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Dr. Ambedkarji’s Vision of Higher Education

Dharmishtha V. Oza

\Smt. A.P. Patel Arts and Late Shree N.P. Patel
- Commerce College, Naroda, Ahmedabad

Introduction:

The Education sector in India has long been the preserve of the privileged. Not just in
modern times, but even from ancient times, the system of privileging certain sections of
society by birth to systematic training in language, thought, literature, mathematics,
philosophy, astronomy etc has been in the brahminical mode. This has emphasised hierarchy
and privilege in every part of life. Thus, we had a miniscule set of people, mostly upper
caste males, who had access to education and a vast number of working class, female, poor
sections of society who did not have this privilege by virtue of birth. The knowledge of
these vast sections was recorded and passed down the generations in the oral tradition and in
day-to-day lived experiences, in what the eminent historian Romila Thapar calls the ‘bardic’
tradition. It was treated as a kind of substratum source of history, and the Sramanic tradition,
which was the heterodox tradition and gradually became sidelined in the knowledge
discourse, as opposed to the Puranic tradition which became the mainstream tradition and
gained wide currency.

Dr. Ambedakar’s Vision of Higher Education:

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar returned to India in 1917 after spending three years at
Columbia University in United States of America and one year in London School of
Economics. He has earned a degree of Master of Arts in June 1915 and a Ph. D degree in
Junel916. He came to London in October 1916, and enrolled for the degrees of M. Sc.
(Economics) and D.Sc. (Economics) in London School of Economics and Political
Science. He also joined Gray's Inn for Law for the degree of Bar- at - Law. He returned to
India back in August 1917, as the duration of his scholarship granted to him by the
Maharaja of Baroda was over. He was appointed as the Military Secretary to the Maharaja
Sayajirao Gaikwad. The Maharaja's intention was to appoint Ambedkar his finance
Secretary after some experience. But soon Ambedkar had to leave Baroda in sheer disgust at
the harassment and treatment he received as an untouchable. In 1918 he became a professor
at Sydenham College, Bombay. He resigned in 1920, and went again to London to
complete his studies.
He returned to India permanently in April 1923. Highly educated and articulate, from the
very moment of his return in 1917 he was looked to as a leader of the community. In 1919,
during a brief period in India between segments of his overseas education, he testified to the
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Southborough Committee, which was gathering information to determine the franchise for
the Montagu-Chemsford reforms. He also appeared at two major conferences of
untouchables during 1920, and launched a Marathi fortnightly MOOKNAYAK (Voice of
the Mute or Dumb) in January 1920. Dr. Ambedkar's testimony reveals the difference
between the Ambedkar and the other Mahar leaders as well as the leaders of Untouchables
in other parts of India. In this testimony before the Southborough Committee, he spoke for
no group, only as the college graduate among the Untouchables of Bombay
province. Eleanor Zelliot in her essay on the Leadership of Baba Saheb Ambedkar says,
"His testimony was lengthy, sophisticated, passionate, but never beyond the bound of a
lawyer's plea. He fit his proposal into a total plan for the election procedures in the province
for all the groups, asking only that "the hardships and disabilities entailed by the social
system should not be reproduced and perpetuated in political institutions.' He claimed that
the Depressed Classes were entitled to representation because there was no "like-mind ness"
and no “endosmosis" between Untouchables and Touchables and hence Touchables could
not represent Untouchables. The Depressed Classes were "slaves" "dehumanised”, and so
"socialised as never to complain™ and they must have communal representation "in such
numbers as will enable them to claim redress”, and under franchise "so low as to educate
into political life as many as Untouchables as possible”. Terminology used by Dr.
Ambedkar in this  testimony, indicate ~ formation of his  vision.

Vision in the leadership may spring from its original thinking or may be
derived from an outside source. Vision, however, is generally expressed as the inner voice,
the insight or the intuition in a leader, which helps him in visualising. Kouzes and Posner
have defined intuition as the bringing together of knowledge and experience to produce new
insights. Vision may not necessarily be a pure conception of the leader, but the leader is the
one who chooses the image and articulates it into a vision and focuses attention of the
people on it. Where from Dr. Ambedkar's vision sprang? What were the sources of his
vision?

Policy and Visions: Gaps and Fissures:

According to the National Policy on Higher Education (1986), which translated
the vision of the Radhakrishnan Commission and the Kothari Commission into a policy,
there are five main goals for higher education:-

1. Access, requiring enhancement of the institutional capacity of higher education

institutions to provide opportunities to all who deserve and desire higher education.

2. Equity, involving fair access of the poor and the socially disadvantaged groups to
Higher education.
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3. Quality, meaning the provision of education of an accepted standard; ensuring
students receive the available knowledge of the highest standards which will enable
the enhancement of their human resources/ capabilities.

4. Relevance, viz., an education which will develop human resources in tune with
changing economic, social and cultural development of the country; and

5. Value-based Education, inculcating basic moral values among the youth.

6. How have these lofty ideals been implemented? This is what two eminent Indian

academics, one a British citizen from a privileged section and another from a
traditionally marginalised group, have to say on this:

Sir Meghnad Desai (economist and recipient of the Padmashree) says:

“Hindu society is a caste society and caste denies the simple idea of
status equality. In class societies, there is inequality of income and wealth but once feudalism
disappeared, there was no status inequality. In the US, race was central to the denial of status
inequality, but that was fixed by the struggle for civil rights. India has adopted the political
equality of ‘one adult one vote’. But in social terms, caste inequalities add to class
inequalities. The Indian state has been mainly manned by upper caste elites and they do not
consider the lower orders deserving of education and health.”

Prof. Sukhdev Thorat, eminent economist and Chairman, Indian Council of Social Sciences
Research, says :

“Nation-building would require reform in education; unlearning of undemocratic values is as
important as the learning of democratic ones. Unfortunately, our education system, with its
present curricula and pedagogy, has less to offer by way of civic learning and democratic
engagement that shapes good citizens out of men and women. ... The education policy talks
of national integration, equality and the development of a common culture. But these have
remained on the periphery of learning in school and higher education... Civic learning and
democratic engagement have not become the core component of our teaching.”

Hence the stated Key results aimed for by the National Higher Education
Mission India document “Access, Equity and Excellence” will need more than just policies
and funding to the institutions of Higher education in India. What is required is a paradigm
shift in the approach to the idea of Education in India. Such a shift will only come about with
a shift in the nature and quality of the leadership of the policy makers and implementers in
the system. “ Redressing multiple and graded inequalities in higher education is not just
about increasing the GER among disadvantaged groups, it is also about enhancing their
presence in the centres of excellence, taking care of their post-admission needs and
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redesigning curricula to take into account their specific requirements”, states the National

Higher education report.”

The Action Plan of 1992 included schemes and programs that were directed
towards the expansion of intake capacity in general, and with respect to the disadvantaged
groups such as the poor, SCs, STs, minorities, girls, physically challenged persons, and those
in the educationally backward regions, in particular. The Action Plan further states: that “
improving enrolments in general will not ameliorate inequities and special efforts will be
required to deal with problems of geographically backward areas, women and backward
classes; furthermore, specific initiatives will have to be taken for each category.”A recent
study, conducted by a government-appointed task force, found that SCs constituted just
10.2% including those in distance education, while the percentage of STs was merely 4.4%.
The percentage for the Other Backward Classes (OBC) was 27%, in line with their
proportion to the population. The survey results are based on the details provided by 448
universities, 8123 colleges and 4076 stand-alone institutions up to July 31, 2012. These
proofs of inadequate access — or under-representation of those who merit opportunity — show
how limited in effect has been the implementation of the reservation policy in institutions of
higher education. In November 2008, the UGC brought out a 300-page document entitled
“Higher Education in India — Issues related to Expansion, Inclusiveness, Quality and
Finance”. The report talks about the 11th plan strategies for Inclusive Education, including
the following objectives:-

1) Support for Universities and colleges located in 373 districts having lower GER, in
line with the Prime Minister’s initiative to open new colleges in these districts with
matching contributions from the States.

2) Special support to Universities and colleges located in rural, hilly, remote, tribal, and
border areas. Special focus on 90 districts with a higher Muslim population identified
for Central Support.

