to actively 

interpreting and navigating the interplay between different media. 

Overall, intermediality in literature expands the boundaries of 

traditional literary forms by embracing the convergence of different 

artistic media. It creates new possibilities for expression, engagement, 
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and meaning-making, offering readers a rich and immersive aesthetic 

experience. 

Check your Progress 2 

1. State the characteristics of intermediality.  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

6.5    IMPORTANCE OF INTERMEDIALITY 

The importance of intermediality in literature lies in its ability to 

enhance the artistic experience, expand the possibilities of 

storytelling, and create unique and multi-layered narratives. Here are 

some key reasons why intermediality is significant in literature: 

1. Enriching the Reading Experience: By combining different artistic 

forms, intermedial literature offers readers a more immersive and 

engaging experience. It appeals to multiple senses and encourages 

a deeper level of engagement with the text. For example, including 

visual images or soundscapes alongside the written word can evoke 

emotions and stimulate the imagination in powerful ways. 

2. Broadening Narrative Possibilities: Intermediality allows authors to 

expand the narrative possibilities beyond traditional storytelling 

techniques. They can incorporate visual elements, sound, or 

multimedia techniques to convey meaning, create atmosphere, or 

provide additional layers of interpretation.  

3. Enhancing Symbolism and Metaphor: Different artistic media often 

carry their own symbolic and metaphorical associations. By 

integrating these elements into literature, authors can enhance the 

symbolic depth and meaning of their work. For example, using 

visual art in a novel can introduce visual metaphors that enrich the 

understanding of the text and add layers of symbolism. 

4. Breaking Boundaries and Challenging Conventions: Intermediality 

in literature breaks down the boundaries between different art 

forms and challenges traditional literary conventions. It encourages 



95 
 

experimentation and innovation, allowing authors to explore new 

modes of expression.  

5. Reflecting the Multimodal Nature of Contemporary Culture: In our 

increasingly multimedia-saturated society, intermedial literature 

reflects the multimodal nature of contemporary culture. It 

acknowledges and incorporates the diverse range of media and art 

forms that shape our experiences. This makes intermedial literature 

relevant and relatable to modern readers. 

6. Opening Dialogue Between Art Forms: Intermedial literature 

facilitates dialogue and collaboration between different art forms 

and artists. It encourages interdisciplinary approaches, fostering 

creative exchange and the exploration of new artistic territories. 

This can lead to innovative artistic practices and the development 

of new forms of storytelling. 

Check your Progress 3 

1. What is the significance of Intermediality in literature? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

6.6    INTERMEDIALITY IN INDIAN ENGLISH 

 LITERATURE 

In the context of Indian English literature, intermediality has played a 

significant role in shaping the literary landscape by incorporating 

various forms of media and artistic expressions. Here are a few 

examples of intermediality in Indian English literature: 

Graphic Novels: Graphic novels have gained popularity in Indian 

English literature as a medium for storytelling. Works like "Corridor" 

by Sarnath Banerjee and "Kari" by Amruta Patil seamlessly integrate 

visual art and written narrative to explore complex themes and engage 

readers in a unique way. 

Film Adaptations: Many Indian English literary works have been 

adapted into films, showcasing the interplay between literature and 
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cinema. Novels like "Midnight's Children" by Salman Rushdie and 

"The Namesake" by Jhumpa Lahiri have been successfully 

transformed into movies, allowing the stories to be experienced 

through both textual and visual mediums. 

Poetry and Music: Indian English poetry often incorporates elements 

of music, creating a fusion of poetic and musical expression. Poets 

like Rabindranath Tagore and Agha Shahid Ali have blended poetry 

with Indian classical music traditions, such as ghazals and bhajans, 

creating a powerful intermedial experience. 

Performance and Theatre: Indian English literature frequently draws 

inspiration from traditional performing arts like theatre and dance. 

Playwrights like Girish Karnad and Mahesh Dattani have utilized 

intermediality by incorporating elements of stage performance, music, 

and dance into their works, offering a multi-sensory experience to the 

audience. 

Digital Media: With the advent of digital technology, Indian English 

literature has expanded its horizons by engaging with various digital 

media platforms. Blogs, social media, and online literary magazines 

have become spaces for writers to experiment with intermediality, 

combining text, images, and videos to convey their artistic vision. 

These examples highlight the diverse ways in which intermediality 

manifests in Indian English literature.  

6.7    HOW HAS INDIAN ENGLISH LITERATURE 

ENHANCED THROUGH INTERMEDIALITY 

Indian English literature has undoubtedly experienced significant 

enhancement through intermediality. The fusion of literature with 

other mediums such as film, theatre, music, and visual arts has 

expanded the scope and impact of Indian English literary works. Here 

are some ways in which intermediality has contributed to the 

enhancement of Indian English literature: 

1. Cinematic Adaptations: Several iconic Indian English literary 

works have been adapted into films, bringing the stories and 

characters to a wider audience. For example, novels like 

"Midnight's Children" by Salman Rushdie and "A Suitable Boy" by 

Vikram Seth have been successfully transformed into movies and 

television series, thereby reaching viewers who may not have 

engaged with the written texts. These adaptations provide new 
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perspectives, visual interpretations, and an audiovisual experience 

that complements the literary narrative. 

