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SLoe{lHRtel RAHY) A %o 1¥ AQA 1ecaoll A% Hel YEU (Aog™
YWAot) HE WL A5 AHLeRL HER FEeHl AN &cll, A Aol Ml AHY HAY
AsULA wal Hldl elliieuss] Aey Adlol edl. AU slsrgclol Rlaal Yolgell
Acegloreot slsrgeHldl dly 6q. 1cogul RAglsell ulel W Yl olle Axoll
Aol AHoUy (RUIOUY) A U2l &cll. AHA 1¢1UL AKloreal slAy ol
BASl Slofl Ancll scdll. aslenall HeRest sll AauepAct duasasel Heedl
ARSIl GRUL oA H2 AL 1eaUMl AHd Sl YRaRlE] wiael
M.AS Sl Anad sdl. acasul ph.p.oll uedl Aacll ocll. 1casHl staAELslL
UCAY HIZ USA 80AesHl ol s wal slglols yescllalloll 518 el
Wl ALl asle AU AatHl Astal scll. GleHl e el Yusell Rsasin
SLAXHL WEAR d3LE WISl scll Mol SlAELl WeA HI2 A 31 $9AS L2l
ocll. Le3HL A ARWR WoAl &cll. AHA ARl Acllol dcll, AHoldl A5 Wl
WA Aoj ol Add &d. BoAs S WA ¥l oAl wo{lell wel
Ul 1eeHl Yool ataloe Al SlASUL WSUR IS slstaul &cll.

AAHat et Hee sal RAUAA Yidlar uAARML A A s,
1e30ML yaur oA URMEML &laR WAl 1eUsH Al ooty ol w

Bo(ls1R sAl ocdl. 1e¥oHl RARAA AU Aol AURSIRHL A YUH SIAEL Yllel
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Wld Ade] Aol A, AU uas AU Heccls] Rldet s¢ AMl G
OFEEENRVEREESEEERY
Sl olledl U@l Rlatal GURe] Rldol wol % Hecclo] B, AXl G Ryl 54 8ld
oA A [AA AH (ARl eiR Ygall B. AMall Ha SlBuRl cUl3dell Wdetil Rlawl
Yol Hocclo] B, Rlatal gLl o culBccctoll [@Astd aa 8. wal As dla dl €35 G
Qe Aq s, A @Rl Gur Guatl cdllell AstHlsiall [ARAU sAL AU
YAAG § ollucl aolell cllmsl Gl Qe Aol a5 A W Blawel AUy wala
ool s, AHE QRateHl UMlotdsal Hecel WA, Sl WGUUEH WASS?
el U AyHAB Bal o Qe &5l wucloll (BHiad scll. AMd wBeHl
ec{ldl 20t A G Qlatel Aadl A8 A M2 By scl sRILAA AHey eclld
WSl Yl Qraug@ Holl 26 A 1@ o caucral alsaal Futaud 53l sdl.
SLOULGULAUEH A(ASsRell HA ARl AHLall dgrct (At Hie €35 sildot
ASlA uHlet A Blatal Hofl 28 A %33 B. Sl clleiAest WASS G Qe
Wal-cloll Yt AUUSL &cll. 1eUHL YEARE g 5@l aud
G [latgl Al AMd YAl AL AHl A weUd B 5 YRR A
wdlatl 3oal ololl B. AAuat WON ot wUld ol wH A G Qe
AUolal Hecel U Aol WYEl &cll. AMa] A Ul 589 &d & ol Aua
og33aAldclon ASlell sllaslell @lagell cacral YEaRlA sl AlgA. A
YAaRE20ul 1ot w@sitoll wal TUERU Aol o Qe HA Astt (@R

ecl. Ao Ag ual 589 &d &5 YAARZ AaleHi ULl €8 UM AL elol
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AU ASBS. GlElAEH WASSR [RleQMl wllcds ol ojrolclls WeAU $H

ARl Agall QAL &ctl. AMel 889 &q 5 8lAx A YRR ol ot sl
RSA. olal A U Holl AYsel I sitoia AW atoll AU s12l 53¢ AeA.

Sl AASSall U weAdell welolel] Wt YAARE Yyl Haleld o Al
Sl Ul AMl Aisacl B, Sl AiAss YEaRlEl Assls siG{lctAA yul
Adl dUcloll MASL scll. AMoll Ha YRR Aole Ul AHIH Heccloll SlEl UR
ULRALUSIA eUlel AU SleA. Sl wiAsswil HA G [l sl % ofedula,
Alds wal AsAEl Aol Ut AsA B,

SLouiAssell G Rladl @atelRU w2 Rlragell W W 3casll
Al AoLAsall WAUSL sctl. AMoll HA YRAARZAA (QatelA6t [@QRQu 1A gl
GSEcll WO UGl 2ol AU BeSA. Sl cllellUEs WASS A Uloldl &cll &
Gy Rletg Nl oite [QauellA 28w suMsAML [Qdu G dlall Ancla
galatl [Astuul ewollelR g e,

Sl wiAss? (1A wel G [Qlatel A Aoll vt WSl sdl, SleuRl UHerHL
[@stx ol Aol URddol 12 A (ol G Qe Uscle] sRUA 8. 3.
AU HA GRU [@Qladl gl cU3doll A Aol AUl vallaeell ual
[@stx a2 8. g2l 12 e otolR8l daur sl Al G Rlalalal vol o Usccl
AUUAL &l

“Sl. AiolssRell Hd GRAU [@latll sll AHSHL AALMS (AU Al dllSsdla

»sudl @suicll asta Al 58 8.

“Higher education in my opinion means that education, which can enable you to
occupy the strategically important places in state administration, and obstacles, but
they are over coming there and progression ahead.”
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“Sl. WiASSll HA ellrcla AHsell s stilQ cauaal el MRl stleclloll

GUlaA HIoL G [Rlatll slrl & s B, Aol HA dRlel el AUHR ARl vy
YRal He GRU Rlagldl YR Hecal U sledl. dull wl M2 MRl YdRoesll
AL &cll.

SL A(Als5ell HA Gu [Qlatal glrl ALAA UHY AU AR A3l 3ad
cAdl as. Al @AY woaud AR AR Ad @ddl 25 A @AY wouell WA
dscloll B AR AW dl5 G Rlalal Hecel WA . AHell Ha G ([Aatal
glRL % YallolMl [QuRaAGAA [@Qsaucll astal Jauldl WA wlelsll Ae AHYal
UM E2lal GUA( Aal el st A 1 ayul ay Asl G Qe And
%33l B. Sl AWASSA HA 2ol ASlotl HistR@ls (st glrl % HI@Ss sild s B.
Aottell gatetl ASL Aol woll Alswdlal WAl (RauHl ce e As. wYbLls

GURcloll A%l HI2 A G Rlaglal Heccl WA B, dAMell HA Ycllollal HiaRls
opctluiell yset sal 12 G Qe AU sllurR B. Azl AU Asdlall Wl
AL sl WA A H2 A G [l Hecdl WA B, AMell HA dsills
(QARAURLAL Ut HIZ GRU Qlatal Alda] B, A R [@Astu He ual G
Qlatatetl 24118l &cll.

Aull G (@l Hie eUbst el gl YFlaRREA [@Rlagl W Aol
AUUSL &cll. AHoll HA €8 ollolRs WA SlAELS] YRd sllot g x33| 8. uuell G
Qe stauele] stiot HOL Acll cacRal scll sleA. Aull G [Qletil AL Eal
HIZ A5 o elldlloll AAUEL &cll, Aol Ha Eoll ASlA dydlai@uiell ysd sl

Gl Qe usAR Gua B.
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HHLYod :-

Sl AAssRa] Yool s HBARN U ussR @G Slal vdl A
dalldls A cAlcdUR@s A Ascloll QR AR sl sdl. €A Slallell ol 5210
AHA PoleR Uas WA ASAl Ol (AU AANHL AHA 53¢ Rcdat MR YELot
HIE Rl AMof AUELA [l 283,

Aeal-y[A
e Ambedkar,B.R.(1979), Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar: Writings and Speeches, vol-1

(compiled by vasant moon), Education Department of Maharashtra,Bombay.

e Ambedkar,B.R.(1982), Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar: Writings and Speeches, vol-2

(compiled by vasant moon), Education Department of Maharashtra,Bombay.

e Keer, Dhananjay. (1991),Dr. Ambedker life and mission, popular prakashan,

Bombay.

e Naik,C.D., (2003), Thoughts and Philosophy of Dr. B. R. Ambedker. Sarup and
sons., New delhi.
e Sirswal, R.D.(2011) Dr.Ambedker's ideas on education ans society change.

Weslyan jounal of research, vol-4 no.-1
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Bl qAGASQ: S ol AULEH USSRl [AALA

SU [@stirutolot A2, s ofl. nac?

1. 35, A WA Uet 51A% 6ls W2fb2el, K.S.V., oot
2. WlRR2oz YHAR, AL AU U S1A% 2ls A2t K.S.V., dlitllotoR

% Urcldall:

*,

URcoll Al YR Yol B 5 Al [l Qe eold@e HslRRL Ydiu
AlRca [Agall yostell opettalluiell oot el adlR silAclRAA yeunis cllosysd
sAcall H2 Fedl w3Rad siAclAell 6l Aecll o w332 dAdl tlle Eauell
UHURS cACRUUA AHY AHoll Yoot HIdall AHUBs YulRlell ual 8l sdl.

¥l qRels 30 @l ystoll ol HRARABA URAHIARRA dulaeyy |,
sje{lidll A adaAdl Aadl dldl el uRd alrdal % wrll syagioldsl |,
A AUy Aol geacRalell HidRs ojcdtluiel Y6 Ancclsll ousl edl

apettHl ,e% etRctoll wrll AU iRl etcdatcl 6% YRYAL A uiid ug el
AR Hlcllal Aol gearcrel usoit Datoll BoAlAHI Ys s2Accle] adle
sl 51l 5L Aet YUsloll 26URAMIclal ARAL Aol AYEl URBLEL 5L Hwad ?
UASEYAl Ao HERIZall 2ol .U ellHta wiAss? SE-sldsld wclo B
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WASS% .SU HL U 6ARUGBZA) Wectloll wnad dHly URddetall aolRa

stlal YU Y3 WS Al [AUR dAcsicllot ASlA HotHl UQL A8l .SRAIASSRY .ol
ot gelict Ul el WSl u] Allull s & wal 2llull e UL Buere(l WA .
cRellotll Ay AULAatoll Uscl UMY JulR0Uall ,AssA UL ofl[Aetl SRHIAS5%)
WAL Anell aot destizll Ul llual ASA .

SRAIASSRY .ol Mot UR ALl HollHeol Ax elRcoll UMy clcRal
URddotoll AuHBUA AHY Gesslal AHEl 4R 3V Yoz 531 detRdsll
o812l sitllR0Lell RUetl U8l o sl UR L clllRQlell usdaul wl eollRe sttt 8l

Al HSL A3l ocllSHiASSRY . AMHL Bl Ul GUERlA alRe] wWaAlSel
Axey Bojeial sAl SRAIASERY .ol Holdl %18 Alalell Aw U{l ol Bl uual
Aeall US 6 g0l .Ul % Bloll vucll vaea cRd 5 % Aol GUAsllal £ & .
Uddl adlR a3 2l AGdoll GUdell Aol A4Sl ,elcllolluAoiloll H(EHL dtalldl
aal A Aul ol 2l vasfQues ua AslRs AbA % AR YRoll U5 .

ol 5l 8l A % AHL Blvlletl HoldeHl A Holsllloll MR a3 Hel Uradl
UoHlol AMe UMUL €Ul ULACl H2-HIASRAIASERY .o AUl Yl scll

usadt .
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% A% Wdlloll ooHelal ugl vl séla Aclltot sl & A EaAHl “elRel ML

oglscllMl Bllotl Yotgeallol Aus Bl Mol YuaAtlRl WASTHIASE% .ol Resioal
/AL D |
SiAHicls 5% el Bl UABASL: .
oA UMl A Bl A3 AA sAtauslal ol A Bl AAGASQUAL
Hoccloll Aol Uldloll decll DUIASS2Y L olletcl AMoll AHAML % Bajeidll wal ST .
[Baunl Aol wHdel wel sal:Hy s uRadetol u
SlolAell Aeetlcoll Yalot-uiAssY UNAOHl Wl slllAatl G .ot [ARAuH
Axe usld e At Aol GrldHi dloll ewollellal AMicllAHA wojeic] 5
QAU lAott Aeetaatt Bloll owolledl (Aol 2wl AHal Ges™ etal otell
Hale 2isell UnanMl H A Y3l A dstSul AU A Yuled s
8l Wellell [@ARAY Yotz sAl ellniclss B2lal WoUBd gcl HA As dal .S |
20 DB 52 Bl w1942 M AMAA HBAL uRdateui Aol vl
HEcloll ool e SHiAssYA U A@d sl Ao
As(Q Wl WRURLetL al ,youldlldes wotclle] sal.
UAGASQL A culsloll stilcl Arey AHEesell Hud LRl W Asll SRl YRel

52 Ol Al aHy Aswél actal el GBlatel usl o wHesell yould e a5 8 .
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Aoty Ml €Y od
< GUUsLR:
SRUASsRYell A wlwell Huau WA Hsclloll AU Yol & %
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1) »As2 Ul ,(2015) % .A¥G HIGIAUSH HiASS? ST : YRAARIE ol

Rl oll§ 6-HHELALE DRt AU,

2) Dhanvijay Vaishali (2012), Dr. Babasaheb Ambedakar’s Efforts for Women
Empowerment and Present Status of Women in Scoeity, Electronic International
Interdisciplinary Research Journal(EIIRJ), Volume-I, Issue-1l, ISSN- 2277- 8721

3) wRMR Wl ,(2004) A.euecdle 2aicizer 2uxHi St .cidssadl qAst
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Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s Role in Women Empowerment

Tejal N. Shah
[Ph.D. Scholar]
(Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad)
[Shikshan Sahayak]
Gyanmandir Higher Secondary School, Patan
ABSTRACT :

Dr. Ambedkar-A person with tremendous knowledge, wisdom, courage and vision.
The freedom fighter and a scholar who shown a path to the society of Liberty, Equality and
Fraternity. He took the lots of efforts to abolish the barriers in the way of empowerment of
women in India. He laid down the foundation codifying the common Civil Code for Hindus

and other sections of the Indian Society.