3) Enhanced support to Universities and colleges with more students from SC/ST/OBCs,
and the Muslim population.

4) Schemes to improve language and competency through remedial coaching classes;
augmented fellowships and opening hostels, particularly for women to increase their
access to higher education.

5) Setting up new Polytechnics in un-served districts, community Polytechnics and
community colleges, and other similar programmes of the UGC to include the
excluded social groups.

In regard to Excellence, the UGC document evaluates the institutions on the basis
of libraries, qualifications of teachers, and infrastructural issues and proposes funding to
bridge the gaps. What is missing in the entire equation is vision. Where are the visionary
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leaders with the capacity to attract and retain talented teachers and students? In the resource-
poor India of the past, there were scholars and technology leaders like S.N. Bose (Physicist
and plant scientist), Ramanujam (Mathematician), Vishveshwaraiah (engineer), C. V. Raman
(Physicist) and Meghnad Saha (Physicist). Several of these persons were from poor
backgrounds, but went on to make a mark in their field at a time when government spending
on technical research or on higher education was very low, in comparison with today. But
today, despite the higher allocation of funds, increased numbers of institutions and
availability of doctorate teachers, the level of research scholarship and publication is at an
all-time low in India, especially when compared with the work of similar nations (in terms of
socio-economic development and industrializing efforts) such as China and Brazil.Could this
be explained by the inequitable and exclusive nature of the higher education scene in India,
despite the stated policy of inclusiveness? Young scholars —even those in the science stream -
from SC backgrounds are regularly humiliated and kept idle without a guide or any
assignment by casteist professors. In a report on the phenomenon of suicides of students in
institutions of higher learning in India, Insight, a group of Dalit youth working for Dalit and
Adivasi students in higher education, state “The large number of Dalit and Adivasi students
committing suicide clearly indicates the wide-spread prevalence of caste discrimination in
the Indian education system, which perceives them as ‘non-meritorious’, not fit to belong
there”.

“Today, the most vital link in maintaining the status quo is education — increasingly
privatised and commercial — that keeps young people trapped in the power relations by
covering up every trace of contradiction in society. By concealing the reality of privilege and
exclusion, the structure of school and university carry a hidden curriculum in pedagogical
practices, feeding the myths that reinforce the established order.... As procurement of
education remains a race against others, it encourages a sense of entitlement in the
elites.....The pundits remain in eloquent denial of caste and the roots of discrimination.
Genuine equality of opportunity requires equality of conditions which can only be ensured
through social transformation and a shift in mindset....Elite-led knowledge construction, be it
theology, philosophy, history or social-political theorization.normalizes or keeps hidden the
designs of domination.”

The higher education system has shown a lack of appreciation of the value of
original and fresh thought in research and higher education — plagued as it is with a lack of
vision, energy, and originality. Yet there are very many young, first-generation learners
entering the stream for the first time, who — if they are given their Constitutional rights — can
bring a diversity of backgrounds and experience hitherto unavailable, and thereby develop
both themselves and their nation.
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Conclusion:

Higher education in India is still in the early stages of recognising the reasons
for the social disparities in terms of gender, caste, class, region, language, etc. These are still
being replicated within the higher education sector. It will not be enough to rely on existing
policies. More than the conventional means of framing policies are required to create real
inclusion. Inclusion must be perfectly central to the improvement of standards and access;
and the devising of schemes for funding activities to achieve these objectives. This current
initiative could go the same way as legislative responses to extreme violence against women.
Even if there are strong laws, there must be a strong will — a national will - to implement
them. There is the stark fact that budgetary pledges for a 1000 — crore Nirbhaya fund to
promote initiatives to ensure the safety of women in India have lain unused for a year, with
no evidence of action in reality. The vision of the excluded subalterns needs to be recognized.
It needs to be central not only in documents but in social life. Well-qualified educationalists
and policy makers with energy and the political will from the subaltern and excluded groups,
including women, must be given opportunity to apply national commitments to national
change. Then there may be equity and equality in Higher education in India. Clearly, one
Prof. Thorat is insufficient to bring about the paradigm shift that is required. Will the policy
makers and the political class have the courage to do what it takes?
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DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR’S PHILOSOPHY ON EDUCATION

Dr. JAGDISHBHAI R. MAHIDA

Associate Professor

S.U.G. College of Education

L Vasna, Ahmedabad

INTRODUCTION:

Dr. B.R Ambedkar was among the most outstanding intellectuals of India in the 20th century
in the world. Ambedkar is one of the greatest personalities of 20th century India. Dr.
Ambedkar was a distinguished scholar, social reformer, political thinker, parliamentarian and
a constitutionalist of high order.

Ambedkar negated the external intervention in space of education (globalization and
education), and directed towards a socialist model of education according to Buddhist
ideology. This also examines the relevance of his philosophy of education with the
movements of liberation of depressed classes, which are in turn based on education. The
educated can assert their rights and be motivated for development. This paper will study
Ambedkar's an Eminent Educationist in regards to other Indian educational philosophers
where Ambedkar has disappeared from such discourse. His vision and ideas on education
necessitate a study of Ambedkar while seeking to amplify the ignored voices through
education.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL:

Ambedkar, who developed an almost doctrinal belief in the efficacious and transformatory
character of education, held that education must be available to all, irrespective of caste or
status. “Education is something which ought to be brought within the reach of everyone.” He
examined the education policy of the British in India and found that Education in India had
always remained restricted to the members of the upper stratum of society. Ambedkar’s
important contribution to the education sector was his belief that ‘Education is something,
which ought to be brought within the reach of every one’. He urged this plea because he felt
that, “we are arriving at a stage when the lower orders of society are just getting into the high
schools, middle schools and colleges, and the policy of this department therefore ought to be
to make higher education as cheap to the lower classes as it can possibly be made.”

Ambedkar was against the great disparity in the advancement in education of the different
classes in India. He quoted statics from the report of Education and Hunter Commission to
point out that depressed classes are the worst sufferers in education sector in proportion to
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their population. Stressed that depressed classes should be treated as minority and similar
benefits should also be extended to them as Muslims were earlier given in education sector.

He also suggested other pragmatic ways to promote literacy among the depressed classes
during the Legislative debate, “The second thing that I wish to say about the depressed
classes is that I find a as a certain sum has been set aside in the budget for scholarships for
the backward communities.”

During the discussion, Ambedkar also developed logical argument in favour of equality of
opportunity to be provided to all the vulnerable communities in the society which can be
further developed in the context of different controversies raised on the issue of reservations
after independence. “I must here emphasize that this country is composed of different
communities. All these communities are unequal in their status and progress. If they are to be
brought to the level of equality then the only remedy is to adopt the principle of inequality
and to give favored treatment to those who are below the level. There are some | know who
object to this and adhere to the principle of equality of treatment. But | say Government has
done well in applying this principle to the Mohammedans. For | honestly believe that
equality of treatment to people who are unequal is simply another name for indifferentism
and neglect. My only complaint is that Government has not yet thought fit to apply this
principle to the backward classes.”

PRIMARY EDUCATION FOR ALL

“The object of primary education is to see that every child that enters the portals of a primary
school does leave it only at a stage when it becomes literate and continues to be literate
throughout the rest of his life.”

-B.R. Ambedkar
PRIMARY EDUCATION:

Visualizing the importance of education in the modernization of the country, Dr. Ambedkar
stressed on rapid growth of education for the masses. Speaking on the Education Bill in the
Bombay Legislative Council in March 1927, he drew the attention of the House towards the
slow progress made in the sphere of education. He said that the report issued by the then
Government of India on the progress of education made a very sad reading. It predicted that
if the progress of education went on at the rate at. Which it was going, it would take 40 years
for boys and 300 years for girls of school-going age to be brought under education. - Dr.
Ambedkar considered education to be essential for all men and women irrespective of their
social and economic status. All men and women must get at least the minimum education so
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that they may know how to read and write. The primary education caters to the minimum
essential need of educating the masses.