2. Performance and Theatre: Intermediality has fostered 

collaborations between playwrights, theatre directors, and writers, 

resulting in the creation of innovative stage productions. Indian 

English plays, such as Mahesh Dattani's "Final Solutions" and 

"Tara," have combined elements of literature, music, dance, and 

visual effects to convey powerful narratives. This integration 

enriches the theatrical experience and enables the exploration of 

complex themes and social issues. 

3. Visual Art and Illustrations: The incorporation of visual art and 

illustrations within Indian English literature has enhanced the 

storytelling and reader engagement. Illustrated editions of literary 

works, such as R.K. Narayan's "Malgudi Days" or graphic novel 

adaptations of mythological tales like "The Ramayana" and 

"Mahabharata," blend textual narratives with visual imagery, 

creating a multi-dimensional reading experience. Visual elements 

can add depth, context, and aesthetic appeal, making the literary 

works more accessible and captivating. 

4. Music and Poetry: Indian English literature has been enlivened 

through the fusion of music and poetry. Poets and lyricists often 

collaborate to create songs and musical compositions inspired by 

literary works, amplifying the emotional impact and cultural 

resonance of the written texts. The combination of evocative verses 

with melodious tunes enhances the auditory experience and allows 

for a deeper connection with the themes and messages conveyed in 

the literature. 

5. Digital Media and Multimedia Platforms: The advent of digital 

media and multimedia platforms has opened up new avenues for 

Indian English literature to reach a global audience. Online 

platforms, such as blogs, websites, e-books, and social media, have 

enabled writers to share their works, engage with readers, and 

participate in literary discussions. In summary, intermediality has 

expanded the horizons of Indian English literature by integrating 

various art forms and mediums.  
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6.8    DETAILED EXAMPLE OF INTERMEDIALITY IN 

 THE MIDNIGHT’S CHILDREN BY SALMAN 

 RUSHDIE 

 Intermediality, also known as intertextuality, is a literary technique 

that refers to the incorporation of elements from different forms of 

media, such as visual arts, music, or film, into a literary work. Let's 

explore a detailed example of intermediality in the novels of Indian 

English literature. 

One notable example is "Midnight's Children" by Salman Rushdie. In 

this novel, Rushdie employs intermediality to create a rich and multi-

layered narrative. The story follows the life of Saleem Sinai, who is 

born at the stroke of midnight on August 15, 1947, the moment of 

India's independence. 

Rushdie incorporates elements from various forms of media, such as 

cinema, mythology, and history, to enhance the narrative and provide 

deeper meaning to the story. For instance, the novel is structured like 

a film script, with each chapter functioning as a scene. This cinematic 

structure allows Rushdie to create vivid visual imagery and 

emphasizes the visual nature of the narrative. 

Moreover, Rushdie weaves Indian mythology and history throughout 

the novel, drawing upon various cultural and literary references. He 

blends these elements seamlessly with the story, creating a tapestry of 

intertextual connections. For example, Saleem Sinai's life is 

intertwined with the lives of other "midnight's children" who also 

possess extraordinary powers. These characters are named after Indian 

gods and goddesses, and their powers mirror the mythological 

narratives associated with those deities. 

Rushdie also incorporates elements of magical realism, a literary 

genre that combines the fantastical with the real. Through this 

technique, he introduces supernatural elements into the narrative, 

blurring the boundaries between reality and imagination. This 

interplay of different narrative modes adds depth and complexity to 

the story, making it a rich exploration of India's history, culture, and 

identity. 

In addition to "Midnight's Children," other novels in Indian English 

literature also demonstrate intermediality. For example, Arundhati 

Roy's "The God of Small Things" incorporates elements of poetry and 

song lyrics, creating a lyrical and musical quality to the prose. Amitav 

Ghosh's "The Hungry Tide" incorporates ecological themes and 
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scientific knowledge, bringing in non-fictional elements and creating 

a dialogue between literature and science. 

6.9    FUTURE SCOPE ON INTERMEDIALITY IN 

 LITERATURE 

The future scope of intermediality in literature is quite promising, as it 

opens up new avenues for creative expression and engagement with 

readers.  

Here are some potential developments and possibilities for 

intermediality in literature: 

1. Enhanced e-books: With the advancement of technology, e-books 

can offer more than just text on a screen. They can incorporate 

multimedia elements like images, audio, and video, allowing 

readers to engage with the story in a more interactive way.  

2. Virtual and augmented reality: Immersive technologies like virtual 

reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR) can be utilized to create 

fully immersive literary experiences. Readers can step into a virtual 

world or interact with virtual characters while reading a story. This 

could revolutionize storytelling by allowing readers to physically 

experience the narrative and explore the story environment. 

3. Transmedia storytelling: Intermediality enables the expansion of 

narratives across multiple platforms and media. Transmedia 

storytelling involves the integration of different media forms to tell 

a cohesive and interconnected story. For example, a novel might 

have companion websites, social media accounts for characters, or 

even video game adaptations that expand on the story's universe to 

engage readers with the story through various media, creating a 

more comprehensive and immersive experience. 