The present paper is an attempt to highlight Dr. Ambedkar’s view on women
empowerment. Dr. Ambedkar started his movement in 1920. He started fierce propaganda
against the Hindu social order and launched a journal Mook Nayak in 1920 and Bhiskrit
Bharat in 1927 for this purpose. Newspapers started by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Mooknayak and
Bahiskrit Bharat predominantly used to cover issues related to women and their

empowerment.

Dr. Ambedkar was always concerned about women empowerment. In a letter to his
father’s friend, young Dr.Ambedkar, during his studies at New York, said — We shall see
better days soon and our progress will be greatly accelerated if male education is persuaded

side by side with female education.

On 18™ July 1927, Dr. Ambedkar Addressed a meeting of about three thousand
women of depressed classes; he said ‘I measure the progress of community by the degree of

progress which women had achieved’.
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These issues he put forward due to stress the gender equality and the need for

education and exposed the problems of the depressed community as well as women. In 1931
he spoke on women empowerment in a press conference and addressed for family measures
for women in Bombay Legislative Assembly. He worked throughout his life for the
betterment of women involved in prostitution professional. He was a inspiration for poor,
illiterate women to fight against injustice and child marriage and devdasi system. He insisted
on Hindu Code Bill for same cause. Thus his deep concern and feelings for all round

development of women is expressed from his each sentence and word.
Keywords :- Women Empowerment, Equality, Education System.
INTRODUCTION :-

Empowerment refers to increasing the spiritual, political, social or economic strength
of individuals and communities. To achieve sustainable and healthy human development it is
very much necessary to have women involvement in political, social, economic and health
status of community. The role played by Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar, as chairperson of the
Drafting Committee of the Constitution, has shaped the socio-political, economical and
demographic scenario of the country after independence, Dr.Ambedkar had the highest
academic credential for an Indian of his time, and his erudition and scholarship have been
widely acknowledged. Dr. Ambedkar’s vision about women empowerment has explicitly
depicted in Indian Constitution. Equality of gender is backed by the constitution through
articles 14, 15 and 16. The principle of gender equality is enshrined in the Indian Constitution

in its Preamble, Fundamental Rights, Fundamental Duties and Directive Principles.
OBJECTIVES, METHODS AND MATERIALS:

The present paper is an attempt to highlight Dr. Ambedkar’s view on women

empowerment for this secondary data collected from internet, government documents,
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newspapers, published papers, books and speeches delivered by Dr. Ambedkar in parliament,

various conferences and meetings.
ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION:

Women empowerment is characterized by gender equality, gender main streaming,
networking, leaderships and financial freedom. For the eradication of cast system and
bringing under privileged cession of community Dr.Ambedkar started involving women in
the struggle. He realized that this could not be achieved without liberating the women
themselves. He motivated women and addressed them to participate in struggle against caste
prejudices. He encouraged women to organize themselves. Impressed by the large gathering
of women at women’s conference held at Nagpur on 20" July,1942 he told women to be
progressive and abolish traditionalism, ritualism and customary habits, which were
detrimental to their progress. Empowerment helps to develop and build the capacities of
individuals, communities to be the part of the main stream of society. Education is only mean
by which societies grow out of oppression to democratic participation and involvement. It is a
powerful tools for empowerment of individual. Over the generations, marginalized sections
and women in Indian society were denied the opportunity to education. Dr. Ambedkar put all
his efforts to guarantee the educational opportunities without any discrimination to all the

citizens of India.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar strived throughout his life to bring schedule castes and
scheduled tribes and women in streamline of society. He has identified the Indian women’s
problems and gave solutions in Omay Legislative Council. He supported the Maternity Bill,
his argument was “It is in the mterest of the nation that the mother ought to get a certain
amount of rest during the prenatal period and also subsequently and the principle of the bill is

based entirely on that principle.

In Indian society the women was considered the lowest part of community. He fought

a very difficult battle for their cause. He addressed women for their libration, development of
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their mind and the spirit of self help. He advised the education is main part of women

development he added “As you are, so shall be your children”. According to him
development of a community can be measured by the development and degree of progress
made by the women in that community. He advised to the married women to live the
dignified life to be a friend of her husband and not the slave and have an equal right of say.

He was against early marriages and producing too many children.

Dr Babsaheb Ambedkar was not only a dalit hero but also the saviour of the Indian
women. He was of a view that the basic root cause of social and women injustice was gender
discrimination and cast system. For social transformation the gender and cast discriminations
are hurdles. His words and deeds inspired billions of women even today to strive and struggle
against injustice and inequality. His work is an inspiration for today’s women to live

dignified life with self esteem.

Through the constitution of India, as the chairman of the constitution drafting
committee, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was instrumental in granting equal status to all the
citizens irrespective of gender, religion etc. Thus the women, contrary to their low status as

per Hindu law books, were for the first time got equal status lawfully.

Dr. Ambedkar tried an adequate inclusion of women’s right in the political
vocabulary and constitution of India. i.e.

Article 14 — Equal rights and opportunities in political, economic and social speres.
Article 15 — Prohibits discrimination on the ground of sex.

Article 15 (3) — Enables affirmative discrimination in favour of women.

Article 39 — Equal means of livelihood and equal pay for equal work.

Article 42 — Human conditions of work and maternity relief.
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Article 51 (A) (C) — Fundamental duties to renounce practices, derogatory to the dignify of

women.

Article 46 — The state of promote with special care, the educational and economic interests of
weaker section of people and to protect them from social injustice and all forms of

exploitation.

Article 47 — The state to raise the level of nutrition and standard of living of its people and

the improvement of public health and so on.

Article 243 D (3), 243T (3) & 243R (4) provides for allocation of seats in the Panchayati Raj
System.

To empower women at that time, presented Hindu Code Bill in parliament but it was
opposed by almost every male Member of Parliament if passed, it would have ended Saiti
Pratha, Dowry system in 1951 only. After the bill lapsed, he resigned. (The draft also
included divorce rights to women, portions of inheritance to daughters, while giving widows

complete property rights.

Dr. Ambedkar had his own views for women empowerment and this has shown from
his contribution and deeds for billions of Indian women which can be reflected from Indian
constitution. Indian constitution has given social, political and economical justice to women
by giving equal status, equal right and equal opportunity freedom of thought, expression,
belief, faith and worship. He has worked for all the women irrespective of religion, caste,
creed, gender etc. Not only women all the people of India should thankful to him because of

his tremendous and everlasting steps of developmental works.

In present day context, Ambedkar and his thoughts on society based on equality are
yet to be realized for reconstructing Indian society and making the life of women better. B.R.
Ambedkar was a fighter for women emancipation. He fought against all kinds of

discrimination against women throughout his whole life. But still discrimination against
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women in Indian society is overlooked. So it is our duty to fulfil the dreams of Ambedkar for

a better life world of women. It may also be mentioned here that the term “Social Justice”
will not be exercised properly if the people of India should not change their attitudes

specially towards women, SCs, STs and other weaker section of the society.

Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar is a pure symbol of hard work, dedication, commitment,
love and humanity. He is a father of Indian constitution and dynamic character of India’s

history.
CONCLUSION:

In the condolence message, on Ambedkar’s death in parliament, Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru said “Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was a symbol of revolt against all
oppressive features of Hindu society”. His dream of society, based on gender equality is yet
to be realized and therefore his thoughts are important for the social reconstruction that
favours women empowerment. Dr. Babasaheb expressed his views on the state of life of all
women. He stated that women must be treated equally and given equal prestige. He insisted
on Hindu Code Bill suggesting the basic improvements and amendments in assembly. He
also insisted and evoked all the parliamentary members to help to pass the bill in parliament.
Eventually, he resigned for the same. The teachings and thoughts of Dr. Ambedkar are useful
not only women but also all the Indian even today. His deep concern and feelings for all
round development of women is expressed from his each sentence and word. In his last
speech in Indian Parliament we can know his feelings and respect showed towards women.
He quoted the famous thoughts of an Irish Patriot Daniel O Connal as, “No man can be
grateful at the cost of his honour, no woman can be grateful at the cost of her chastity. And
no nation can be grateful at the cost of his lberty.” In his famous book ‘“Pakistan and
partition of India” he expressed his views about Muslim women and their religious traditions,
about wearing vell, their marriages and so on. Muslim women were suppressed under various

religious traditions. Towards all the women, irrespective of their religion, casts and class.
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Dr.Babsaheb Ambedkar had a particular humanitarianism view. He frequently raised his

voice against all sorts of injustice towards women.
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and Women Empowerment in India

Dr.Kirti Matliwala
Assistant Professor
Department of Education

VNSGU, Surat
Introduction

Dr. B.R Ambedkar was well known as a revolutionary thinker and philosopher. He
was social activist and critic and strode like a colossus in the Indian sociopolitical scene unto
his death. He worked not only for dalit but for women also. He gave new identity to Indian
women. Singarya, M. R. (2014) wrote that, “Dr. Babasaheb spent his life for the betterment of
women even involved in bad practices and professionals like prostitutions. Ambedkar created
awareness among poor, illiterate women and inspired them to fight against the unjust and
social practices like child marriages and devdasi system.” Ambedkar saw women as the
victims of the oppressive, caste- based and rigid hierarchical social system. He provides

source of inspiration for women's empowerment movement in India.

According to Velaskar, P. (2012), “Ambedkar’s social and educational thought
remains surprisingly neglected in Indian educational discourse.” Not many people know that

Dr. Ambedkar always worked hard to uplift the situation of women in Indian society.

According to Maurya, R.S.(1988), “Education of women is the most powerful tool
of change of position in society. The greatest single factor which can incredibly improve the
status of women in any society is education. Education also brings a reduction in inequalities
and functions as a means of improving self-esteem, self-confidence, necessary courage and
their status within the family.”

Newspapers started by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, Mooknayak and Bahiskrit Bharat

predominantly used to cover issues related to women and their empowerment. Ambedkar was
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always concerned about women empowerment. In a letter to his father’s friend, young

Ambedkar, during his studies at New York, said — We shall see better days soon and our
progress will be greatly accelerated if male education is persuaded side by side with female

education...”

The higher rate of illiteracy of women is undoubtedly the reason for women's
dependence on men and to play a subordinate role. The lack of education is the main cause
for women's exploitation, violence and negligence. Education can help women to understand
the provisions that are made to strengthen them. Thus promoting education among women is
of great importance in empowering them to accomplish their goals in par with men in
different spheres of life ( Singariya M. R. (2014)).

Women Empowerment

Empowerment means the process of becoming stronger and more confident,

especially in controlling one's life and claiming one's rights. (Www.oxforddictionaries.com)

Women Empowerment refers to the creation of an environment for women where

they can make decisions of their own for their personal benefits as well as for the society.

e Every minute, 2 girls and women are raped in South Africa.
e Every hour, 48 girls and women are raped as a weapon of war in Congo.

e Every day, 3 women are killed by their male partner in the United States.

In fact, more than 100 million girl babies have been Kkilled, aborted, and neglected to

die...simply because they were girls. (Www.huffingtonpost.com)

According to the (www.selfgrowth.com), Empowerment is probably the totality of the

following or similar capabilities:

e Having decision-making power of their own

32



Eklavya

School of Education, Distance Education & Educational Technology

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad

(Established by Government of Gujarat, India)

Web: www.baou.edu.in email: eklavya@baou.edu.in

Having access to information and resources for taking proper decision
Having a range of options from which you can make choices (not just yes/no,
either/or.)

Ability to exercise assertiveness in collective decision making

Having positive thinking on the ability to make change

Ability to learn skills for improving one's personal or group power.

Ability to change others’ perceptions by democratic means.

Involving in the growth process and changes that is never ending and self-initiated

Increasing one's positive self-image and overcoming stigma

Dr. Ambedkar's thoughts on women empowerment

On 18th July 1927, Dr. Ambedkar addressed a meeting of about three thousand women

of Depressed classes, he said ‘I measure the progress of community by the degree of progress

which women had achieved.’

Send your children to schools. Education is as necessary for Females as it is for males.
If you know how to read and write, there would be much progress. — Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar (While addressing women of Depressed classes on 18th July 1927)

Dr. Ambedkar said to Women “Learn to be clean. Keep from vices. Give education to
your children. Instill ambition into them. Inculcate in their minds that they are destined
to be great. Remove from them all inferiority complexes.”