HIGHER EDUCATION:

Dr. Ambedkar was opposed to the separation of the postgraduate faculties from the
undergraduate faculties in Universities. He wanted that the undergraduate faculty and the
postgraduate faculty should work in an integrated fashion. In fact, higher education
comprises both teaching and research. While the teaching work predominates at the
undergraduate level, research predominates at the advanced stage. If both the faculties run
together in a University, the students at the undergraduate level may get the opportunity to
attend the lectures of the senior and distinguished professors. The senior teachers may also
get the opportunity to select the best students and train them properly from the very
beginning.

In the realm of higher education, Dr. Ambedkar was in favour of giving teachers necessary
freedom to frame their own syllabi and assess the performance of their students. He was
opposed to prescribing and following a rigidly structured syllabus. In his view, the University
may give broad outlines of the courses to be taught and the teacher should be given freedom
to teach what he thinks necessary in the light of those guidelines. According to him, the
teachers of the University ought, under proper safeguards, to have complete control over the
education and examination of the students. He gave emphasis on promoting education and
research in Universities rather than converting them into examination-conducting and degree
distributing bodies. Dr. Ambedkar said that the aim and function of the University education
should be to ensure that the teaching done there is suited to adults; that it is scientific,
detached and impartial in character; that it aims not so much at filling the mind of the student
with facts or theories as at calling forth his own individuality and stimulating him to mental
effort; that it enables him to critically study the leading authorities with perhaps occasional
reference to first-hand sources of information; and that it implants in his mind a standard of
thoroughness and inculcates in him a sense of value for reaching at the truth.

CONCLUSION

.Ambedkar had a deep relation with education and his writings show expertise and in-depth
analysis of the subject. The great leader has been restricted to the narrow position of being
just a Dalit emancipator. His contributions towards education and his vision towards it
should be traced and nurtured. Ambedkar realized education to be a priority for the society
and for growth of individuals with character. . Ambedkar also saw education as something
that can create radical changes in an oppressed society and create avenues for change which
are equal for all. Ambedkar thoughts resonate with the current academic discourse and
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hence make him relevant, to bring in a perspective which has been missing. The perspective
which is generated through struggled learning. That learning needs to be recognized and
captured in textbooks, cutting across boundaries. The policy of the Government of
universalization of elementary education focusing particularly on marginalized groups,
poorer sections and the girl child, enhancing Enrollment in secondary education as well as
its commitment to expand education facilities will empower and equip youth to face the
future with hope and confidence. There are several challenges to cherish Ambedkar’ vision
of universal education. There is need to frame such policies starting from the primary stage
to the higher stage that help to realize the vision of Ambedkar.
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A Study of Ambedker’s thoughts and efforts on Journalism
as a tool for social movement.
Dr. Divyesh M. Patel
Assistant Professor,
Vaidya Shri M.M. Patel College of Education,
Ahmedabad,
yourdivyesh@rediffmail.com

X2 Preface:

Newspapers in India were started by the British. They were mainly meant for the British.
During 19th century and later a powerful Indian press grew. They grew in English and
vernacular languages. Most of the reformers had either them started or were connected with
newspapers and journals. As political consciousness grows as a beginning of political
activities by Indians, there was a large increase in the number of Indian newspapers. Some of
the English newspapers owned by the British were supporters of the British rule while
remaining voiced aspirations of the Indian people and gave expression to their social,
economic and political demands. They made people aware of the events in the different parts
of the country and world. During the freedom struggle, they became powerful instruments for
mobilizing the people. Journalism was not only used as a tool for freedom movement but also
used as a tool for social reforms and movements. Dr. Ambedker had recognized the value of
press as a tool for social movement and mass education. He had also made efforts to use it
for the cause.

X Dr. Ambedker’s Journalism Efforts:

Journalism is basically a value - based profession. It is also a social activity. Journalism is a
part of social activity, which is concerned with the dissemination of news and views about
the society. According to Mamkerar (1973), “The social responsibility of the press consists in
serving as a vital communication link between the Government and the community and vice-
versa and between one section of the community and another protecting and promoting the
interests of society and to that end, functioning as the watch-dog of public interest and in that
role, constantly reviewing and criticizing the Government’s action and policies in order to
ensure that it doesn’t stray from the straight and narrow path of public good - in other wards,
to play the role of responsible opposition nonetheless opposition”.

He was subjected to undergo many humiliations, problems to have sustenance of his journals.
To solve financial crisis, he adopted mass funding mechanism. He changed names of his
journals, as situation demanded He started the newspapers called by name Mooknayak,
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(leader of dumb), Bahishkrit Bharat (Excluded India), Samata (Equality), Janata (The
People), Prabuddha Bharat (Enlightened India) respectively.
Shetty (1987) notes that The Times of India, Bombay, observed “Without political and
economic power the Harijans will find it hard to attain social equality and Dr. Ambedkar has
done well in realizing this fact.”
His struggle can be seen in his writing that, "It is depressing that we don't have enough
resources with us. We don't have money; don't have newspapers; Throughout India, each day
our people are suffering under authoritarianism with no consideration, and discrimination;
those are not covered in the newspapers. By a planned conspiracy the newspapers are
involved full-fledged in silencing our views on socio-political problems”
Babasaheb Ambedkar throughout his life struggled against all kinds of injustices. For this
purpose he used many ways and means. One of them was press. He successfully used it to
educate, inform the people about their sufferings. He advocated the democratic values and
not caste culture. He criticized those journals who upheld the supremacy of caste and varna
culture. He visualized the dawn of new social order of liberty, equality and fraternity.

o> Dr. Ambedker’s thoughts on Journalism as a tool for social movement:

A veteran American journalist has laid down six social responsibilities of the press.

1. Safeguarding personal liberties

2. Enlightening the public

3. Making a profit

4. Providing entertainment

5. Serving the economic system

6. The press can contribute to a dynamic and expounding economy by bringing together

the buyers and sellers of goods and services.

Dr. Ambedkar wa sbeliever the democratic values and not caste culture. He criticized those
journals that supported the domination of caste and varna culture. He visualized the rise of
new social order of liberty, equality and fraternity. His thoughts on journalism are:

1. A leader without the press is a bird without wings.

2. A press can play role of path shower in the movement.

3. Control of minds by some powerful individuals, press and other means of
communication is bad as such control retards movements.

4. Mind control by mass media and drug is the awesome reality in Indian society.

5. Criticized commercialization of Indian Press.

6. Journalism should not be allowed to become the handmade of the corrupt and
dominant sections of Indian society.

7. Journalism can play herculean role to liberate the oppressed Indians from social an
economic disadvantages.

8. The oppressed people were under-represented in the newspapers
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9. source for discrimination in the media was due to the upper caste domination.
10.  The oppressed people, who were excluded, segregated, oppressed from the society
experienced the same from the media. The very same newspapers which represented Dandi
yatra of Gandhi as a satyagraha refused to accept Ambedkar's Mahad struggle as a
satyagraha.
11.  Never give professional ethics. Ambedkar was not able to sustain the journals
because of shortage of funds. He was not prepared to compromise on professional ethics.

He believed that no thought can become strong without publicity as no tree can be grown
without water. He used journalism to propagate his movement for social reform. According
to Keer D. (1981), a close associate of Ambedkar, about the role played by Ambedkar as the
editor of Bahiskrit Bharat: “Ambedkar now began to explain his views, define his aims and
reply to the critics of his movement through the new journal. He said that the temples and
water sources should be open to the untouchables because the untouchables were Hindus. He
wrote editorial after editorial in his short, crisp and fearless style, asking the government to
bring into force the ‘Bole Resolution’ and not to trust the good sense of the local bodies for
its implementation as they were dominated by reactionaries who were narrow-minded, old-
fashioned, orthodox and antagonistic to the interests of the depressed classes. He also
appealed to the government through his newspaper to punish the wrongdoers and trespassers
who opposed the implementation of the above cited resolution.”