4. Collaborative storytelling: Intermediality opens up opportunities 

for collaborative storytelling, where authors and readers can 

actively participate in the creation of the narrative. Platforms and 

tools can be developed to facilitate collective storytelling 

experiences, allowing readers to contribute their own content, 

interpretations, or alternative storylines.  

5. Interactive and adaptive narratives: Intermediality can enable the 

creation of interactive and adaptive narratives that respond to 

reader input or change dynamically based on various factors. 

Through digital platforms and algorithms, stories can be tailored to 
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individual readers, offering personalized reading experiences to 

enhance reader engagement and make the reading process more 

interactive and immersive. 

6. Experimental literature: Intermediality provides a fertile ground for 

experimentation and innovation in literature. Writers can push the 

boundaries of traditional storytelling by incorporating 

unconventional media forms, unconventional narrative structures, 

or blending different art forms together. This can lead to the 

emergence of new genres and forms of literature that challenge 

traditional definitions and conventions. 

Check your Progress 4 

1. List out the prospective areas of Intermediality in literature. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________. 

6.10    LET US SUM UP 

In conclusion, intermediality in literature offers numerous benefits 

and opportunities. By incorporating different artistic media into the 

literary text, authors can enrich the reading experience, expand 

narrative possibilities, enhance symbolism, challenge conventions, 

reflect contemporary culture, and foster interdisciplinary 

collaboration.  

6.11    KEY WORDS 

 

Intermediality intertextuality 
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Answers 

Check your Progress 1 

1. The term "intermediality” was coined by German media scholar 

Werner Wolf in the early 1990s. 

2. Intermediality refers to the intersection and interaction between 

different artistic media or forms of expression, such as literature, 

visual arts, music, film, and digital media. Intermediality 

explores the ways in which these various media interact, 

influence, and transform each other. 

Check your Progress 2 

1. The key characteristics of intermediality in literature: 

2. Hybridity: Intermedial literature often blurs the boundaries 

between different artistic mediums. It combines elements of 

various media to create a hybrid form that goes beyond traditional 

literary conventions.  

3. Interdisciplinary Approach: Intermedial literature draws 

inspiration from different disciplines and art forms. It may 

incorporate concepts, techniques, or themes from fields like visual 

arts, music, theatre, or cinema.  

4. Multisensory Experience: Intermediality in literature aims to 

engage multiple senses of the reader. By combining different 

media, it creates a multisensory experience that goes beyond the 

purely textual.  

5. Intertextuality: Intermedial literature often relies on intertextuality, 

which is the referencing or borrowing of elements from other texts 

or media. It may incorporate direct quotations, allusions, or 
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stylistic influences from other literary works, films, artworks, or 

popular culture.  

6. Transmedial Narratives: Intermedial literature explores narratives 

that span across different media platforms. It may involve the use 

of multiple media to tell a story, with each medium contributing to 

a larger narrative structure.  

7. Reflexivity and Self-Awareness: Intermedial literature often 

reflects on its own status as a hybrid form. It may draw attention to 

the interaction between different media and the processes of 

mediation and representation. By being self-aware, intermedial 

literature encourages readers to reflect on the relationships between 

different artistic forms and their impact on meaning-making. 

8. Reader Participation: Intermedial literature often invites active 

reader participation. Through interactive elements, multimedia 

components, or open-ended structures, it encourages readers to 

engage with the work in a more participatory way.  

Check your Progress 3 

1. The key reasons why intermediality is significant in literature are: 

2. Enriching the Reading Experience: By combining different artistic 

forms, intermedial literature offers readers a more immersive and 

engaging experience. It appeals to multiple senses and encourages 

a deeper level of engagement with the text.  

3. Broadening Narrative Possibilities: Intermediality allows authors to 

expand the narrative possibilities beyond traditional storytelling 

techniques.  

4. Enhancing Symbolism and Metaphor: Different artistic media often 

carry their own symbolic and metaphorical associations. By 

integrating these elements into literature, authors can enhance the 

symbolic depth and meaning of their work.  

5. Breaking Boundaries and Challenging Conventions: Intermediality 

in literature breaks down the boundaries between different art 

forms and challenges traditional literary conventions. It encourages 

experimentation and innovation, allowing authors to explore new 

modes of expression.  

6. Reflecting the Multimodal Nature of Contemporary Culture: In our 

increasingly multimedia-saturated society, intermedial literature 

reflects the multimodal nature of contemporary culture. It 



103 
 

acknowledges and incorporates the diverse range of media and art 

forms that shape our experiences.  

7. Opening Dialogue Between Art Forms: Intermedial literature 

facilitates dialogue and collaboration between different art forms 

and artists. It encourages interdisciplinary approaches, fostering 

creative exchange and the exploration of new artistic territories.  

Check your Progress 4 

1. The prospective areas of Intermediality in literature are: Enhanced 

e-books, Virtual and augmented reality, Transmedia storytelling, 

Collaborative storytelling, Interactive and adaptive narratives and 

Experimental literature. 
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