Dr. Ambedkar said to Women — The paternal duty lies in giving each child a better
start than its parents had. Above all, let every girl who marries stand by her husband,
claim to be her husband’s friend and equal, and refuse to his slave. I am sure if you
follow this advice, you will bring honour and glory to yourselves.

Dr. Ambedkar made provisions in articles 14-16 in the Indian Constitution, which
provide equal status to Woman and also banned the of sale and purchase of woman

prevailing Hindu India.

33




Eklavya

AQuarterly Reforred and Peer Reviewed Educational & Research E-Journ;

School of Education, Distance Education & Educational Technology

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad
(Established by Government of Gujarat, India)

Web: www.baou.edu.in email: eklavya@baou.edu.in
Year: | Issue:|| July - September 2017
= Dr. Ambedkar created awareness among poor, illiterate women and inspired them to

fight against the unjust and social practices like child marriages and devdasi system.

Constitutional Provisions

The Constitution of India contains various provisions, which provide for equal rights

and opportunities for both men and women.
The salient features are:-

e Article 14 guarantees that the State shall not deny equality before the law and equal
protection of the laws;

e Article 15 prohibits discrimination against any citizen on the ground of sex;

e Atrticle 15 (3) empowers the State to make positive discrimination in favour of women
and children;

e Atrticle 16 provides for Equality of Opportunity in matters of public employment;

In pursuance of the above Constitutional provisions, various legislative enactments
have been framed to protect, safeguard and promote the interests of women. Many of these
legislative enactments have been in the sphere of labour laws to ameliorate the working

conditions of women labour.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar said that, "It is the education which is the right weapon to cut the
social slavery and it is the education which will enlighten the downtrodden masses to come

up and gain social status, economic betterment and political freedom."

Education to women is the most powerful instrument of changing their position in the
society. Education also brings about reduction in inequalities and also acts as a means to
improve their status within the family. In order to encourage education of women at all levels
and to dilute gender bias in the provision and acquaintance of education, schools, colleges
and even universities were established exclusively for women in the country.
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Conclusion

Society is in a continuous process of evolution. It will take several decades for these
imbalances to be rectified. Education of both men and women will lead to change in attitudes
and perceptions. It is not easy to eradicate deep-seated cultural value, or alter tradition that
perpetuate discrimination. Women in the rural areas are wholly oblivious of their rights. It
will require a much greater and concerted effort for the various measures to become a living
reality for women in the rural areas. This can happen only through the collective effort of the
State, NGOs, imparting of formal and informal education, through the media, etc.
Empowerment of women so as to enable them to become equal partners with their male
counterparts so that they have mutual respect for each other and share the responsibilities of
the home and finances should be the ultimate goal that we must aspire to achieve.
Enforcement of basic human rights of gender equality must take place, without undermining
the institution and sanctity of marriage, and family. Working women continue to remain
primarily responsible for taking care of home and child rearing, in addition to their careers.
Increased stress has made them more prone to heart and other stress related diseases. Hence,

it is necessary to improve the Support System for working women.
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Dr. Ambedkarji’s Vision about Human Right

Bhupendra M Patel
APP.Sanand Court,
Ahmedabad.
Introduction:
The concept of human rights originated in the ancient doctrine of natural rights based on
natural law which can be found in the philosophical teachings of ancient Greek and roman
thinkers. Cicero a roman Political thinker laid down the foundations for Natural law and
NATURAL Rights. It was advocated by the famous social contract like Hobbes, Locke and
Rousseau in the form of Natural Rights. [reference]. Jean Jacques Rousseau in his book
social contract writes “Man is born free and everywhere he is in chains”. This statement of
Rouseau emphasized the importance of freedom to human being. J.S.Mill,T.H.Green and
Karl Marx championed the cause of human right.

During the medieval period,in England,the magna carta (1215) made between the king John
and the barons was the first written document that recognized and guaranteed a few rights
to man in the history of Human Rights.

B.R. Ambedkar was a central figure during the freedom struggle of India, as he was main
the architect of the new nation's constitution, and the foremost champion of the civil rights of
the "untouchable” class to which he belonged. He spoke and wrote ceaselessly on behalf of
"untouchables,” but his passion for justice was wide-ranging; in 1950 he resigned from his
position as the country's first Minister of Law when Nehru's cabinet refused to pass the
Women's Rights Bill.

EARLY LIFE & EDUCATION

Dr . Ambedkar  was born into the “untouchable” Mahar caste on April 14th, 1891, in
Mhow, Madhya Pradesh. As a child, at school he was seated on the floor in a corner of the
classroom, separate from other students, and his teachers refused to touch him or his
notebooks because of his supposed “impurity.” Despite such daily caste humiliation and
discrimination, Ambedkar excelled in his studies. He passed his high school matriculation
examination in Bombay in 1907 and became one of the first “‘untouchables’ ever to attend
college in India, studying at Bombay
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University and Elfinstone College. After graduating with his BA in 1912, Ambedkar
received a scholarship to study in the United States from the Maharaja of Baroda (in
exchange for 10 years of future service to the State). At Columbia University in New York
City, he experienced social equality (the absence of caste discrimination) for the first
time. There he studied under John Dewey, who inspired many of his ideas about human
rights and social justice. Ambedkar earned his MA in Political Science from Columbia in
1915 and then traveled to England to study at the London School of Economics (LSE) and
Gray’s Inn (Law School). In 1917, after only one year in the UK, his scholarship was
terminated and he was called back to India. Returning to work as Military Secretary for
Baroda state, Ambedkar was distressed by the sudden reappearance of discrimination in his
life. In early 1920, he began publishing the news weekly Mooknayak (Leader of Fools) in
which he criticized orthodox Hindu politicians and the seeming reluctance of the Indian
political community to fight caste discrimination. Later in the same year, having
accumulated the necessary funds, he returned to London where he completed his DSc from
LSE and earned his Bar-at-Law degree from Gray’s Inn.

Dr.B R Ambedkar: Emergence of Revolutionary Character Who fought for Human Rights

During the last decade of the 19th century, many Indian leaders born among the lower castes
like Narayan Guru (1854-1928), Jotiba Phule (1827-1890), and Ramaswamy Naicker 1879-
1973) launched massive struggles for the dignity of Dalits throughout India. Ambedkar was
the most towering figure among these Dalit leaders.

In 1917 he joined the Baroda State Service after returning from his studies in the USA and
the United Kingdom, as part of the terms of his scholarship agreement. He worked in the city
of Baroda, the place of the ruling family of Gaikwad, which financed his studies abroad. He
worked as secretary in the defense office of the Maharaja of Baroda State.

3

However, despite his foreign education, he had to endure insults while at work due to his low
caste origin. He was a victim of the cruel dalit discrimination. He suffered the ignominy of
having document files hurled by peons at his face.ll!

He suffered the humiliating experience of not being served drinking water during official
functions. At the officer's club, he had to sit in a corner and keep his distance from the other
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members belonging to higher castes. He also had difficulties in finding a rented house, as he
was not allotted government bungalow. He stayed in an inn owned by Parsis (members of
Zoroastrian religion). One morning, as he was getting ready to go to work, a dozen Parsis,
allwielding sticks, rushed up to his room screaming that he had polluted the inn and insisted
on his immediate departure. He begged them to let him stay for a week longer since he hoped
to get his government bungalow by then. But they were obdurate. If they found him at the inn
that evening, they said God help him. After spending much of the day in a public garden,
Ambedkar, in utter frustration and disgust, left for Bombay by the 9 pm train.

These scorching incidents goaded Ambedkar to work for the protection of dalit rights and
upliftment of the status of the Dalits. In 1924, he started legal practice in Bombay and
founded the Bahishkrit Hitkarni Sabha (Depressed Class Institute) to uplift the Dalits.
Henceforth, he started his movement and took the cause of the Dalits. He roused the dalit
consciousness to fight for the eradication of dalit discrimination; to claim equality of
treatment, status and opportunity; to equally enjoy all rights ? civil, political, social and
economic ? and respect for the dignity of persons. He was considered a crusader for the
human rights of the Dalits in India./2

The Hindu religious belief that "All human beings are not born equal” creates caste-based
discrimination against the Dalits that leads to various forms of violence against them
including public humiliation, torture, rape, beating and Killing. Reacting to the values of
Hinduism, Rabindranath Gore wrote,

We do not value Hinduism, we value human dignity... We want equal rights in the society.
We will achieve them as far as possible while remaining within the Hindu fold or if necessary
by kicking away this worthless Hindu identity.

4

Ambedkar was a great supporter of women's liberation. He blamed the verna system, which
has not only subjugated Dalits but also women. He questioned Manu Smriti (Laws of Manu),
the law Dbook (Dharam-Shastra) of Brahminic Hinduism and attributed to Manu, the
legendary first man and lawgiver. Manu Smriti prescribed the Dharma of each Hindu, stating
the obligations attached to his or her social class and stage of life. It was hostile to the interest
of lower caste people and women. It prohibited re-marriage of widows. He felt that Manu
Smriti was solely responsible for the downfall of Hindu women. He encouraged the Dalits to
embrace Buddhism to liberate their own selves from Hindu subjugation. Hence he fought for

the right to choose ones' faith. After embracing Buddhism, Ambedkar said, "[U]nfortunately
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for me | was born a Hindu Untouchable... I solemnly assure you I will not die as a Hindu."
He practiced what he advocated and became a Buddhist in 1956.

He also wrote about the French revolution ideas of fraternity, liberty and equality. He thought
that the French and Russian revolutions failed to realize all three ideas. He believed that they
could not all be realized except through the way of the Buddha. %!

Ambedkarji’s effort and Struggle for Untouchables:-

As a Lawyer,economist and anthropologist Babasaheb adopted various means to safeguard
the  rightsof Untouchables,therefore launched a movement against dalit discrimination by
creating public opinion through his writings in several periodicals such as Mook Nayak,
Vahishkrit Bharat, and Equality Janta, which he started for the protection of dalit rights.

He also launched numerous movements. One of the memorable struggles of the Dalits was
the Vaikkom Satyagraha in Travancore in Maharashtra,®l which asserted the right of the
Dalits to worship in Hindu temples without hindrance. Another very significant movement
was Mahad March®® to assert the rights of Dalits to take water from public watering places.
Ambedkar organized the Dalit rally to assert their legal right to take water from the Chowdar
tank. The Chowdar tank of Mahad was made a public tank in 1869. In 1923, the Bombay
Legislative Council passed a resolution to the effect that the Dalits be allowed to use all
public

5

watering places. The Mahad Municipality passed a resolution on 5 January 1927 to the effect
that the Municipality had no objection to allowing the Dalits to use the tank. But the higher
castes were hesitant in allowing the Dalits to use the tank. Soon after this resolution was
passed a conference of the Dalits of the Colaba district was held for two days. Ambedkar also
convened a conference on 18-20 March 1927 on this issue. On 20 March 1927, the
conference exhorted the Dalits to go to the Chowdar Tank and exercise their right to take
water from it. The Hindus who had exhorted them to be bold instantly realized that this was a
bombshell and immediately ran away. But the electrified Dalits led by Ambedkar marched in
a procession through the main streets and for the first time drank the water from Chowdar
tank.

Another temple entry movement took place at the Kalaram temple at Nasik in Maharashtra
State. On 13 October 1935, at a conference convened on the issue, Ambedkar recounted the
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experience of the depressed classes and the immense sacrifices made by them to secure
minimum human rights under the aegis of Hinduism.2

Ambedkar fought for the rights of workers and peasants. In the late 1920s and especially in
the 1930s when he had formed his Independent Labour Party, he took up the cause of tenants
(from both the dalt Mahars and the caste Hindu Kunbis) in the Konkan region of
Maharashtra. With the support of radicals then in the Congress Socialist Party, the
Independent Labour Party organized a huge march of 20,000 peasants to Mumbai in 1938,
the largest pre-independence peasant mobilization in the region. In the same year, Ambedkar
joined with the Communists to organize a strike of Mumbai textile workers in protest against
a bill about to be introduced by the British Government to curve labor strikes.®l Ambedkar
took the lead in condemning the bill in the assembly and argued that the right to strike was
simply another name for the right to freedom of assembly.

Protection for Dalits during British Era:-

The demand for safeguards and protection of Scheduled Castes (earlier called Depressed
Class) has a long history dating to Montague-Chelmsford Reform of 1919 during the British
Raj period. Ambedkar had been closely involved in the

6

struggle to give Scheduled Caste people solid statutory safeguard. He was a delegate at the
Round Table Conference in London, where he asked for separate electorate for the Dalits. It
is not a surprise that subsequently Ambedkar saw to it that the welfare of the Scheduled Caste
people were guaranteed in the 1949 Constitution of India in the form of reservation in
legislative, employment and educational fields.

Ambedkar was a great champion of the dalit cause because he succeeded in turning the
depressed class movement into a revolutionary movement throughout India. Today India has
witnessed the oppressed classes walking on the streets of cities and villages with confidence
and poise, of course many despicable acts of discrimination and violence against the dalits
still occur. Yet the juggernaut of equality is rolling on remorselessly and forcefully.