<> Conclusion

Dr. Ambedker’s journalism was prominent advocate of social justice, professional ethics and
public interests. Ambedker has special place in the history of Indian journalism. His thoughts
are highly relevant in the present times in order to make journalism as an important player in
the public life and shape the destiny of India on the basis of humanitarian considerations.
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Introduction

Ambedkar was not only the father of Indian Constitution; he was a great freedom fighter,
political leader, philosopher, thinker, writer, economist, editor, in India. He was also the
Chairman of the Drafting Committee of Indian Constitution. Ambedkar was subsequently
awarded the Bharat Ratan, India's highest civilian award, in 1990. In 2012, he was chosen
greatest Indian in a nationwide poll held by History TV and CNN-IBN. The first Prime
Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru said; “Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was a symbol of revolt against
all oppressive features of the Hindu society”. Dr. Ambedkar argued for extensive economic
and social rights for women. He stated that women should be given all round development
importantly social education, their well-being and socio-cultural right. Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar always believed in the movements led by women. He also added that if the
women from all walks of life are taken into confidence, they may play a significant role in
the social reforms. They have played very massive and active role to eradicate the social
abuses. He insisted that every married woman must participate in her husband's activities as a
friend. But she must show the courage to deny the life of slaves. She should insist on the
principle of equality. If all the women follow it, they will get the real respect and their own
identity. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar wore down himself for the upliftment of downtrodden
anduntouchables. He taught against untouchability and to get the backwards their rights to
live with respect and honour. He worked for liberty, fraternity and equality of all, especially
taking the backward classes in the main stream of society and nation. He was completely
aware of the natural and inner strength of women. In difficult situations they are not only
defensive but also offensive. Therefore, Babasaheb insisted on the education of girls and
women. He strongly believed that if a boy gets education, he is the only person to get
educated in a family. Perhaps, if a girl child is educated in a family, the whole family is
benefitted. In all, he continuously persisted on the education of girls and women for the all-
round development and progress of all the suppressed classes. The backward classes were
living the life of animals. They were totally neglected in society. Women were struggling
hard more than men of the backward classes. Babasaheb found the only weapon to fight
against all sorts of abuses in society which was educating women along with men.
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar the Champion of Women’s Rights

He emphasized that each and every section of Indian women be given their due share and it
IS a must to maintain and protect dignity and modesty of women. Women have the great duty
of inspiring men to keep themselves away from all sorts of addictions. He believed that every
successful person has a woman behind him. In an Indian history and culture there are many
examples of women who served society and led it in sun and rain with equal patience and
courage. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar strongly believes in the movements run by women. If
they are truly taken into confidence, they may change the present picture of society which is
very miserable. In past, they have played a significant role in improving the condition of
weaker section and classes. He really always honoured women for their work and hardships.
His western education and deep understanding of the western philosophies helped him to
evolve as a visionary who had developed clear ideas for the freedom of the Dalits and women
in India. He could translate many of his ideas and visions into specific policies and
institutions during his stint as the architect of Indian constitution and as the law minister of
India.

Dr. Ambedkar provides a powerful source of inspiration to formulate a feminist political
agenda which simultaneously addresses the issues of class, caste and gender in the
contemporary socio- political set up, which still keeps conservative and reactionary values in
many respects, particularly on gender relation. From time immemorial, the women in this
land of ours were treated as a sort of thing. Her placing in the society was not at par with
other human being. She has no rights. She cannot move nor do anything at her will. In Hindu
Shastras, she has been branded just like animals. In 'Manusmrati' the ancient Hindu Code-
book, the status granted to women is quite visible and she was put to the lowest rung of
humanity as she was treated at par with the animals and slave by the proprietors of Hindu
Dharma. Such was the placement earmarked to our mothers, sisters and even great grand
mothers that the heads of humanity bend upon down with shame.

Ambedkar’s lIdea of Equality

He incorporated the values of liberty, equality and fraternity in the Indian Constitution.
Based on the belief that any scheme of franchise and constituency that fails to bring about
representation of opinions as well representation of persons falls short of creating a popular
government, he submitted the Constitution with a warning. He said in his speech delivered in
the Constituent Assembly on 25th November 1949, “Political democracy cannot last unless
there lies at the base of it social democracy.” By social he means a way of life, which
recognizes liberty, equality and fraternity as principal of life. He further said: “On 26th
January 1950, we are going to enter into a life of contradictions. In politics we will have
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equality and social and economic life we will have inequality. In politics we will be
recognizing the principal of one man one vote and one vote one value. In our social and
economic life, we shall, by reason of our social and economic structure, continue to deny the
principal of one man one value. We must remove this contradiction at the earliest possible
moment or else those who suffer from inequality will blow up the structure of political
democracy which this Assembly has so laboriously built up.”

That is why Dr. Ambedkar was of the firm opinion that until or unless, by applying
dynamite, the Hindu Dharma-shastras are not blown up, nothing is going to happen. In the
name sanskaras, the Hindu women are tied up with the bondage of superstitions, which they
carry till their death. They are also responsible for inculcating these wrong notions learnt by
them through baseless traditions and preaching of the Shastras in the budding minds of their
offspring. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar has tried to break down the barriers in the way of advancement
of women in India. He laid down the foundation of concrete and sincere efforts by codifying
the common Civil Code for the Hindus and the principle is capable of extension to other
sections of the Indian society. Prior to these efforts of Dr. Ambedkar, the destiny of the
Indian women depended upon the wrong notions and perceptions chalked out by the
proprietors of orthodoxy.The operation of caste both at the systemic level and at the
functioning of patriarchy, the growing caste/class divide in feminist political discourses
makes Ambedkar’s views on women’s oppression, social democracy, caste and Hindu social
order and philosophy, significant to modern Indian feminist thinking. Ambedkar saw women
as the victims of the oppressive, caste-based and rigid hierarchical social system. He believed
that socio-cultural forces artificially construct gender relations, especially by Manusmriti and
Hindu religion. In the Women and Counter Revolution and The Riddle of Women Ambedkar
portrays the way in which Manu treated women.

According to Ambedkar, the society must be based on reason, and not on atrocious traditions
of caste system. Since Ambedkar was well convinced about the status of women, as the
Chairman of the Drafting Committee, he tried an adequate inclusion of women’s rights in the
political vocabulary and constitution of India. Therefore, by considering women’s equality
both in formal and substantial senses he included special provisions for women while all
other general provisions are applicable to them, as to men. Hence, there are Articles like
15(3), 51(A)(c),16 and so on. His key work in the preparation of Indian Constitution made it
to be known as a New Charter of Human Rights. He said in his speech delivered in the
Constituent Assembly on 25" November 1949, “Political democracy cannot last unless there
lies at the base of it social democracy.” By social democracy he means a way of life, which
recognizes liberty, equality and fraternity as principles of life.

He further said: “On 26™January 1950, we are going to enter into a life of contradictions. In
politics we will have equality and in social and economic life we will have inequality. In
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politics we will be recognizing the principle of one man one vote and one vote one value. In
our social and economic life, we shall, by reason of our social and economic structure,
continue to deny the principle of one man one value.

Constitutional Provisions

The Constitution of India contains various provisions, which provide for equal rights and
opportunities for both men and women. The salient features are:

o Acrticle 14 guarantees that the State shall not deny equality before the law and equal
protection of the laws;

o Acrticle 15 prohibits discrimination against any citizen on the ground of sex;

o Article 15 (3) empowers the State to make positive discrimination in favour of

women and children;

o Avrticle 16 provides for Equality of Opportunity in matters of public employment;

o Article 39 (a) and (d) enjoins the State to provide equal means of livelihood and equal
pay for equal work;

o Acrticle 42 enjoins upon the State to make provisions for securing just and humane
conditions of work, and for maternity relief;

o Article 51A(e) imposes a Fundamental Duty on every citizen to renounce the
practices derogatory to the dignity of women;

o Acrticle 243D (3) provides that not less than 1/3rd of the total number of seats to be
filled by direct election in every Panchayat to be reserved for women, and such seats to be
allotted by rotation to different constituencies in a Panchayat;

o Article 243T(3) provides that not less than 1/3rd of the total number of seats to be

filled by direct election in every Municipality shall be reserved for women and such seats
may be allotted by rotation to different constituencies in a Municipality;

o Avrticle 243T(4) provides reservation of offices of Chairperson in Municipalities for
SC, ST, Women in such manner as the legislature of a State, may by law provide;

In pursuance of the above Constitutional provisions, various legislative enactments have been
framed to protect, safeguard and promote the interests of women. Many of these legislative
enactments have been in the sphere of labour laws to ameliorate the working conditions of

women labour.

The Hindu Code Bill, 1948

Ambedkar’s defense for women as the Law Minister of free India appeared in the form of the
Hindu Code Bill in Parliament on 11”‘Apri| 1947, the Bill could not withstand the opposition

Page | 41



Q
Eklavya

School of Education, Distance Education & Educational Technology

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad

(Established by Government of Gujarat, India)

Web: www.baou.edu.in email: eklavya@baou.edu.in
Year:| lIssue: | April-June 2017

from the Hindu orthodoxy. Their major argument was that the Bill was an attempt at the
demolition of the entire structure and fabric of Hindu Society. The very foundations not only
of one pillar but of all the pillars on which the Hindu society rests are shaken.In reality, the
Bill was a threat to patriarchy on which traditional family structure, was bounded and that
was the major reason behind the opposition. The Bill sought to abolish polygamy among the
Hindus.It proposed the right to property and the right to divorce for women.The Bill tried to
codify the Hindu Laws which were in a scattered form. He proposed to reform these laws on
seven different matters, viz.,

1. The right to property of a deceased Hindu dying intestate to both male and female,

2. The order of succession among different heirs to the property of a deceased dying in
estate,

3. The law of maintenance,

4, Marriage,

5. Divorce,

6. Adoption, and

7. Minority guardianship.

Despite the very moderate nature of Bill, Dr. Ambedkar could not get it passed due to its
opposition by many conservative caste Hindus.In protest against the failure of the Bill, Dr.
Ambedkar resigned his seat in the cabinet. Although his efforts did not entirely go waste.
Later, the original Bill was split into four different Bills with slight changes.Those were
passed as the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955; The Hindu Succession Act, 1956; the Hindu
Minority and Guardianship Act, 1956; and the Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act,1956.
The political empowerment is a must for the all-round development of the women, but as in
the case of dalit politicians and legislators, our efforts may prove futile. The cases of
domestic violence, female foeticide, rapes, gang- rapes, sexual harassment in offices and
enterprises etc. and there is hardly any day pass when such incidence of victimization is not
reported in print or electronic media. Like Ambedkar, The National Policy for the
Empowerment of Women 2001, also admits, “The underlying causes of gender inequality are
related to social and economic structure and practices. Consequently, the access of women,
particularly those belonging to weaker sections including Scheduled Castes/ Tribes Other
Backward Classes and Minorities to education, health, and productive resources, among

others is inadequate. Therefore, they remain largely marginalized, poor and socially
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excluded."The Policy includes creating an environment through positive economic and social

policies for full development of women to enable them to realize their full potential, Equal
access to participation and decision making of women in social, political and economic life
of the nation, strengthening legal systems aimed at limitation of all forms of discrimination
against women. We must concentrate on imparting social education before giving any
concrete shape to their political empowerment to the women. Without academic and social
education, the political empowerment of women in certain parts of the country had proved
futile. In Panchayat Raj set up in U.P., Bihar and elsewhere in the country, the uneducated
women are subjected to exploitation at the hands of government machinery. It will not be
prudent on our part to restore the rights of the women belonging to the affluent section of the
society only. Therefore, our efforts should be directed towards all round development of each
and every section of Indian women by giving their due share. Without removing social

stigma, no progress or development could be achieved.

Conclusion

Education of both men and women will lead to change in attitudes and perceptions. It is not
easy to eradicate deep-seated cultural value, or alter tradition that perpetuates discrimination.
Law can only be an instrument of change that must be effectively used. The absence of
effective law enforcement, results in low rates of conviction, which in turn emboldens the
feeling that the accused can get away. It is necessary that deterrent punishments are provided
in the statute, and are strictly enforced. A beginning has certainly been made in urban areas.
India is one of the few countries in the world, which has had a woman Prime Minister.
Various States have from time to time, had women Chief Ministers. A woman Judge in the
Supreme Court, and in the High Courts, has today become the norm. Women have crossed
many barriers, and head various departments in large multinationals today. The 73 and 74"
Amendments to the Indian Constitution were brought about in 1993, which served as a
break-through towards ensuring equal access and increased participation in the political
power structure. The proposed Women Reservation Bill to provide 33% reservation for
women in the Lok Sabha and State Legislature is now under consideration. The

empowerment of women in urban areas and the metropolises cannot be the indicator of
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growth in the country. In a country, where eighty percent of the population is in rural areas,

until the lot of women in these areas is also not improved simultaneously, development will
remain an illusion to them. The status of women cannot be raised without opening up
opportunities of independent income and employment. Empowerment of women so as to
enable them to become equal partners with their male counterparts so that they have mutual
respect for each other and share the responsibilities of the home and finances should be the
ultimate goal that we must aspire to achieve. Enforcement of basic human rights of gender
equality must take place, without undermining the institution and sanctity of marriage, and
family.
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Women Empowerment through Education: The vision of Dr.

Ambedkar Ji

Prof (Dr.) Shakina Tabbsum A. Munshi
Professor and HOD
N.R.Vekaria Institute of Business management Studies

I measure the progress of a community by the degree of progress which women have
achieved
— Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
A woman is the full circle within her is the power to create, nurture and transform
— Diane Mariechild

Introduction:-

Dr. B.R Ambedkar was among the most outstanding intellectuals of India in the 20th century
in the word. Paul Baran, an eminent Marxist economist, had made a distinction in one of his
essays between an "intellect worker" and an intellectual. The former, according to him, is one
who uses his intellect for making a living whereas the latter is one who uses it for critical
analysis and social transformation. Dr. Ambedkar fits Baran's definition of an intellectual
very well. Dr. Ambedkar is also an outstanding example of what Antonio Gramsci called an
organic intellectual, that is, one who represents and articulates the interests of an entire social
class. Dr. Ambedkar — the determined fighter and a deep scholar, secured the highest
academic honors from some of the most prestigious universities of the world. He made
significant efforts to lead the society on the path of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. It is
proved by a recently conducted survey by ,History TV 18 and CNN IBN* in June 2012.
,»Who is the greatest Indian after Mahatma Gandhi?* is the question asked from the people of
India. The contestants include, First PM Jawahar Lal Nehru, Singer Lata Mangeshkar,
Industrialist J.R.D.Tata, A.P.J.Abdul Kalam, Indira Gandhi and Vallbhbhai Patel etc. The
final cumulative ranking was conducted following the three ways poll; ranking by jury
(online and on ground), ranking by popular votes and ranking by market research. Finally,
Dr. B.R.Ambedkar declared as winner. Historian Ramchandra Guha stated on the declaration
of results “Dr. Ambedkar*s legacy has been distorted to suit particular interests. He was a

great scholar, institution builder and economic theorist”
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Prof. A. K. Sen has also said, “Ambedkar is my Father in Economics. He is true celebrated

champion of the underprivileged. He deserves more than what he has achieved today. His
contribution in the field of economics is marvelous and will be remembered forever..!”
Ambedkar was not only the father of Indian Constitution; he was a great freedom fighter,
political leader, philosopher, thinker, economist, editor, social reformer, revivalist of
Buddhism and was first Indian to break down the barriers in the way of advancement of
women in India. He laid down the foundation of concrete and sincere efforts by codifying the
common Civil Code for Hindus and other sections of the Indian society. He stated that
women should be given all round development more importantly social education, their well
being and socio-cultural rights. He emphasized that each and every section of Indian women
be given their due share and it is a must to maintain and protect dignity and modesty of
women (Shukla 2011). Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar always believed in movements led by
women. He also added that if the women from all walks of life are taken in to confidence,
they may play a significant role in the social reforms. They have played very massive and
active role to eradicate the social abuses. He insisted that every married woman must
participate in her husband*s activities as a friend. But she must show the courage to deny the
life of slaves. She should insist on the principle of equality. If all the women follow it, they

will get the real respect and their own identity (Gunjal 2012).

Objectives, methods and materials

The present paper is an attempt to highlight Dr. Ambedkar's view on women problems in pre
and post independent India and the relevancy of his ideas in present political and social
scenario of India. Secondary data collected from internet, Government documents,
newspapers, published papers, books and speeches delivered by Dr. Ambedkar in Parliament,

various conferences and meetings in pre and post independent India.