Conclusion

Ambedkar is India's foremost human rights activist during the 20th century. He is an
emancipator, scholar, extraordinary social reformer and a true champion of human rights.2 It
can be said that he is one of the highly regarded Indians whose emancipation and
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empowering role for oppressed groups that cut against the gender divide has inspired
subaltern groups all over the world. All should try to take inspiration from Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar's life and work for the creation of a just and gender-neutral world.
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BUILDING NATION THROUGH EDUCATION: DR.AMBEDKAR’S PERSPECTIVE

Dhvani Rahul Pandya

Silver Oak College of Engineering and Technology
e-mail: dhvanijoshi.dj@gmail.com

INTRODUCTION

If you have no knowledge, have no education,
And you yearn not for the same,

You posses intellect but work not on the same,
How then can you be called a human being?
Birds, animals, monkeys, human beings too,

All go through life and death
But if you gain no knowledge abouit this,
How then can you be called a human being?
(Savitribai Phule)

In connection of the above lines by the first Indian Dalit lady teacher- Savitribai Phule who
stresses on the necessity of Education and her idea was appreciated by British also. As the
line suggests, if we are not educated, we have no right to call ourselves a ‘human’. The main
important thing is that to increase the knowledge about the philosophy of life. It is all about
knowledge and if Education doesn’t teach you “Who you are’, you are not considered as a
‘human’ but an ‘animal’. Many of Indians think of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar as the maker of
Indian Constitution or as a Dalit Icon. But it escapes the attention of Indians that Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar was a visionary, who was ahead of his times. His ideologies are needed to be

followed by 21% century stakeholders of Education.

e CONCEPT CLARIFICATION (‘EDUCATION’ AND ‘NATION DEVELOPMENT’
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Etymologically, the word education is derived from two Latin words ‘“educare” and

“educere” Accordingly, “educare”, means to train, to form or to mould. In other words, it
means that the society trains, forms or moulds the individual to achieve the social needs and
aspirations. “Educere”, on the other hand means to build, to lead, or to develop. And the
nation is developed fully when all the human beings have been successful in establishing the
‘VALUE’. The nation will only be developed when we, through education instill the human
values, morals i this 4G students and create ‘Difference’. Our prime focus should be on
character development rather than the dewvelopment of mind. In short, Education is the

powerful weapon to change the nation. In the words of Dr.AmbedkKar,

That education was a sword and being a double edged weapon, was
dangerous to wield. An educated man without character and humility was more
dangerous than a beast. If his education was detrimental to the welfare of the poor,
the educated man was a curse to society. Fie upon such an educated man. Character
is more important than education.” L.&M.— P-305

e PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

The contemporary world attention has focused on education as an instrument of launching
nations into the world of science and technology and with consequential hope of human
advancement in terms of living conditions and development of the environment. This is
because, education, in the life of a nation, is the live wire of its industries and also the
foundation of moral regeneration and revival of its people. Though the present schools and
universities are sitting on hotbeds of technological advancement, they still lack in making the
child advanced by his character, advanced in having core values, advanced in developing soft
skills and advanced in his morals. According to Ambedkarji, there should be a change in our
philosophy of Education system because the system is successful in overcoming the burden
of books but failed in overcoming the burden of mind. The aim and objective of this
philosophy is to create skills, responsibility, and respectable, knowledgeable and reasonable

citizens for nation states. The function of educational philosophy is to address the teacher-
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learner interactions where the teachers carry a philosophical nature when they enter a class

room. A teacher should always motivate students to focus on ‘VALUE’ and be the real

contributors of society. If it is successful, we will create the better citizens of tomorrow.

e DR.AMBEDKAR’S PERSPECTIVE OF EDUCATION

Dr Ambedkar left an indelible mark on Indian Society and Economy. His vision on nation
building was closely related to his ideal of a good society and ideal is based on the concept
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. Ambedkar’s vision of nation building was geared with
social transformation and human progress. Education has been seen as conducting an
emancipatory role in each person's life. The current education system has drawn inspiration
from opinions which are cultured from the authoritative powers of the dominating classes,
and seems divorced from exploring the rationale for its relevance in society at large and the

youth within it.

Dr. Ambedkar was an impeccable leader, who took up the leadership to light the lamp of
enlightenment.  With his immense reading and clarity of thoughts and arguments, he
countered the oppressive and discriminatory caste based practices. Ambedkar's last words
emphasized: 'Educate, Agitate and Organize'. It's astonishing to realize that Ambedkar's
opinions and perceptions on education aren't recognized which are very important in this fast
generation. In his opinion, Equality in Education in every aspect is reflected in the
constitution, and it proves to be an important element is its composition. As we move beyond
the boundaries set for our understanding of equality, we also need to know how equality is
perceived. Taking the example of the National Council for Education and Research (NCERT)
and how its information brochure elaborately explains 'Equitable space for all. The NCERT
says,

“Across the country, enormous strides towards establishing schools within

the reach of every habitation have been made. Attempts to put larger number of
children through schooling have proved to be successful. But pockets of
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children still remain to be reached- children from the socially weaker sections,
those belonging to the scheduled castes and tribes, those belonging to the
minority groups, and particularly girls, in each of these groups. The need of the
hour is to identify the extraordinary socio-cultural circumstances which restrict
these children from accessing schools.

il
R
1
\

this, apple belowys
4o A, my mme

This excerpt from the NCERT's brochure shows its identification of a particular section of
Indian society.

PURPOSE OF EDUCATION:

Here we need to understand the purpose of education. When Ambedkar talks about
knowledge, he lists two purposes of knowledge:

v" To acquire it for betterment of others and
v To use it for one's own betterment.
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The latter is pursued by a larger circle of people than the former. From this we could

conclude that the realization of existence is not the only valid standpoint, but the realization

of struggled existence of the 'others' is also important. For example, when there is violence

from the upper castes on lower castes then the depressed caste groups assert their existence

which also shows their existence for the dominant caste.

ARGUMENTS OF DR. AMBEDKAR IN CHANGING CURRENT
EDUCATION SCENARIO
Dr.Ambedkar has argued against professional learning which aims at creating a

clerical nature of workers, inclucating a non-questioning attitude as the objective of
learning. He had explained the importance of education in his written testimony
before the University Reform Committee set up by the Municipal Government
regarding Mumbai University reforms. He discussed various issues related to

education and also the reasons for the failure of the education system.

Dr. Ambedkar challenges the notion of accepting unchallenged notions of society.
The argumentative capability reflects a person's thinking prowess and his ability to
reach the truth and identifying it through a procedure. We might also want to

understand how Dr Ambedkar perceived the nature of education. He says,

The Division of the pre-degree education and the post-degree
education meant the partition of education and research from each other,
which itself proved that when the research is separated from education then
the former is immeasurably harmed.

The student so trained should learn to distinguish between what may fairly be called
matter of fact and what is certainly mere matter of opinion. He should be accustomed
to distinguish issues, and to look at separate questions each on its own merits and
without an eye to their bearings on some cherished theory. He should learn to state
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fairly, and even sympathetically the position of those to whose practical conclusions

he is most stoutly opposed. He should become able to examine a suggested idea, and
see what comes of it, before accepting it or rejecting it. Without necessarily becoming
an original student he should gain an insight into the conditions under which original
research is carried on. He should be able to weigh evidence, to follow and criticize
argument and put his own value on authorities.

Character is more important than education so the first focus should be in developing
student’s character by moulding his thoughts.

Spread of education should be a proper function of the University. But this cannot be
achieved unless the University adopts vernacular as the medium of instruction, which
in the present circumstances is a far cry. He holds a very strong affirmative view on
the use of vernacular as a medium of instruction. But | feel that the problem cannot be
solved unless Indian public opinion decides which vernacular it selects for common

intercourse.

This makes it clear that the education and its continuation through implementing it in one's

life is necessary for constant and meaningful learning. Dr.Ambedkar listed these four

components as objectives for policy makers:

Mo

Recasting the aims and purposes of education,
Education as an instrument of substantive equality,
Women's education

Character Development

Education formed the fundamental part of his eloquent speeches and messages, making us

perceive his early understanding of it as a fundamental right and also as the major tool of

rebellion among the discriminated. Dr.Ambedkar's speeches many a times mention the

transformative nature education has, which he would have imbibed from the diverse range of

academic learning he had. The concept of upliftment or rise of the 'lower class' was accepted.
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With the advantage of being a learned person Dr. Ambedkar was in a better position than any

other to challenge the relations of the upper and the lower castes and the immobility within
them. Education hence proved to be a factor of upliftment when certain communities were

denied the same. In his own words:

“Education _is something which ought to be brought within the
reach of every one. The policy therefore ought to be to make higher
education as cheap to the lower classes as it can possibly be made. If all
these communities are to be brought to the level of equality, then the only
remedy is to adopt the principle of equality and to give favoured treatment to
those who are below level.”

e GEAR UP 21°TCENTURY (CONCLUSION)

Dr. Ambedkar had a deep relation with education and his writings show expertise and indepth
analysis of the subject. The great leader has been restricted to the narrow position of being
just a Dalit emancipator. His contributions towards education and his vision towards it should
be traced and nurtured. He realized education to be a priority for the society and for growth of
individuals with character. Educational philosophy stresses on development of persons and
their environment. He also saw education as something that can create radical changes in an
oppressed society and create avenues for change which are equal for all. Dr. Ambedkar's
thoughts resonate with the current academic discourse and hence make him relevant, to bring
in a perspective which has been missing. The perspective which is generated through
struggled learning. That learning needs to be recognized and captured in textbooks, cutting
across boundaries. Meanwhile, teachers and the trainers also need to establish a bond and
promote an education that works towards the objectives of self-actualization and a just
society. With such collective efforts, education can play a role in the creation of citizens who
are aware of the perils a society faces, motivating them to challenge its customary norms and

practices even when establishing themselves. This contextualization of education in India
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would create a pedagogy which enables the teachers and learners participate in the process of

‘CHANGE’ and enhance one's ideals in society. In nutshell, Students are the main part in

developing the nation, so the teacher also. So, a development in our philosophy of Education

will

definitely bring the development of nation. | will wrap up the conclusion by

Dr.Ambedkar’s Words:

“I am very fond of teaching profession. 1 am also very fond of
students. | have dealt with them. | have lectured them in my life. I am very
glad to talk to the students. A great lot of the future of this country must
necessarily depend on the students of this country. Students are an
intelligent part of the community and they can shape the public opinion.”
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THRR AT g1 | - 3. FIgHTSlT
AT IS o G & AU iR aRIT FHES FH gIIfa A AT Gesd
g7 fear ar, 3§ ugell geprs TAGT AT | SEY 3Heclel o@AT ST Hehell ¢ b &
afaefier AT & faw R &1 fFder Agea < & | Sl gF A1 - AT, Fars=T
AR FEY | 7 e W ¥ RfET s, Fafsa gar AR @uy A | ger iR
qei3 | 0 FF &1 3T Tyse § F Fofed gl 3R rgFd Fuy wia & v
guH ad AT gy 1 & & | 37 A F ST FT 2 THheHd TH g |
YT GF9esT AT & d<dl & o0 Sfaed # 9efd & 396 T & | 9 39
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TEdT @ 39 R & forw gfaer @ 3wahr o T @&d § | 7 ¥ HA ST &
Aifas witaal & &3 F ar I8 T9 & & JodT ¢ odfhd dfRg g9 & s<at &

51




Eklavya

AQuarterly Reforred and Peer Reviewed Educational & Research E-Journ;

School of Education, Distance Education & Educational Technology

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad

(Established by Government of Gujarat, India)

Web: www.baou.edu.in email: eklavya@baou.edu.in

Year:| Issue:|| July - September 2017
o amear & 3787Ta A A & IXT o @ T IR T Sfad R g@ IR dear

I ARG Sfiae & Oid IgI? VAT ol § oI fIT U AT A& Gerr g S
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TET & e aread e @1 | Rem & #ifas Sera & afdfier gl S atEer ar
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DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR AS A HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER
Uma N. Thakkar

Lecturer,
H.B.Kapadia College of Education

« Introduction

In an unassuming street in London’s posh Primrose Hill, there is a buzz about a
particular house that was purchased last September by India’s state government of
Maharashtra, and opened as a museum and learning centre by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Its blue plaque reads: ‘Dr Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, 1891-1956, Indian Crusader for
Social Justice, lived here 1921-22". To Dr Corinne Lennox, he was also a true visionary and
‘one of the world’s greatest defenders and philosophers of human rights.’

Today [14 April 2017] marks the 126th birthday of Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar, a key figure in
the global story of human rights but one whose contributions are not adequately understood
or recognised. His birthday is widely celebrated in India, where he is best known for drafting
the Indian Constitution, in which he embedded several provisions for the protection of rights
of the most marginalised. His statue is dotted throughout the country but his leadership is
most significant for the Dalits of India, who continue to occupy the lowest rungs of Indian
society despite the elevated heights to which Dr Ambedkar, himself a Dalit, was able to
reach.

Dr. Ambedkar is one of the world’s greatest defender and philosopher of human rights. He

was a true visionary, contributing to a global evolution of this idea, to the legal enshrinement
of rights, and to this day, he continues to inspire human rights defenders.