Women Position in Ancient India

In ancient India, women enjoyed a very high position but gradually their position degenerated

into merely objects of pleasure meant to serve certain purpose. They lost their individual
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identity and even their basic human right. Empowerment is a multi-faceted, multi-

dimensional and multi-layered concept. Women’s empowerment is a process in which
women gain greater share of control over resources material, human and intellectual like
knowledge, information, ideas and financial resources like money - and access to money and
control over decision-making in the home, community, society end nation, and to gain
‘power’. According to the Country Report of Government of India, “Empowerment means
moving from a position of enforced powerlessness to one; of power”. But, from time
immemorial, the women in this land of ours were treated as a sort of thing. Her placing in the
society was not at par with other human beings. She has no rights. She cannot move nor do
anything at her will. In Hindu Shastras, she has been branded just like animals or some
Objects of enjoyment. From the verses of Ramayana as written by Tulsi Das, Dhol, ganwar,
shudra, pashu, naari - Ye sab tadan ke adhikari”, In ‘Manusmriti’ the ancient Hindu Code-
book, the status granted to women is quite visible and she was put to the lowest rug of
humanity as she was treated at par with the animals and slave by the proprietors of Hindu
Dharma. Such was the placement earmarked to our mothers, sisters and even great grand
mothers that humanity was ashamed of. That is why Dr. Ambedkar, the father and architect
of IndianConstitution, was of the firm opinion that until and unless, we defy the Hindu
Dharma-Shastras, nothing much can be changed. In the name of sanskaras, the Hindu women
are tied to bondages of superstitions, which they carry till their death. They are also
responsible for inculcating certain wrong notions learnt through baseless traditions and

preaching of the Shastras, in the budding minds of their offspring.

Dr. B.R Ambedkar Towards The Empowerment Of Indian Women

The operations of caste both at the systemic level and at the functioning of patriarchy, the
growing caste / class divide in feminist political discourse makes Ambedkar’s view on
women's oppression, social democracy, caste and Hindu social order and philoshopy,
significant to modern Indian feminist thinking. Although Ambedkar proved, himself to be a
genius and was known as a great thinker, philosopher, revolutionary, jurist — par excellence,

prolific writer, social activist and critic and strode like a colossus in the Indian sociopolitical
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scene unto his death, his thoughts never received adequate attention in the generality of

Indian society just because he was born as an untouchable. However, the contemporary social
realities warrant close examination of the wide range of his topics, the width of his vision, the
depth of his analysis, and the rationality of his outlook and there essential humanity of his
suggestions for practical action. Hence, for Indian women’s movement Ambedkar provides a
powerful source of inspiration to formulate a feminist political agenda which simultaneously
addresses the issues of class, caste and gender in the contemporary sociopolitical set up,
which still keeps conservative and reactionary values in many respects, particularly on gender
relations. The writings and Speeches of Ambedkar show what values India should develop
and how they would modernize its social and political institutions. Ambedkar saw women as

the victims of the oppressive, caste- based and rigid hierarchical social system.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar The Champion Of Women’s Rights

Dr. Ambedkar championed the cause of women as well as the miserable plight of Schedule
Castes and Scheduled Tribes throughout his career. He discussed a number of problems of
Indian women and sought for their solutions in Bombay Legislative Council, in the Viceroy’s
Assembly as the chairman of the Drafting Committee and also in the Parliament as the first
Law Minister of Independent India.

Dr. Ambedkar was sworn in as nominated members of the Bombay Legislative Council on
18th Feb., 1927. He advised Indians to participate in the world war on behalf of the British
Government. His arguments on the Maternity Benefit Bill and on Birth Critical were quite
relevant to recognize the dignity of women. He vehemently supported the Maternity Bill.
His argument was —

“It is in the interest of the nation that the mother ought to get a certain amount of rest during
the pre-natal period and also subsequently, and the principle of the Bill is based entirely on

that principle”.

“That being so Sir, [ am bound to admit that the burden of this ought to be largely borne by

the Government, I am prepared to admit this fact because of the conservation of the people’s
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welfare is primary concern of the Government. And in every country, you will find that the

Government has been subjected to a certain amount of charge with regard to maternity

benefit.”

Women started participating in satyagrahs and also launched women’s associations for
untouchable women for spreading education and awareness among them. In the Mahad
Satyagraha for temple entry in 1927, even caste Hindues participated. Shandabai Shinde was
one such participant. In the Satyagraha it was decided to burn the Manusmriti, which
humiliated women, and shudras. In the demonstration after the bonfire of the Manusmriti
more than fifty Women participated. Ambedkar addressed the meeting thereafter and advised
women to change their style of wearing saress, wear lightweight ornaments, not to eat meat
of dead animals. It was upper caste women like Tipnis who taught them proper way of

wearing sarees.

At the All India Depressed Classes Women’s Conference held at Nagpur on 20th July, 1940
Dr. Ambedkar emphasized that there could not be any progress without women. He spoke “I
am a great believer in women’s organization I know that what they can do to improve the
condition of the society if they are convinced. They should educate their children and instill

high ambition in them.

Ambedkar made some memorable speeches in the Round Table conference. He placed the
view point of the depressed classes and pleaded for Dominion Status. His speeches created a
good impression upon the British public. He served on a number of important sub-
committees and prepared scheme of political safeguards far the protections of depressed
classes in the future constitution of a self governing India. Ambedkar also advocated the
immediate introduction of adult franchise.

When Ambedkar returned to India after attending the round table conference in 1932,
hundards of women were present for the committee meetings. Since Amhedkar was well

convinced about the status of women, as the Chairman of the Drafting Committee he tried
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and adequate inclusion of women’s rights in the political vocabulary and constitution of

India. Therefore, by considering women’s equality both in formal and substantial senses he
included special provisions for women’s equality both in formal and sustainable senses he
included special provisions for women while all other general provisions are applicable to

them, as to men constitutional provisions. Hence, there are Articles like 15(3), 51(A), and so

on. His key work in the preparation of Indian Constitution made it to be known as a New
Charter of Human Rights. He looked upon law as the instrument of creating a sane social
order in which the development of individual should be in harmony with the growth of

society.
Ambedkar Idea of Equality

He incorporated the values of liberty, equality and fraternity in the Indian Constitution. Based
on the belief that any scheme of franchise and constituency that fails to bring about
representation of opinions as well representation of persons falls short of creating a popular
government, he submitted the Constitution with a warning. He said in his speech delivered in
the Constituent Assembly on 25th November 1949, “Political democracy cannot last unless
there lies at the base of it social democracy.” By social he means a way of life, which
recognizes liberty, equality and fraternity as principal of life. He further said: “On 26th
January 1950, we are going to enter into a life of contradictions. In politics we will have
equality and social and economic life we will have inequality. In politics we will be
recognizing the principal of one man one vote and one vote one value. In our social and
economic life, we shall, by reason of our social and economic structure, continue to deny the
principal of one man one value. We must remove this contradiction at the earliest possible
moment or else those who suffer from inequality will blow up the structure of political
democracy which this Assembly has so laboriously built up.”

Ambedkar believed primarily in the efficacy of law and legislation, and he struggled
to evolve a constitutional mechanism to fashion India of his dreams, where equality, liberty
and fraternity would have an unhindered play. In Ambedkar’s vision of India, all citizens

would be equal before law; they have equal civic rights, equal access to all institutions,
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conveniences and amenities maintained by or for the public; they possess equal opportunities

to settle or reside in any part of India to hold any public office, or exercise any trade or
calling, here all key and basic industries would be owned by the state. He pleaded for special
privileges and safeguards for the Dalits as scheduled Castes. In short, he demanded equality,
which would not only lead, to the redressal of the part wrongs but also provide sufficient
leverage, may be by way of compensation, as siabid to ensure their leveling up. — B.R.

Ambedkar, his life, work and relevance.