Why do | call Dr Ambedkar a human rights defender? Some might see him narrowly as a
defender of the rights of Dalits but not of human rights more broadly. His lifelong efforts to
eradicate caste-based discrimination arguably count as his greatest achievement. Moreover,
the language of ‘human rights’ was still in its infancy during his lifetime, even if the
standards had earlier roots. A proper examination of his writings and his actions show,
however, that he was very much cosmopolitan in his philosophy of justice and in his legal
and political work, which demonstrate his support to norms embodied in universal human
rights as we have since come to know them.To illustrate my point, | will highlight three key
progressive strands of his thinking on principles of human rights, and how this projected
where the international human rights movement would go in the decades to follow.
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First, is the interdependence of human rights. A constant refrain in his writings is his call for
‘liberty, equality and fraternity’. Equality and non-discrimination are clearly at the core of his
conceptual framework of human rights. Yet, in contrast to the use of these principles in the
French and American declarations, Dr Ambedkar placed social and economic equality
alongside political and civic equality.

For example, as India became an independent state, he said, ‘On the 26 January 1950, we are
going to enter into a life of contradictions. In politics we will have equality, and in social and
economic life we will have inequality. How long shall we continue to deny equality in our
social and economic life? If we continue to deny it for long, we will do so only by putting our
political democracy in peril.” He was also critical of the efforts in Communist states of the
period in supporting economic and social rights at the cost of liberty. The global human rights
movement was dominated for decades by a focus on civil and political rights and only latterly
brought economic and social rights more to the forefront of human rights advocacy. Dr
Ambedkar was prescient in his recognition of the interdependence of civic and political rights
with social and economic rights, even at a time when states were working to divide these
norms across the two international human rights covenants.

Second, Dr. Ambedkar said, ‘I measure the progress of a community by the degree of
progress which women have achieved.” He strived through efforts, including his proposed
Hindu Code BiIll, to secure rights for women in India in areas such as inheritance and divorce.
Importantly, he was of course referring to all women, not just the progress of elite women,
approaching gender equality as he was from the point of view of Dalit women.The
recognition of inequalities within the international women’s movement itself is still
something that we are grappling with, and which came relatively late to the gender equality
debate. Emphasis on the concept of ‘intersectionality” in gender discrimination is also fairly
recent. Today the voice of women in the Dalit movement has been growing ever stronger, as
has the voice of Dalit women in the women’s movement, both nationally and internationally.
For example, Asha Kowtal, general secretary of the All India Dalit Mahila Adhikar Manch
(All India Dalit Women’s Rights Forum, or AIDMAM), led a group of Dalit women on a US
tour last autumn, bringing attention to the egregious human rights violations faced by Dalit
women, and connecting with others in the global movement, such as the women leaders of
Black Lives Matter.

Third, Dr Ambedkar was visionary in his understanding that democracy alone is not a
guarantee for the protection of the rights of minorities. He attempted to build into the
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constitution several protections for different minority groups in India (as later detailed along
with other minority rights proposals in his ‘States and Minorities” (1947)). Many of his
efforts in this regard were blocked, including by Gandhi, pushing him to settle only for
reserved seats for Dalits in government under the Poona Pact (1932).This is still an area of
human rights where there is a great deal of misunderstanding of how protecting minority
groups from discrimination through various tools, such as affirmative action ‘reservations’
used in the public sector in India today, is essential to members of those groups fulfilling
their human rights. Far from being a privilege, these measures are a basic tool for achieving
substantive equality in the face of discrimination. In the words of Dr Ambedkar,
‘Discrimination is another menace which must be guarded against if the fundamental rights
[of the Indian Constitution] are to be real rights’.The global Dalit movement continues to
strive towards these aims in their struggle to eliminate caste-based discrimination, to achieve
fulfilment of their human rights and for the restoration of dignity and justice. Leaders of this
movement look to Dr Ambedkar for mspiration, putting into practice his famous mantra: ‘My
final words of advice to you are educate, agitate and organise; have faith in yourself’. Indeed,
his words could be a rallying cry for human rights defenders everywhere.

X/

s Ambedkar’s Life as a Struggle.

Babasaheb Ambedkar was a leading social activist and reformer who gave his life for the
upliftment of the Dalits. A leader for the oppressed, he relentlessly fought for the eradication
of caste discrimination that had fragmented Indian society. He was a reformer who
campaigned against the untouchability and for the liberation of dalits. Born in a socially and
economically backward family, He was the victim of caste discrimination, humiliations, and
inequality. He belongs to the Mahar Caste, which was treated as an untouchable community
by the dominant caste people in Maharashatra. Thus Ambedkar was subject to
discriminations and humiliations due to the caste system. However, fighting all odds, he
earned a law degree and various doctorates from Columbia University and London School of
Economics. He gained reputation as a scholar for his research in the field of Caste Studies,
law, economics, and political science. He was India’s first law minister and the chief architect
of the Indian Constitution.

«» Ambedkar’s Idea of Social Justice

“My Ideal: a society based on Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity” — Ambedkar Social Justice is
the view that everyone deserves equal social, economic and political rights and opportunities.
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Plato and Aristotle initiated the discussion on Justice in the western philosophy. Ambedkar
believed in the concept of social justice as it has emphasized the equality of all human beings
irespective of their caste, gender, religion and race. Ambedkar’s concept of social Justice
stands for the liberty equality and social justice of all human beings. In his speech,
“Annihilation of Caste” Ambedkar stated that his ideal society would be based on Liberty,
Equality, and Fraternity.

«» Ambedkar as a champion of Women’s Rights

“l measure the progress of a community by the degree of progress which women have
achieved” - Ambedkar in a meeting of the depressed classes on 18thjuly 1927 Ambedkar
struggled for the women’s liberation from the male dominated society. He argued that Manu
Smriti (Laws of Manu) is a system which oppressed the Dalits and women for centuries. He
opined that Manusmriti is antidalits and women as it degrades them. Ambedkar used to
regularly contribute essays on the question of women’s empowerment to the news papers like
Mooknayak and Bahiskrit Bharat. In addition, Ambedkar also created awareness among the
illiterate women to struggle against the social evils like child marriages and Devadasi system.
He believed in the social and political movements run by women. He opined that the
movements under the leadership of women may change the society and improve the
conditions of women and other oppressed people. Moreover, Ambedkar also fought for the
women’s education as he firmly believed that education is the most powerful weapon to
change the lives of women. Therefore, he advised the men and women to educate, agitate and
organize for the social change.

<+ Ambedkar as a defender of Human Rights

Dalits and other lower caste people were not allowed to drink water from wells. They were
not allowed to enter the temples in the colonial India. Ambedkar led several movements to
establish the rights of dalits over water and other resources. Indeed, it was a struggle to
protect the dignity of the dalits and assert their rights as humans. In 1927, Ambedkar led the
march at Mahad, Maharashtra along with dalit activists and leaders to taste the water from the
Public Lake as it was earlier prohibited. This marked the beginning of caste eradication
movement. As the temple entry was banned for dalits, Ambedkar started a movement in 1930
at the Kalaram Temple, Nashik, Maharashtra. This movement claimed that the dalits also
have every right to enter the temples and it was viewed as another milestone in the history of
dalt movements for human rights & social justice. Ambedkar opined that only political
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power cannot be a solution for the problems of the depressed classes. But their salvation lies
in their social elevation.

<+ Ambedkar's Movement for Human Rights

During the last decade of the 19th century, many Indian leaders born among the lower castes
like Narayan Guru (1854-1928), Jotiba Phule (1827-1890), and Ramaswamy Naicker 1879-
1973) launched massive struggles for the dignity of Dalits throughout India. Ambedkar was
the most towering figure among these Dalit leaders.In 1917 he joined the Baroda State
Service after returning from his studies in the USA and the United Kingdom, as part of the
terms of his scholarship agreement. He worked in the city of Baroda, the place of the ruling
family of Gaikwad, which financed his studies abroad. He worked as secretary in the defense
office of the Maharaja of Baroda State.However, despite his foreign education, he had to
endure insults while at work due to his low caste origin. He was a victim of the cruel dalit
discrimination. He suffered the ignominy of having document files hurled by peons at his
face.He suffered the humiliating experience of not being served drinking water during official
functions. At the officer's club, he had to sit in a corner and keep his distance from the other
members belonging to higher castes. He also had difficulties in finding a rented house, as he
was not allotted government bungalow. He stayed in an inn owned by Parsis (members of
Zoroastrian religion). One morning, as he was getting ready to go to work, a dozen Parsis,
allwielding sticks, rushed up to his room screaming that he had polluted the inn and insisted
on his immediate departure. He begged them to let him stay for a week longer since he hoped
to get his government bungalow by then. But they were obdurate. If they found him at the inn
that evening, they said God help him. After spending much of the day in a public garden,
Ambedkar, in utter frustration and disgust, left for Bombay by the 9 pm train.

These scorching incidents goaded Ambedkar to work for the protection of dalit rights and
uplitment of the status of the Dalits. In 1924, he started legal practice in Bombay and
founded the Bahishkrit Hitkarni Sabha (Depressed Class Institute) to uplift the Dalits.

Henceforth, he started his movement and took the cause of the Dalits. He roused the dalit
consciousness to fight for the eradication of dalit discrimination; to claim equality of
treatment, status and opportunity; to equally enjoy all rights? civil, political, social and
economic ? and respect for the dignity of persons. He was considered a crusader for the
human rights of the Dalits in India.The Hindu religious belief that “"All human beings are not
born equal” creates caste-based discrimination against the Dalits that leads to various forms
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of violence against them including public humiliation, torture, rape, beating and Killing.
Reacting to the values of Hinduism, Rabindranath Gore wrote,We do not value Hinduism, we
value human dignity... We want equal rights in the society. We will achieve them as far as
possible while remaining within the Hindu fold or if necessary by kicking away this
worthless Hindu identity.

Ambedkar was a great supporter of women's liberation. He blamed the verna system, which
has not only subjugated Dalits but also women. He questioned Manu Smriti (Laws of Manu),
the law book (Dharam-Shastra) of Brahminic Hinduism and attributed to Manu, the
legendary first man and lawgiver. Manu Smriti prescribed the Dharma of each Hindu, stating
the obligations attached to his or her social class and stage of life. It was hostile to the interest
of lower caste people and women.

It prohibited re-marriage of widows. He felt that Manu Smriti was solely responsible for the
downfall of Hindu women. He encouraged the Dalits to embrace Buddhism to liberate their
own selves from Hindu subjugation. Hence he fought for the right to choose ones' faith. After
embracing Buddhism, Ambedkar said, "[U]nfortunately for me | was born a Hindu
Untouchable..

I solemnly assure you I will not die as a Hindu." He practiced what he advocated and became
a Buddhist in 1956.He also wrote about the French revolution ideas of fraternity, liberty and
equality. He thought that the French and Russian revolutions failed to realize all three ideas.
He believed that they could not all be realized except through the way of the Buddha.

«+ Conclusion

Thus, Ambedkar was critical of Gandhi, attacked caste system, converted to Buddhism, and
became a true representative of the oppressed castes. Ambedkar’s analysis of caste has been
inspiring to many dalits and Non-dalit intellectuals. He developed a critique of Indian society
based on the Enlightenment ideals of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. He was intellectual,
liberal and more modern than many of the Indian thinkers and leaders. Ambedkar’s passion
for the eradication of caste system is still relevant as the ‘caste system’ is still a serious social
problem in India. Ambedkar is India’s one of the greatest original thinkers and leaders for the
‘Social Change’. He is a scholar, outstanding social reformer and a Messiah for the

62



Eklavya

AQuarterly Reforred and Peer Reviewed Educational & Research E-Journ;

School of Education, Distance Education & Educational Technology

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad

(Established by Government of Gujarat, India)

Web: www.baou.edu.in email: eklavya@baou.edu.in
Year:| Issue:|| July - September 2017

downtrodden people. His emancipator ideals are still relevant to every dream of a just,
modern, liberal, secular, humane, democratic Indian society and they are inspiring to the
present day youth for the socio-political change in the country. His ideals and arguments are
significant to achieve a casteless Indian society and a society which is based on Liberty, and
Equality. In these following words, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar expressed hope that the caste system
can be eradicated with the education and continuous struggle for freedom, “My final words of
advice to you are educate, agitate and organize; have faith in yourself. With justice on our
side | do not see how we can loose our battle. The battle to me is a matter of joy. The battle is
in the fullest sense spiritual. There is nothing material or social in it. For ours is a battle not
for wealth or for power. It is battle for freedom. It is the battle of reclamation of human
personality.” Ambedkar is India's foremost human rights activist during the 20th century. He
is an emancipator, scholar, extraordinary social reformer and a true champion of human
rights. It can be said that he is one of the highly regarded Indians whose emancipation and
empowering role for oppressed groups that cut against the gender divide has inspired
subaltern groups all over the world. All should try to take inspiration from Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar's life and work for the creation of a just and gender-neutral world.
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Research Scholar in Gujarat University, Ahmedabad.

Introduction:
Dr. Bhimrao R. Ambedkar is known as the father of Indian Constitution. By getting world’s

best knowledge, he proved that there is a not permanently right of any one particular
caste/castes over the knowledge. Birth is mere an accident and there is no relation between
birth and talent. It is untrue that untouchables have no ability to acquire knowledge. Being
untouchable he had not only faced difficulties in his childhood, but also in whole life. Dr.
Ambedkar is the most learned man of the India and he want to create one India on the base of
the modern democratic thought instead of the conservative thought of Hinduism. He did not
want to get only political democracy, but also social and economical democracy. He believes
that nationality is the greater than caste or religion. However, he tried to get the human rights
of the Depressed Class through awakening and reforms of Hinduism. But he faced severe
oppose from the orthodox Hinduism. Lastly, he understood that there was no hope for the
change of mind set of the follower of Hinduism. He renounced the Hinduism after a study of
the world’s main religions. He embraced the Buddhism which is based on the egalitarian
society. Hence, this path was not a plain, but it was the full of thorns and various difficulties.
Methodology:

The secondary source of the data is used for the study and the description of the research
paper. However, the Writing and Speeches of the Dr. Ambedkar, various articles, research
papers, Internet, etc., were used for the study. The research has tried to get conclusions
through some important incidents and various experiences of the life of Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar. However, the life of Dr Ambedkar could be classified into three forms of his
personality for this study.

(1) Iconoclast Ambedkar:

(2) Protestant/Reformer Ambedkar:
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(3) Revolutionist Ambedkar:

Objectives:

(1) To get such important incidents from the life of Dr. Ambedkar that inspired him to
embrace the Buddhism.

(2) To find out the important incidents that forced Dr. Ambedkar for renouncing the
Hinduism.

(3) To throw lights about the ideas of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar about Religion.

(4) To discuss his journey from the Hinduism to Buddhism.

Discussion:
(A) Iconoclast Ambedkar:
A) In the Childhood:
Experiences of the untouchability, struggle for find out its roots and criticism of the
Hinduism:
Untouchabiliy is woven like a shade of the body and it does not hide in the absent of the sun.
However, the discrimination of the depressed class is very common in whole fields of life.
Dr. Ambedkar had faced it from the childhood to the end of the life. However, he understood
and concluded that the caste system is the roots of it. The dharmshastras (holy books of
Hinduism) is the source of inhuman caste system. The scriptures of Hinduism sanctioned it.
The Ramayan, Mahabharta, which is not only narration of the greatness of the Brahmins and
the Kshatriyas, but also it, is the degradation of the Shudras and the Untouchables.|

Dr. Ambedkar is not accepted the discrimination and degradation of the depressed
class from the Ramayan and Mahabharat. He questioned and tries to get its answer from his
rational mind. His father forced him to read these books and after reading of these holy
books, he concluded that ‘Bhishma and Drona were hypocrites. They said one thing and did
quite the opposite. Krishna believed in fraud. His life is nothing but a series of frauds.” Dr.
Ambedkar also examined the Ramayan. In his book Buddha and his Dhaam, Dr. Ambedkar

said that ‘Equal dislke I have for Rama. Examine his conduct i the Sarupnakha
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[=Shurpanakha] episode [and] in the Vali Sugriva episode, and his beastly behaviour towards

Sita. My father was silent, and made no reply. He knew that there was a revolt.”
(httpz//bihar. humanists. net/ Ambedkar. html)

B) In Young Age:

Fight against the discrimination and tried to get the solution for Human Rights of the

Depressed Class:
1) Experience of Baroda:
After getting education, while he appointed as the Military secretary in Baroda, he could
not got the residence in any hotel or hostel. Even his peon made distance from him and not
giving file direct hand to hand and flung files on the table. He forced to leave his temporary
residency and pushed to the road by Parsee owner of Hotel. According to,
bihar.humanists. net,

“The humiliations reached a climax, when one day a group of Parsees armed with lathis
forced Ambedkar to vacate the Parsee hotel where he was living. No Hindu or Muslim was
prepared to give him shelter in the city All this was unbearable to him. He sent a note to the
Maharaja; but the Diwan expressed his inability to do anything in the matter. Ultimately
Ambedkar leff Baroda and went to Bombay i November 1917.”
(http://bihar.humanists. net/ Ambedkar. html)

2) Mahad conference, 1927:

In preparations for holding the conference, attitude of the touchable is not helpful and they
want to failure of the whole programme. According to the book ‘Dr. Ambedkar life of
Mission,” “As no Hindu land lord allowed the use of land for the pandal, a site for the
conference was secured with great difficulty from a Muslim. As the local merchants refused
to have any dealings with the men connected with the conference, the Reception committee
had to purchase corn and other material from outside, sufficient to last for ten days.|”
“Ambedkar avowed that it was the ultimatum aim of politics to mamtain and protect

those human rights: he added: ‘Removal of untouchability and inter-caste dinner alone will
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not put an end to our ills. All departments of services such as courts, military, police and

commerce should be thrown open to us.” Concluding his speech he said: ‘Hindu society
should be reorganized on two main principles-equality and absence of casteism.”” Dr.
Ambedkar said that “this conference has been called to mnaugurate an era of equality in this
land” (Keer: p.99).

“At the conclusion of the conference, Ambedkar and his part went to see in the
neighbornood of Mahad, the excavations supposed to have dated from time of Lord
Buddha. (Keer: p.107).

3) Burning of Manusmriti, December, 25 1927:

The aim of burning of Manusmriti was mentioned in the resolutions: “Among other
resolutions a resolution was passed to burn the Manusmriti, which according to Ambedkar
perpetuated the social, economic, religious and political slavery of the untouchables.
Accordingly, the Manusmriti was burnt publicly on December 25, 1927. By another
resolution, it was demanded that priestly profession among Hindus be democratized,
allowing everyone who desired to have an opportunty to become a
priest.”(http://bihar.humanists. net/b Ambedkar.html.)

“The report that Manusmriti had been burnt as a part of the Mahad Satyagraha gave rise
to strong rewulsion and much criticism in the caste-Hindu press. Justifying this action,
Ambedkar wrote in the 3 February, 1928 issue of the Bahishkrit Bharat that his reading of
the Manusmriti had convinced him that it was insulting in its treatment of the Shudras and
that it did not even support the idea of social equality. To burn a thing is to register protest
to the idea it represented. By so doing, one expected to shame the persons concerned into
modifying their behavior. He said further that it would be futile to expect that anyone who
revered the Manusmriti could be genuinely interested in the welfare of the untouchables.
He compared the burning of the Manusmritito the burning of foreign cloth recommended
by Gandhi. (httpJ//bihar.humanists.net/bAmbedkar.html.)

4) Jalgaon Conference, May 29, 1929:
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In his book Dhanajay Keer mentioned that “In ‘Jalgaon Conference’ which was

convened by the Depressed Class of Central Provinces and Berar on May 29, 1929. It was
at this conference that a resolution was passed stressing the need for embracing some other
religion in the event of continued disregard for their condition by the caste Hindus. In this
concluding speech Ambedkar told the conference bluntly that ‘it was quote impossible for
them to get their disabilities removed by remaining in the Hindu fold. So he advised such of
them as could endure no longer the pangs of poverty, misery and disabilities, to embrace
some other religion for the betterment of their lot and honour, if their disabilities were not
removed by the caste Hindus before a prescribed date.” The feeler however, was not taken
seriously by the Jalgaon Hindus. They thought it was a ruse aimed at bargaining for more
civic rights by working on the feelings of the caste Hindus in a puerile manner. But, the
time limit expired, and about twelve Mahars embraced Islam in the first week of June 1929.
(Keer: p.130)”

‘By this incident the eye of Sanatani opened to the realties and reason for some time.
Those who held that stigma of pollution disappeared with the death of a Mahar were moved
to throw open two wells to the Depressed Classes without delay or demur.” ” (Keer: p.131)
Yeola conference in Nasik, 1935:

Dr. Ambedkar declared that he was born as a Hindu, but would not die as one.
5) Round Table Conference and Poona Pact: 1932

In the Round Table conference, Dr. Ambedkar had succeeded to put the actual side of

the depressed class and the British had given the separate electorates to the depressed

class. But, the opposition of Gandhi and his fast with the support of orthodox leaders of

Hinduism pressurized Dr. Ambedkar to leave his demand of the separate electorates.

Due to all sided pressure, there was no way to Dr. Ambedkar except the accepting

formula of reservation of seats with the common electorates. It is said that the ‘Poona

Pact’ proved that the mindset of Hinduism would not changed and he has to choose

another way to take care of the security of the depressed class.

6) Annihilation of Caste:(1936):
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“When the Hindu reformist group, the Jat-Pat Todak Mandal (Forum for Break-up of

Caste) of Lahore, which had invited Ambedkar to deliver its annual lecture in 1936, asked

for and received the text of the speech in advance, it found the contents “unbearable”. The

Mandal realized that Ambedkar intended to use its platform not merely to criticize the

practice of caste, but to denounce Hinduism itself; and withdrew its mvitation.”
(‘Annihilation of Caste’: Editor’s Notes: Dr B.R. Ambedkar 1936).
Middle Age:

1)

2)

The Constitution of India:

The Constitution of India is not only reflection of ideas of modern democracy, but also
it reflects Buddhism. It is the unique combination of both and it is necessary for a future
of the democratic state. Dr. Ambedkar said that the ideas of Freedom, equality and
fraternity are not coined from the French revolution, but it took from the Buddhism.
Embracing the Buddhism:

According to Keer, Dr. Ambedkar told in a meeting on the occasion of the Buddha’s
anniversary in New Delhi that “Buddha’s religion was based on morality. It was based
on ethics and the Buddha acted as a Guide and not as a god whereas Krishna said that
he was the god of gods; Christ said he was God’s son and Mohammad Paigamber said
that he was the last messenger of God. Except the Buddha, all founders of religions
claimed for themselves the role of Mokshadata (Saviour) and claimed for themselves,
while the Buddha was satisfied with the role of Margdata (Guide). The religion of the
Buddha was morality. In place of god in Buddhism there was morality. The Buddha
propounded a most revolutionary meaning of the word ‘Dharma’. (Keer: p.420)

In place of Karma the Buddha substituted morality as the essence of Dharma. The
social gospel of Hinduism was inequality where as Buddhism was for equality. Geeta
upheld chaturrvarna.” (Keer: p.420)

“After embracing Buddhism Dr. Ambedkar said: “It is the greatest benefit I am

conferring on the country by embracing Buddhism, as Buddhism is a part and parcel of
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Bhartiya Culture. | have taken care that conwversion will not harm the traditions, the

culture and history of this land.”(Ambedkar Vol-017, p.XX.)

(B) Reformist/Protestant Ambedkar:

Dr. Ambedkar had tried to eradicate the caste system from the Hinduism and he
elaborated how this inhuman system has forced to live the Depressed Class like a hell. The
caste system divides the whole society and it is the main hindrance of the unity of the state.
He enforced that one has to work for the nationality of the state, not for the identity of the
caste. He gave various examples of the different faiths like Islam, Christian etc. While one
asks a simple question ‘who are you?’ to the follower of the particular religion like Islam,
Christian, they will give only the name of their faith. While in the Case of Hinduism, the
answer of that question is only name of the caste. Dr Ambedkar tried to work for various
reforms of Hinduism and he initiated such movements and also gave support to work of ‘the
Bahiskrit Hitakarini Sabha’ (Outcaste Welfare Association) for abolishing of the caste
system.

Use of ‘Protestant Hindu’ word:

Dr. Ambedkar used the word ‘Protestant Hindu’ for the Depressed Class during the ‘Round
Table Conference. According to svarajyamag.com, “On January 4, 1931, Dr. Ambedkar
submitted to the Round Table Conference’ a ‘Supplementary Memorandum’ n which he
state that the term ‘Depressed Class’ was considered by the so-called untouchable
communities as ‘degrading and contemptuous’. Instead, he suggested three official names:
‘Non-caste Hindus’, ‘Protestant Hindus’ or; Non-conformist Hindus.’”’

He emphasized that "It is not possible to break Caste without annihilating the religious
notions on which it, the Caste system, is founded.” Hence, some touchable also gave support
to Dr. Ambedkar and Babasaheb also tried to remove the roots of the inequality. He worked
for the happiness of the all, not only for the Depressed Class. Dr. Ambedkar is a foresighted
man and he identified the caste system as the hurdle of the unity of India. So, he emphasized

that Indian Society must give up the caste system and adopt the modern views of democracy.
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Ambedkar had tried to evaluate the thought of Hinduism and showed the some

contradiction. However, he had tried to give up such inhuman and exploitative ideas of the

Hinduism for the unity of the India, for the dignity of the every human being who follow the
Hinduism. It is said that in this phase, Dr. Ambedkar had worked like the Martin Luther
King. Dr. Ambedkar had tried for human rights of the Depressed Class. He had tried to give

new shape to the Hinduism with the rational ideas of liberty, equality and fraternity. He tried

to reform of Hinduism and it becomes the rational religion.

1)

2)

By Movement:

However, he organized some movements for alarming and awakening to the Hinduism.
He had also struggled for the basic rights of the Depressed Class. ‘Mahad Satyagrah’,
‘Kalaram temple entry movement’ etc. are important movements. Hence, “The first phase
of Ambedkar’s struggle was to create an opening for the untouchables within Hindu fold
by trying to smash the bastion of caste and its religion by trying to gain access to public
places and utilizes where the untouchables were discriminated.”
(Www.buddhismtoday.com)

By the negotiation: (Round Table Conferences):

“In the very first meeting of the conference, November 1930, Ambedkar asserted that
nobody else can remove their grievances and the Depressed Classes need political power
to solve their own problems. It demanded adequate representation in the legislatures and a
right to elect their own men as their representative by separate electorates and it also
demanded adequate representation of the Depressed Classes in the government services.”
(Shastree Uttara: 1995, p.12)

“At the Second Table Conference, 1931, Ambedkar confronted Gandhi, who not only
refused to consider separate electorates for the Depressed Classes, but also opposed any
form of special representation involving reserve seats.”