Constitutional Provisions

The Constitution of India contains various provisions, which provide for equal rights and
opportunities for both men and women. The salient features are:-
« Article 14 guarantees that the State shall not deny equality before the law and equal
protection of the laws;

« Article 15 prohibits discrimination against any citizen on the ground of sex;
» Article 15 (3) empowers the State to make positive discrimination in favour of women and
children;

« Article 16 provides for Equality of Opportunity in matters of public employment;
* Article 23 prohibits  trafficking in  human beings and forced labour;
» Article 39 (a) and (d) enjoins the State to provide equal means of livelihood and equal pay
for equal work;

« Article 42 enjoins upon the State to make provisions for securing just and humane
conditions of work, and for maternity relief;

» Article 51A (e) imposes a Fundamental Duty on every citizen to renounce the practices
derogatory to the dignity of women;

* Article 243D (3) provides that not less than 1/3rd of the total number of seats to be filled by
direct election in every Panchayat to be reserved for women, and such seats to be allotted by
rotation to different constituencies in a Panchayat;

» Article 243T(3) provides that not less than 1/3rd of the total number of seats to be filled by
direct election in every Municipality shall be reserved for women and such seats may be

allotted by rotation to different constituencies in a Municipality;
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« Article 243T(4) provides reservation of offices of Chairperson in Municipalities for Sc, ST,

Women in such manner as the legislature of a State, may by law provide;
In pursuance of the above Constitutional provisions, various legislative enactments have been
framed to protect, safeguard and promote the interests of women. Many of these legislative
enactments have been in the sphere of labour laws to ameliorate the working conditions of

women labour.
Steps Taken by the Government of India for Women’s Empowerment

It is the education which is the right weapon to cut the social slavery and it is
the education which will enlighten the downtrodden masses to come up

and gain social status, economic betterment and political freedom — Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Education of Women:

Education to women is the most powerful instrument of changing their position in the
society. Education also brings about reduction in inequalities and also acts as a means to
improve their status within the family. In order to encourage education of women at all levels
and to dilute gender bias in the provision and acquaintance of education, schools, colleges
and even universities were established exclusively for women in the country. To bring more
girl children, especially from marginalised BPL families, into the mainstream of education,
Government has been providing a package of concessions in the form of free supply of
books, uniform, boarding and lodging, clothing for hostilities, mid-day meals, scholarships,
free by-cycles and so on. Many universities such as Mother Teresa Women University have
been established for the development of Women Studies and to encourage higher education
among women and their social mobility.

My final words of advice to you are educate, agitate and organize, have faith in yourself.
With justice on our side | do not see how we can loose our battle to me is a matter of joy.
You must abolish your slavery yourselves. Do not depend for its abolition upon god or a

superman.
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Self Help Groups:

Self Help Groups are small homogenous groups consisting of 12-20 women from BPL
families voluntarily organised to promote savings. They are self-managed groups of poor
women which primarily came into existence to mobilise financial resources through their
own savings and lend the same amongst themselves to meet the credit needs of their

members.
Capacity Building and Skill formation:

In order to improve the entrepreneurial ability and skill of the women, Government has been
imparting various types of training designed to promote self and wage employment.

Skill Up-gradation Training Programme:
Provision of skill training to women in SHG has been given recognition so as to enable them
to start their own income-generating activities. The duration of the training and the cost

depends on the nature of the trade selected by the members.

Women & Child Development
Women’s empowerment is an important agenda in the development efforts. There has been
significant shift in approach of the district administration towards the development of

women, especially the poor & the illiterate

Working Women's Hostel:

To provide secured accommodation to the working women, Working Women’s Hostel has
been established at Angul & functioning since 1996. State Old Age Pension (SOAP) /
National Old Age Pension (NOAP).

Employment and Work Participation Rate

The work participation rate indicates to a great extent the economic empowerment of women
in the society. The status of women is intimately connected with their economic position,
which in turn depends on opportunities for participation in economic activities. Education

along with participation of women in workforce has been universally recognised as an
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important element in the adoption of small family norms, which is essential for family

planning. There has been a considerable improvement in the entry of women in all sectors of

employment in the country.

Women and Political Participation

Political equality to all children regardless of birth, sex, color, etc is one of the basic premises
of democracy. Political equality includes not only equal right to franchise but also more
importantly, the right to access to the institutionalized centres of power. Thus, political
participation of women means not only using the right to vote but also power sharing, co-
decision making and co-policy making at all levels. The active participation of women in
political sphere is integral to empowerment of women and helps to build a gender-equal

society as well as to speed up the process of national development.

National Commission for Women

In January 1992, the National Commission for Women was set up by an Act of Parliament
with the specific mandate to study and monitor all matters relating to the constitutional and
legal safeguards provided for women, review the existing legislation, to suggest amendments
wherever necessary, and safeguard the rights and entitlements of women. The Commission
extend financial support to NGOs and educational institutions to conduct legal awareness

programme to enable women to become aware of their rights.

Conclusions

In the condolence message, on Ambedkar’s death in parliament, Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru said “Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was a symbol of revolt against all oppressive features
of Hindu society”. His dream of society, based on gender equality is yet to be realized and
therefore his thoughts are important for the social reconstruction that favors women
empowerment. Dr. Babasaheb expressed his views on the state of life of all women. He stated
that women must be treated equally and given equal prestige. He insisted on Hindu Code bill
suggesting the basic improvements and amendments in assembly. He also insisted and
evoked all the parliamentary members to help to pass the bill in parliament. Eventually, he

resigned for the same. The teachings and thoughts of Dr. Ambedkar are useful not only
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women but also all the Indian even today. His deep concern and feelings for all round

development of women is expressed from his each sentence and word. In his last speech in
Indian Parliament we can know his feelings and respect showed towards women. He quoted
the famous thoughts of an Irish Patriot Daniel O Connal as, “No man can be grateful at the
cost of his honour, no woman can be grateful at the cost of her chastity. And no nation can be
grateful at the cost of his liberty.” In his famous book “Pakistan and Partition of India“ he
expressed his views about Muslim women and their religious traditions, about wearing veil,
their marriages and so on. Muslim women were suppressed under various religious traditions.
Towards all the women, irrespective of their religion, casts and class, Babasaheb had a
particular humanitarianism view. He frequently raised his voice against all sorts of injustice
towards women.
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Women Empowerment Through Education : The

Vision Of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar

- Prof. Ranjanbala Gohil

( 1) Introduction_: Dr . Babasaheb Ambedkar was a social reformer and principal
architect of modern India. He framed the constitution of Modern India. He was a true
visionary. As a social reformer he addressed the problem of untouchability. He was born
on 14 th April , 1891 as a fourteenth child in a Mahar family. Popularly known as a social
reformer who championed the cause of Dalits, women and laborers. He was the leader of
poor, downtrodden, socially backward, women of India. He experienced caste
discrimination throughout his life. During his school education he experienced caste
discrimination. He went abroad for higher education. Maharaja Sayaji Rao Geakwad
gave him scholarship. During his journey of pursuing higher education he came to know
about Democratic values such as equality, liberty, justice and fraternity which influenced
his ideas and thinking.

He decided to eliminate the problem of untouchability and to improve women’s status by
empowering them. He believed that education is extremely necessary for women
empowerment. He continued social reform work of Mahatma Jyotirao Phule as he
considered him as one of his ‘ guru ‘. Mahatma Jyotirao Phule believed ; “ until and unless
women in India are not educated, the progress of the society and nation is distant
dream”. (1)

He initiated education for women. Since there was no women teacher in India he trained his
wife Savitribai Phule as a teacher . And as a first female teacher she contributed in women’s
education. He started his activity in Pune and he spread it all over Maharashtra. Dr.
Babasaheb continued his work of social reform and education.

(2 ) Meaning of Women Empowerment :

According to the country report of Government of India ,” Empowerment means moving
from weak position to execute a power”. The concept of Women Empowerment was
introduced at the International Women’s Conference at Nairobi in 1985.

“Empowerment is a multi - faceted , multi -dimensional and multi-layered concept.
Women’s Empowerment is a process in which women gain greater share of control over
resource material , human and intellectual like knowledge , information , ideas and financial
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resources like money- -and access to money and control over decision —making in the

home ,community society and the nation ,and to gain ‘power’ “. (2)
( 3 ) Educational Status of women in India_:

In India Women constitute almost half of the population but the masculine ideology made
them suffer as they were denied equal opportunities. They are marginalized and were
denied equal rights such as rights to freedom ,equality and education etc .

Mohen Jo Daro , Harappa and Lothal civilizations were Matrilinial in which women were
considered ‘Devi’ and they were worshipped.

Aryans came to india as agressors and their civilization was Patriarchal. Women were
considered equal. In Vedic period women had access to education in India . women like
Gargi , Maitreyee , Lopamudra are the best examples of it. But gradually they lost their
rights . During the Mediavel period they were forced to go to their homes due to the
security reasons . But in the British period there was a revival of interest in women’s
education . During this period various socio religious movements took place under the
leadership of eminent personalities like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Ishwarchandra Vidhyasagar,
M. G. Ranade , Maharshi Karve and Jyotirao Phule. It’s only after their efforts women
managed to come out of their homes and joined Social Reform Movement. They
emphasized on Women’s Education and awareness. Pandita Ramabai and Ramabai Ranade
established institutes for the education and awareness for women. Only after that women
could take part in India’s freedom struggle and other activities .

(4 ) Importance Of Women’s Education Today:

The empowerment of Women is a multi-dimensional process. Women'’s education is very
important. It is one of the most effective means to achieve women’s equality. According to
Mahatma Gandhi “if you educate a man you educate an individual , however , if you
educate a women you educate an entire family “. A women is empowered by education.
Education is a milestone for women Empowerment.

° Educated women can improve their status,

° They can face challenges,

° They can be helpful to their families,

° They can be helpful to the society,

. They can contribute in the progress of our nation,
° They can save our culture ,
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. They can take our culture ahead ,
. The literacy rate will improve,
. Human trafficking can be reduced.,
° Political participation will be increased,
. It is helpful in preventing the spread of AIDS,
. The age of marriage can be increased,
° They can improve their economic status,
° Poverty can be reduced,
° They can reduce the rate of child mortality.

Thus there are so many benefits of women’s education.

(5) Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s vision of Women’s Education :

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar envisioned of eradication of untouchability and to improve the
educational status of Indian Women and to empower them. To fulfill his vision he made
efforts for Women’s education of whose objectives were:

° The Establishment of humanity and human values ;

° To prepare citizen to follow democratic values such as liberty, equality, fraternity etc
° Emphasis on Primary education ;

° To prepare the individual to learn how to reason;

. Education for knowledge as well as for occupation;

. Education for character building ;

° Education for the protection of Indian Culture ;

° Education for social change ;

° Education for thinking and free expression for thoughts ;

° Education for national feeling and national integration.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar has rightiy said that the most vital need of the day is to create
amongst the people the feeling that they are Indian first and Indian last.

(6 ) Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar’s Efforts for The Empowerment of Indian Women Through
Education:

Dr. Ambedkar’'s views on women’s oppression, Social Democracy, caste and Hindu Social
order and philosophy are very significant to Modern Indian Feminist thinking . Today in India
women are facing many problems regarding their status in almost all fields. The education
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ratio in India is 65. 38 % where male education ratio is 75.85 whereas female education
ratio is 54.16 only which is very low in comparison to that of men. His vision, his thinking, his
actions, his ideas provides a powerful source of inspiration to formulate a feminist Political
agenda which simultaneously addresses the issues of class, caste, and gender in the
contemporary socio- political set up.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was of the view that women should live with self-reliance and self-
respect. Therefore, he advocated for such education which can make them self-reliant and
provide them with self-respect.

(6.1)His Journey of Education:

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar himself was highly educated. But during his journey of primary
and higher education he faced caste discrimination in his school in Satara, Maharashtra and
in Maratha high school as well as in Government Elfinsten school,Mumbai. He completed
his B. A. from Elfinsten College in the year 1935.In 1915 he achieved his M. A. degree with
Economics and sociology from Colambia University with the financial help of Maharaja
Sayajirao Geakwad of Vadodara State.lt was in America where he learnt about Democratic
values such as Liberty, Equality, Justice and Fraternity. There was no caste discrimination.
He experienced the feeling of self-respect. He achieved his Ph D degree in June 1916 from
Colambia University. He achieved his D Sc and Bar at Law degrees from London School of
Economics, London. So he proved to be the best example for the people of India especially
Indian Women.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar took various initiatives to make education available to women in
India through publication of literature, establishment of academic institutions, provision of
fundamental righs, provision of Directive Principles of the state Policy etc.

(6.2) Publication of Literature :

Dr Babasaheb Ambedker published many periodicals. He published “ Muknayak “in 1920,
“ Janata” on 24 th November in 1930 “Samta “ in 1928 ,” Bahishkrut Bharat” in 1927,”
Prabuddh Bharat” in October , 1955. He wrote inspiring articles in these periodicals. He
advocated for education through the writings in these periodicals. He also advocated for
political, economic and social rights and respect for Dalits ,women and downtrodden classes
of India.
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(6.3 )Establishment of academic Institutions :

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar established many academic institutions.He started Bahishkrut
Hitkarini Sabha in 1920 and again on 20th July , 1924 .The Motto of this institute was,” to
Educate , agitate and Organise.” In 1925 he established Bahishkrut Shikshan Prashan
Mandal. He installed five hostels in relation to that . He appealed to the Kings of Princely
states and industrialists for financial help for the maintenance of these hostels. In
September 1927 ‘Samaj Samata Sangh ‘institute was established. He also started “Jaat
Paat Todak Mandal”

(6.4) Constitutional Provisions for Women’s education :

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was aware of the status of the low level of status of Indian
Women especially of a Dalit women. So whilst making the Indian Constitution he initiated
constitutional provisions for women. He knew that along with educational right other rights
are important for the overall development of women. Therefore, he made the provisions for
women in the fundamental rights and in the Directive Principles of the State Policy.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was elected as a member of the Constituent Assembly. He was the
Chairman of the Drafting committee. He drafted the Constitution of India. It was accepted
on 26th November, 1949. The Constitution was implemented on 26" January, 1950. In the
Constitution he considered both men and women equal. Thus he gave equal status to men
and women which was a revolutionary step. Furthermore the provisions were made for
women for the right to vote and the right to contest election in India .

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar made the Constitutional provisions for women . The
Constitution of India provides them Fundamental Rights such as :

° Right to Equality (art. 14 to 18);

. Right to Liberty (art. 19 to 22);

° Right against Exploitation (art. 23 and 24);

° Right to Religion(Art. (25to 28);

° Cultural and Educational Rights of Minorities (art. 29 and 30) ;and
. Right to the Constitutional Remedies(Art. 32) .

Provisions are made for Indian Women in the Directive Principles of the state Policy (Art. 36
to 51) . Provision for free and complisory education was made upto the age of 14. And The
Provisions were made for economic assistance and Educational assistance to socially
backward classes.
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(6.5) Provisions for Women in Hindu Code Bill:

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar prepared the Hindu Code Bill for women keeping in bond with the
western concept of Women’s Liberation and Equality. It was Opposed by Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel and Rajendraprasad and many others .The Bill was presented in the parliament on 5"
February , 1951.But it could not be passed due to the opposition and he resigned as a Law
Minister. It was divided and passed as separate laws such as, Special Marriage Actof 1954,
Hindu marriage Act of 1955, Hindu Succession act of 1956 and Hindu Adoption and
Maintanance Act of 1956.

(7 ) Government Measures for the Educational Empowerment of Women:

The Government of India has taken number of steps for the educational empowerment of
women in India. They are such as the establishment of schools ,colleges ,Universities and
lots of concessions of books uniform mid day meal ,lodging ,boarding ,scholarship for BPL
families to bring them in the mainstream. Education is one of the instrument and it is the
main instrumentfor the empowerment of women . Fuethermore Government of India took
number of steps for the Empowerment of Women in India. They are such as,

) Establishment of National Commission for Women in India,

° Parliamentary laws for women in india,

. National Policy for the Empowerment of Women in India,

. 33% of Reservation of seats for Women in rural and urben local bodies through 93"
and 94™ Amendment Act

. Working women’s Hostel

. Self Help groups in rural as well as in urben areas,etc.

(8 ) Conclusion:

The vision and ideas of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar is relevant even today in the age of
Liberalisation, Privatisation and Globalisation. His educational thoughts , ideas and his
vision is relevant today and they can be useful today to solve various socio —economic
problems of our nation. Today Women has a key role to play. They can be useful for the
empowerment of women today in the 21° century. If women are empowered they can

bring a sizable change in the socio economic transformation of our nation.
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