At the third conference, we know about the declaration of the communal Award by

the British government which gave the right of double vote to the Depressed Class. They
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have to give two votes, “One in a special constituency for a modest number of reserves

seats, and one in the general electorate.” (Shastree Uttara: 1995, p.12)
By the Constitution and Law:

The Indian Constitution is the world’s best constitution; Dr. Ambedkar had tied to
make it as the best documents of the egalitarian society of social justice with principles of
the political, economical and social democracy. Untouchability is abolished by the law;
and prohibiting of the discrimination based on the ground of religion, race, sex, caste,
creed or the place of birth and practice of it’s in any form is believed as an offense and
punishable by the law. The fundamental rights are the golden line of the Indian
Constitution. It is said that the Indian Constitution reflects the Buddhist vision of Dr.
Ambedkar in some extent.

“The Hindu reform which Dr. Ambedkar dreamed through the Hindu Code Bill met
with a steel resistance from the Hindu orthodoxy. Dr. Ambedkar realized that, thousands
year old mental twist of the Caste Hindus would be impossible to untwist. Hence Dr.
Ambedkar resolved to renounce Hinduism.”

The Buddha and his Dhamma:

It is the greatest book of Neo-Buddhism; hence it is called the holy book of Neo-
Buddhism. He had participated various rituals, celebration festivals and conferences of
Buddhism. Yet, Dr. Ambedkar observed too much expense in celebration of festivals of
Buddhism and it is used for grandeur for religion celebration. However, he also observed
that some followers of Buddhism were used money for propagation of Buddhism. He
deeply observed rituals, celebration of Buddhism and tried to understand the philosophy
of Buddhism from various books. After detailed study and observations of Buddhism he
wrote ‘The Buddha and his Dhamma.” Dr. Ambedkar cleared that it is a compilation and
assembly plant and the material has been gathered from various books. In the introduction
of book, Dr. Ambedkar mentioned the following questions:

I.  The first problem relates to the main event in the life of the Buddha, namely,

Parivraja. Why did the Buddha take Parivraja?
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Il.  The second problem is created by the four Aryan Truths. Do they form part of the

original teachings of the Buddha ?

I1l.  The third problem relates to the doctrines of soul, of karma and rebirth.

IV.  The fourth problem relates to the Bhikkhu. What was the object of the Buddha in
creating the Bhikkhu?

(C) Revolutionist Ambedkar:

Dr. Ambedkar had observed the work of the Bahiskrit Hitakarini Sabha, various social
Conference like ‘Prathana Sabha’, ‘Bhramo Sabha,’etc. They “did their bit n the field on
the basis of humanitarianism. The galaxy of humanitarians, Mahatmas and rationalists
diagnosed the disease in their own way and prescribed for it, but in vain. The disease was
in stomach and often the medicine was applied by the reformers to the head. Few of them
provided for the education of the Depressed Classes, many fondled them, some partook
food with them, others helped them to reform their concept of living, dwelling and dress
while taught them how to bathe.” (Keer: p.57).

What was the attitude of social reforms of the Hindu about the eradication of the caste
system among the Hindus? Dr. Ambedkar was very aware of it. When the Jat-Pat-Todak
Mandal an organization of Caste Hindu Social Reformers invited to Dr. Ambedkar for
the conference as the president, Dr. Ambedkar first declined the invitation. According to
Dr. Ambedkar, “As a rule, I do not like to take any part in a movement which is carried
on by the Caste Hindus. Their attitude towards social reform is so different from mine
that | have found it difficult to pull on with them. Indeed, | find their company quite
uncongenial to me on account of our differences of opmion.” (‘Annihilation of
Caste’:1936)

However, while reactionary Hindus purified the ‘Chowdar tank’ after drank of Dr.
Ambedkar and his followers, Dr. Ambedkar understood that caste Hindus were not ready
to give the equal status to the untouchables. So he concluded that self help is the best

help.
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According to Keer, “He knew from the history that ijustice is not removed till the

sufferer himself does away with it by his own exertions and actions. As long as the

conscience of a slave does not burn with hatred for his slavery, there is no hope for his

salvation. ‘Tell the slave he is a slave and he wills revolt.” was the slogan raised by Dr.

Ambedkar He exhorted the untouchability to fight for self-elevation. Self-help, self-

elevation and self-respect was the symbol on the standard he unfurled.” (Keer, p.60)
Before discussing the question of why Dr. Ambedkar renounced Hinduism and embraced the
Buddhism? First, we look about the ideas of him about what is the religion?

< Why Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar embraced Buddhism?

s Why Dr. Ambedkar renounced Hinduism?

% What is religion?

» Why Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar embraced Buddhism?

“Why I am inclined towards Buddhism?

In the preface of ‘The Buddha and his Dhamma,” Dr. Ambedkar had discussed this question.
According to him, “The direct answer to this question is that I regard the Buddha's Dhamma
to be the best. No religion can be compared to it. If a modern man who knows science must
have a religion, the only religion he can have is the Religion of the Buddha. This conviction
has grown in me after thirty-five years of close study of all religions.”

“How I was led to study Buddhism is another story.

In this book Dr. Ambedkar deeply explained about religious life of his father. Dr. Ambedkar
wrote that “From my early age I found certain contradictions in my father's religious way of
life. He was a Kabirpanthi, though his father was Ramanandi. As such, he did not believe in
Murti Puja (Idol Worship), and yet he performed Ganapati Puja--of course for our sake, but |
did not like it. He read the books of his Panth. At the same time, he compelled me and my
elder brother to read every day before going to bed a portion of [the] Mahabharata and

Ramayana to my sisters and other persons who assembled at my father's house to hear the
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Katha. This went on for a long number of years.” (Dr. Ambedkar: ‘The Buddha and his

Dhamma:’ preface.)

In this book, Dr. Ambedkar also showed that how his community organized the
celebration of a public meeting to congratulate him (Dr. Ambedkar) for passing the English
Fourth Standard examination, which was presided by Dada Keluskar and he got the book on
the Iife of the Buddha as a gift from Dada Keluskar. Dr. Ambedkar read the book and he was
greatly impressed and moved by fit.

After reading of the life of the Buddha, Dr. Ambedkar wanted to know more about the
Buddhist literature instead of the Mahabharata and Ramayana. Dr. Ambedkar argued his
father that ‘the Mahabharata and Ramayana, which recounted the greatness of the
Brahmins and the Kshatriyas and repeated the stories of the degradation of the Shudras and
the Untouchables.|’

His father had protected of reading of these holy books, and told that the characters
of these books could help him to remove the inferiority complex. Dr. Ambedkar got some
force in his answer, but he was not completely satisfied and told that “I do not like Bhishma
and Drona, or Krishna. Bhishma and Drona were hypocrites. They said one thing and did
quite the opposite. Krishna believed in fraud. His life is nothing but a series of frauds. Equal
dislike 1 have for Rama. Examine his conduct in the Sarupnakha [=Shurpanakha] episode
[and] in the Vali Sugriva episode, and his beastly behaviour towards Sita. My father was
silent, and made no reply. He knew that there was a revolt.” (Dr. Ambedkar: ‘The Buddha
and his Dhamma:’ preface.)

However, It is said that Dr. Ambedkar want to such thing which can give the answer
of his curiosity. The book of lift of Buddha worked as the ‘Parasmani,” which is his internal
desire to get it. Dr. Ambedkar accepted that “This is how I turned to the Buddha, with the
help of the book given to me by Dada Keluskar. It was not with an empty mind that | went to
the Buddha at that early age.” (Dr. Ambedkar: ‘The Buddha and his Dhamma:’ preface.)

1) Article of the Editor of the Mahabodhi Society's Journal of Calcutta (1951):
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According to Keer, in his article entitled ‘Buddha and the future of his Religion,” of

Mahabodhi Society's Journal, Dr. Ambedkar mentioned about “the thought of Buddhism:

() The Society must have either the sanction of law or the sanction of morality to hold
it together. Without either the society is sure to go to pieces.

(i) Religion, of it is to function, must be in accord with reason which is another name
or science.

(iii) It is not enough for religion to consist of a moral code, but its moral code must
recognize the fundamental talents of liberty, equality and fraternity.

(iv)  Religion must not sanctify or ennoble poverty.” (Keer:p.421)

In one article of the Editor of the Mahabodhi Society's Journal of Calcutta (1951), Dr.
Ambedkar emphasized that “the Buddha's Religion was the only religion which a society
awakened by science could accept, and without which it would perish. | also pointed out that
for the modern world Buddhism was the only religion which it must have to save itself” In
that article, Dr. Ambedkar also noted that “Buddhism makes [a] slow advance is due to the
fact that its literature is so vast that no one can read the whole of it. That it has no such thing

as a bible, as the Christians have, is its greatest handicap”

Naming his new home as Rajgriha:
Dr. Ambedkar has internally attraction to the Buddhism and naturally he selected the

Buddhist word for name of his house. “In early 1030s, naming his new home as ‘Rajgriha’

reflects his early inclination towards Buddhism.” (www.buddhismtoday.com)

» Why Dr. Ambedkar renounced Hinduism:
Why do you remain in the Hinduism?
In the Speech of Mahad conference: 315t May 1936, Dr. Ambedkar said that “Why

do you remain in a religion which does not treat you as human beings? Why do you remain in
a religion which prohibits you from entering temples? Why do you remain in a religion which

prohibits you from securing drinking water from the public well? Why do you remain in a
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religion which comes in your way for getting a job? Why do you remain in a religion which

insults you at every step? (www.columbia.edu/itc)

Goal of the Renouncing Hinduism:
Dr Ambedkar gave the told that “The only question before this conference is, what should be

done for the betterment of our life? How to carve out the path for our future life?”” (Speech of
Mahad conference: 31% May 1936: www.columbia.edu/itc)

1) Aspects of the Renouncing Hinduism and What is religion? :
“There are two aspects of conversion: social as well as religious, material as well as

spiritual.”

2) What is religion? (Speech of Mahad conference: 31% May 1936:

www.columbia.edu/itc )

In Discussion of the Spiritual Aspect of Conversion, Dr. Ambedkar mentioned the
following definition of religion as a principal which is given by Lokmanya Tilak.
a) “That which knits the people together is religion.”
b) ‘Religion means the rules imposed for the maintenance of society.”

Dr. Ambedkar discussed this definition very deeply and he accepted the same concept
of the definition of religion. He raised the question of the nature of the rules which
maintain the society. He argued that “the question still remains as to what should be the
nature of the rules which govern society. This question is more important than that of
definition. Because the question, of which religion is necessary for a man, does not
depend on its definition but on the motive and nature of the rules that bind and govern the

society.”
c) What should be the real nature of religion?

In Speech of Mahad conference: 31st May 1936 (www.columbia.edu/itc), Dr.
Ambedkar discussed that what should be the real nature of religion? What should be the

relation between a man and the society? He answered with the concepts of the modern
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social philosophers. According to them, “They have proposed three answers to this

guestion.

(i) Some have proposed that the ultimate goal of the society is to achieve happiness for

the individual.

(if) Some say the society exists for the development of man's inherent qualities and

energies, and to help him develop his self.

(ili)However, some put up [=maintain] that the chief object of the social organization is
not the development or happiness of the individual, but to create an ideal society.”
The concept of the Hindu religion is, however, much different from all these concepts.
There is no place for an individual in Hindu society. The Hindu religion is constituted
on the class concept. The Hindu religion does not teach as to how an individual

should behave with another individual.”

3) Aim of Religion:

In Speech of Mahad conference: 31st May 1936 (www.columbia.edu/itc), Dr.
Ambedkar told that “A religion which does not recognize the individual is not
acceptable to me personally. Although society is necessary for the individual, social
welfare cannot be the ultimate goal of religion. To me, individual welfare and progress is
the real aim of religion. Although the individual is a part of the society, his relation with

the society is not like that of the body and its organs, or that of the cart and its wheels.”

“So also, I do not accept a religion in which one class alone has a right to gain
knowledge; another has only a right to use arms; the third one, to trade; and the fourth, only
to serve. (Speech of Mahad conference: 315t May 1936: www.columbia.edu/itc)

“Everyone needs knowledge. Everybody needs arms. Everyone wants money. The
religion which forgets this, and with a view to educate a few persons keeps the rest in the
dark, is not a religion but a strategy to keep the people in mental slavery.” (Speech of
Mahad conference on: 31st May 1936. (www.columbia.edu/itc).
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“A religion which permits some to bear the arms and prohibits the rest is not a

religion but a plan to keep the latter in perpetual slavery. A religion which opens the path of
acquiring property for some, and compels others to depend on these few even for the daily
necessities of life, is not a religion, but an utter selfishness.”(Speech of Mahad

conference: 315t May 1936, www.columbia.edu/itc)
4) Final Goal of concentration on True religion is ‘Appo Dipo Bhav’:

Dr. Ambedkar concluded from his lifelong experiences that self help is the best help
and without trying one’s endeavor of future vision the follower of Hinduism have no mterest
to welfare of the depressed class. They have no interest to give equal status to the Depressed
Class and they have no love and ‘karuna’ to the Depressed Class. So, only one way of self-
elevation, self sufficiency is remained. So Dr. Ambedkar said that “I also take your leave in
the words of the Buddha.”Be your own guide. Take refuge in reason. Do not listen to the
advice of others. Do not succumb to others. Be truthful. Take refuge in truth. Never surrender
to anybody! If you keep in mind this message of Lord Buddha at this juncture, 1 am sure
your decision will not be wrong” (Speech of Mahad conference: 31st May 1936,

www.columbia.edu/itc)

What is Buddhism?

As mentioned in the article ‘why Ambedkar converted to Buddhism® n
youthkiawaaz.com, “In the hymns of the Rig Veda, Ambedkar said, “we see man’s thoughts
turned outwards, away from himself, to the world of the gods.” Buddhism, he said, “directed
man’s search mwards to the potentiality hidden within himself”. Whereas the Vedas are full
of “prayer, praise and worship” of the gods, Buddhism aims at “training of the mind to

make it act righteously.” (youthkiawaaz.com).

Conclusion:
The following are the important conclusions of the research paper can be carried down.
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1) It is easily concluded that Dr. Ambedkar had decided to renounced Hinduism was not a

day dream or decision of one second, but it was taken through passing of a lots of
churning process (theoretically and practical experiences) done by the greatest learned
man of the world (Dr. Ambedkar).

2) Dr. Ambedkar had tried to cave the new path for redefining of the status and place of the
Depressed Class.

3) It is try to get freedom of the Depressed Class and also try to get new identity and
dignity.

4) The main goal of the path of Buddhism is to get dignity, equal status, self respect, and
Human rights of the Scheduled Caste.

5) In the pathway of Dr. Ambedkar, it is taken care that the new path would be
nationalizing the Depressed Classes (followers) and it would also be enriching and
strengthening to the Indian culture.

6) B.R. Ambedkar provided the new path of religion which is the free from the casteism,
‘karm’ and ‘rebirth’. Buddhism believes in equality of man. ‘Pranjna (understanding)’,
‘Karuna’ (love).

7) It is concluded that Dr. Ambedkar attracted to the Buddhism, because it consists of
Liberty, equality and fraternity of the egalitarian society and its emphasized morality and
love etc. These principles had satisfied the thirst of Dr. Ambedkar about the future of

religion.
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The Role of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in Modern India

Rashmin C. Bhatt
Lecturer Mathematics Govt. Polytechnic Chhotaudepur

Introduction
Some people are born brilliant, some have brilliantness thrust upon them and
some achieve brilliantness. To the last division, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar belongs. Dr. Ambedkar
was a great patriot, social thinker, political reformer, philosophical writer with
progressive ideas. He stood for all political, social and cultural activities which increased
the cause of human progress and happiness. He was the soul for the constitution of

India. He crusaded for the betterment of the oppressed and depressed classes. And in
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this struggle, he stood rare crusading spirit, carving out in this process plays

significant role for himself among the leading architects of modern India.

Objectives of the Study:

i. To know the impact of the pioneering work of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in the field
of human dignity, against caste discrimination in India.

ii. To highlight his role as one of the founders of Modern India.

iii. To analyze and assess his Legacy and Contribution to India.

Methodology

The present study on ‘The Role of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in Modern India’ is based on
historical method. This research is based on a good deal of primary and secondary
sources that are available. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar's writings, What Congress and Gandhi
have done to untouchables (1945), Federation versus Freedom (1939), The problem of
Rupee: Its origin and its solution (1925), Annihilation of Caste (1936), Castes in India:
Their Genesis, Mechanism and Development (1918), Who were the Shudras (1946), The
Untouchables: Who were they and why they became Untouchables (1948) and diverse
collection of secondary sources for the study were also consulted. Dr. Ambedkar as a
social reformer. Dr. Ambedkar believed in peaceful methods of social change. He was
supported to constitutional lines in the evolutionary process of social transformation. He
thought the factors like law and order which are indispensable for social life. It also
strives to sustain institutions that will make better ‘social order’. He was opposed to
the violent methods in social change forit obstacle the tranquility and creates chaos. He
had no faith in anarchy methods. A welfare state of all cannot be developed on the
grounds of terror, force and brutal methods. According to him violent methods to a

peaceful society is not only improper but also unscientific and immoral. He was a true
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Renaissance man, a person who excelled in many different areas of inquiry. Though he

was hated by orthodox Hindus and labelled as a destroyer of Hinduism, historians now
realize the crucial role Dr. Ambedkar played in recognizing Hindu society. Far from
being a traitor, he played an important role in revitalizing Hinduism, reviving it by
challenging everything that was unjust and unfair within it. In fact, he brought about a
renaissance of Hinduism by provoking the Hindus to rethink some of the basic tenets of

their religion.

He had a great faith in social reformers to create public opinion for against of
the gross inequalities in the society. He urged them to found organizations to deal
with urgent cases of discrimination. The organizations should deal the powerful
section of society to give a chance to the oppressed and depressed classes to work
in different sectors. The Hindu society should give a space to depressed sections by
employing them in their various sectors suited to the capacities of applicants.
According to Dr. Ambedkar, social change and social justice are indeed critical to the
egalitarianism that any democracy must aspire it. As a social democrat Dr.
Ambedkar stressed on a much broader notion of stable reconstruction of country
with inclusive growth and cultural integration in the Nation without caste
discrimination. As the major architect of the Indian constitution, Dr. Ambedkar
constructed the safeguards for establishing a more equitable society to millions of
oppressed and depressed classes. In this process, Dr. Ambedkar emerges not only as
a Valliant upholder of the Indian democratic republic, but also captures the uniquely
distinctive place in the Indian Pantheon as a rare intellectual mass leader who

awakened the social conscience of Modern India.
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He was strongly believed that political institutions were responsible for reforming the

existing social institutions by using legislative force to yield the results. Political institutions

will survive only when they actively work for social reformation.

Dr. Ambedkar was a freedom fighter of the truest kind, not merely dreaming of
setting India force from British rule, but of transforming India into a country where freedom
holds meaning for everyone. While Mahatma Gandhi led fellow Indians in a struggle
against discrimination in South Africa, Dr. Ambedkar led a battle, too, against prejudice
within his own country. By securing equality for his community, he was creating a more

equal world for us all.

Dr. Ambedkar as an emancipator of the Dalits

Dr. Ambedkar dedicated his life for the uplifting of Dalits. He was opposed to the
theory of caste based superiority and social discrimination. He made a path for legal rights
to enact the laws in connection with progress of dalits which could positively change their

lives.

Dr.Ambedkar always led by example. He showed his followers, through the way he
lived his own life, that education and hard work alone held the key to their liberation.
The untouchables had been a demoralized, helpless group of people, but Ambedkar
taught them to stop waiting for help to come from the outside and to rely upon
themselves instead. The idea was a revolutionary one for a people who had always been

told that their lot in life was preordained and that they had no control over it.

Dr. Ambedkar said, “You can change your lot, but do not flock to temples hoping for
justice to come to you in heaven. There is justice to be found on earth if you can fight for

it. This idea gave them a new courage and a sense of self respect that they had never
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known before. The Ambedkar statue was an icon for depressed and oppressed classes civil

rights. His posture, constitution in his hand and showing a new path for millions of down

trodden people to modern society were symbols in the new era®

.To conclude, Dr.
Ambedkar has always resembles in lives of 160 million strong Dalit communities
throughout the country. Dr. Ambedkar views were consistently been inspiring the
oppressed, depressed and the downtrodden classes to challenge the dominant strands of
political articulations in the country. According to Raja Sekhar Vundru who calls Dr.
Ambedkar as the other father said: “Dr. Ambedkar gave millions of untouchables an
identity of their own ... (He) is now regarded as a great Indian, a person relevant for all
times to come. This is not because his followers are unwavering in their devotion, or that
they happen to be numerically higher than supporters of any other person (dead or living) in
India, and certainly not because he probably has been represented in the highest number of
statues erected for any man in history. It is because his following has transcended

generations. His relevance political, social, ideological, religious, economic will persist as

long as the clamour and struggle for justice and equal rights exists”.

Dr. Ambedkar as a Scholar

He starved through university life, saving every penny for his family back home and to
buy books. It was no easy at any point to fight his way forward without a family fortune
behind him and yet he did. He turned his hardships into an opportunity to become
stronger and to fight harder. He was unafraid of opposition, of thinking differently from

the crowd and of speaking his mind.

Dr. Ambedkar, in his brief life time, managed to acquire several University degrees at the
finest schools in the world, to edit newspapers, to write books, to become the
principal of a law college, to lead mass movements, to address public conferences and

to work on committees involved with the making of the Indian nation. It was as though
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he sensed very early on that he had a lot to achieve and that time would always be

running out for him. He was an intellectual giant and perhaps if the plight of the

untouchables had not pushed him into politics, he could have been a scholar.

Books were not only his weakness. He had a penchant for fountain pens of all kinds. He
enjoyed well-tailored clothes and loved dogs. As on adult, he took up both painting and
playing the violin because to believed that every man should love music and art. His
hobbies, be it reading or music, spoke of his softer side. But in his political career, not
many people saw this side of Ambedkar. He was often described as British bulldog and
Sarojini Naidu once called him Mussolini. There is perhaps no one who had escaped his
sharp tongue and unforgiving sarcasm, especially if those rebukes were deserved. He was

truthful to the point of being harsh.

Dr. Ambedkar as a Nation builder

He was out spoken about his ideas of nation building. He possessed great foresight and
his warnings about the future of India ring so true today. In a speech before the
constituent assembly he cautioned his fellow legislators against the use of non-
constitutional methods of protest, such as civil disobedience and Satyagraha, because
they were essentially an anarchic in nature. He rallied against the Indian tendency to
engage in hero worship. He was afraid that the people of India would lay their liberation
at the feet of someone they worshipped or entrust them with extraordinary limitless
powers. He also underlined the importance of creating not just a political democracy,
but also a social and economic one. His PhD thesis was inspired to set up for the Finance
Commission of India and his works helped a lot in framing guidelines for the RBI Act
1934.He was one of the founders of Employment Exchanges in our country. He played a
vital role in establishment of the National Power Grid System, Central Water Irrigation,

Navigation Commission, Damodar valley project, Hirakud project and Sone river project.
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Dr.Ambedkar as a major contributor to Indian constitution

Dr. Ambedkar had imprinted his mark of talent and vision in drafting Indian
Constitution. His statesman qualities can easily visible each and every article of Indian
Constitution. Ambedkar preferred the parliamentary system In England than the
Presidential System in America. Dr. Ambedkar described the role of President as “He is
the head of the state but not the executive. He represents to nation but does not rule
the nation. He is the symbol of the nation. His place in the administration is that of a
ceremonial device on a seal by which the nation’s decisions are made known ... The
president of the Indian union will be generally bound by the advice of the Ministers. He

can do nothing contrary to their advice nor can he do anything without their advice”.

He strongly supported for federal system. He said “The Draft constitution is,
Federal Constitution is a much as it establishes what may be called Dual polity. This Dual
polity under the proposed constitution will consist of the union at the centre and the
states at the periphery each endowed with Sovereign powers to be exercised in the field
assigned to them respectively by the constitution....... The draft constitution can be both
unitary as well as federal according to the requirements of time and circumstances. In
normal times, it is framed to work as a federal system. But in times of war it is so designed

as to make it work as though it was a unitary system”.

Dr. Ambedkar supported the minorities’ rights that “It is wrong for the majority do deny the
existence of minorities. It is equally wrong for the minorities to perpetuate themselves. A
solution must be found which will serve a double purpose. It must recognize the existence
of the minorities to start with. It must also be such that it will enable majorities and
minorities to merge somebody into one. The solution proposed by the constituent
assembly is to be welcomed because it is a solution which serves this twofold purpose”.Dr.

Ambedkar clarified about the criticisms of The Directive Principles of state of policy as
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“whoever captures power will not be free to do what he likes with it. In the exercise of it,

he will have to respect these instruments of instructions which are called Directive
Principles. He cannot ignore them. He may not have to answer for their breach in a court
of Law. But he will certainly have to answer for them before the electorate at election
time”.

Dr. Ambedkar stated about Article 32 that “It | was asked to name any particular
article in this as the most important an article without which the constitution would be
a nullity | would not refer to any other article except this one. It is the very soul of the

constitution and heart of it”.

Dr. Ambedkar said about independent Election Commission that “the greatest safeguard
for purity of elections, for fairness in elections, was to take away the matter from the

hands of the executive authority and to hand it over to some independent authority”.

He remarked about the constitution as “It is workable, it is flexible and it is strong
enough to hold the country together both in peace time and in war time. Indeed, if | may
so, if things go wrong under the new constitution, the reason will not be that we had a

bad constitution what we will have to say is that man is vile”8,

Conclusion

Dr. Ambedkar's was a short life and yet a most remarkable one. He rose up from dust,
from being treated worse than an animal to becoming the father of the Indian
Constitution. Dr. Ambedkar was truly a multi-faceted personality. A veritable
emancipator of Dalits, a great National leader and patriot, a great author, a great
educationalist, a great political philosopher, a great religious guide and above all a great
humanist without any parallel among his contemporary. All these facets of Ambedkar's

personality had strong humanist underpinnings. It is only regrettable that the press in
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the past as well as the contemporary has projected Ambedkar mainly as a great social

rebel and a bitter critic of the Hindu religion. Critics of Dr. Ambedkar have ignored his
basic humanistic instincts and strong humanitarian convictions behind his every act or
speech throughout his life. Thus we conclude Dr. Ambedkar was one of the foremost

makers of Modern India.
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